








HELP ELIMINATE CAMPUS FIRE HAZARDS
Electrical Abuse

- Q Electrical “octopuses™ are prohibited
on campus. Do NOT overload power
strips. This can result in overloaded
circuits and fire. Multiple-outlet power
strips must include a fuse protected by an internal
circuit-breaker switch, which will trip open and stop
electrical flow when overloading occurs.

Extension Cords 'J
Extension cords may be 3
used temporarily, but its diameter must be at least
as large as the cord of the device being plugged
into it. All electrical cords must be checked
periodically for cracked or frayed insulation.
Extension cords must be plugged directly into the
wall and NOT into another extension cord.

Appliances

Coffee pots, irons, curling irons, etc.
should never be left unattended. They
should be unplugged after each use and not
stored until they are cool enough to touch.

Open Flames and Fire Permits

For campus events involving an open fire or flame-
producing devices (e.g., cookouts, bonfires,
fireworks, etc.), contact EHS for approval
and permits. Bunsen burners, barbeque
grills, etc. should never be left unattended.
Extinguish all open flames, even if left for a *
very short time. Candles are prohibited in
University buildings.

Hazardous Storage

Dispose of all waste as soon as possible.
Surplus material and paper recycling
containers should be stored in a safe place,
not in corridors, stairs or exit ways.

Flammable Liquids

Gasoline, kerosene, ether, paint, glue, etc. may not
be stored in residential buildings. In '
laboratories, shops and classrooms,
storage of flammable liquids is
limited to specific quantities and
approved containers.

EXIT  Obstacles

Storage of bicycles, chairs, desks and
other items is prohibited in all exit ways,
including stairwells. Blocked exits have
caused “chain reaction” pile-ups of fallen
people during emergencies. Motorized
vehicles are prohibited in University buildings.




Ir You HAVE A DISABILITY
If you are disabled (even temporarily) to an (5\
extent that impairs your mobility, it is your

responsibility to inform your supervisor or your resident
director. You are the best judge of your physical
limitations. Co-workers or residents and staff may
voluntarily assist you to evacuate only if it places them in
no personal danger. Do not assume visual & hearing
impaired persons know what is occurring by watching
others,

On campus, the staff notifies the fire department of
disabled residents to help them find you. Look for "areas
of refuge” like stair enclosures or the other side of
corridor fire doors. These areas are fire rated to keep out
smoke and fire. Most elevators are designed to stop
operating when the fire alarm is sounding and are not
safe during fires. SOMETIMES IT MAY BE SAFER TO
STAY IN YOUR ROOM. [Follow the advice for being
trapped.]

PROTECT YQURSELF T
1. Participate in Fire Drills j

Fire drills are conducted in all campus academic, resxden(.e
halls and administrative buildings twice yearly durmg the
academic year to familiarize you with the sound of building
fire alarms, emergency exits which you may not normally
use and procedures for reporting fires. LEARN WHERE
OTHER EXITS ARE NOW! Familiarize yourself with the
location of the fire alarm pull stations.

2. Limit Alcobol or Drug Use

You are especially vulnerable to smoke asphyxiation if you
are under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Even young,
healthy people may not be able to escape a fire if they are
intoxicated. They may not be able to hear the smoke
detector or fire alarm or be able to find an exit.
Immediately notify the fire department if you think
someone has not evacuated the building.

3. Report Damaged Fire Equipment

Fire - Should always be accessible & close
_ Doors completely & automatically.
E;E Exit - Two exits should be visible
Signs from all public areas.
=§ Fire - Horns, bells & pull stations should
Alarms be accessible and not vandalized.
o=, Smoke - Keep clear so they can
~ Detectors detect smoke.

?Fire Report missing, empty or
Extinguishers - vandalized extinguishers.

gi¢ Sprinklers - Keep 18" clearance around heads.
@ Report bent or damaged heads.
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Non-Emergency Assistance

HEALTH CENTER (410) 704-2466
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POLICE (410) 704-2134

(Non Emergencies Only)

INFORMATION ((410) 704-2000

REPORT FIRE-RELATED CRIMES TO THE POLICE.

There is a reward for information leading to the
arrest of an arsonist.

Causing a false alarm is a crime punishable by a fine
of $5,000 and 5 years imprisonment. Vandalism of
fire extinguishers, exit signs and fire alarms robs you
of your fire protection.

Any student responsible for these crimes can be
expelled from the University, in addition to criminal
prosecution. A conviction could prevent your
acceptance to a graduate or professional school.

For information or to bring any deficiencies in fire protection and
safety equipment to the attention of Environmental Health &
Safety, call x42949 or email at safety@towson.edu.

Cerrain graphics utilized in this pamphlet are copyrighted by the National Fire
Protection Association and are reprinted herein by permission.
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