
Reading Specialist and Co-

ordinator positions. But the 

Towson Graduate Reading 

program is about much 

more than professional out-

comes. In each of the 

courses in the programñ

whether the focus is on the-

ory, research, classroom 

instruction, or clinical as-

sessment and practiceñour 

students develop their lead-

ership potential. Through-

out the Graduate Reading 

Program, course assign-

ments and professors guide 

students to critique current 

literacy practices, envision 

new instructional possibili-

ties, and move forward 

with effective and engaging 

methods. We encourage 

you to use every assignment 

in every course to reveal to 

yourselves and others the 

great potential you have to 

make a difference and 

emerge as a literacy leader.  

 

A student in my Second 

Language Literacy class re-

cently explained that upon 

completing a class assign-

ment to interview a school 

system administrator re-

garding services for second 

language learners, the ad-

ministrator offered her a 

future job! The student has 

a strong background in bi-

lingual education and is just 

beginning the M.Ed. Read-

ing Program.  The school 

administrator recognized 

that the studentõs back-

ground combined with the 

knowledge and experience 

she would possess at the 

completion of her program 

would make her a tremen-

dous asset to the school 

system. 

 At the completion of my 

Reading and Writing in the 

Content Areas course last 

year, two students reported 

that they were offered sum-

mer jobs designing content 

area literacy instruction for 

their respective school sys-

tems. The students had pre-

sented to school colleagues 

and administrators some 

very unique and engaging 

approaches to redesigning 

the school systemõs curricu-

lum with the goal of meet-

ing both Language Arts and 

Content Area (Social Stud-

ies and Science) guidelines. 

A third student in that class 

took her curriculum designs 

with her to an interview in 

a new school system and 

emerged with her dream 

job as a Reading Specialist. 

These are just a few of the 

countless stories of students 

in Towsonõs Graduate 

Reading Program learning, 

growing, and developing 

their professional prowess. 

It is well known that a 

M.Ed. in Reading is a highly 

marketable degree and of-

fers endless benefits to life-

long classroom teachers as 

well as those who pursue 
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The Reading Programõs New Graduate Assistant 

Congratulations to our Graduates! 

G R A D U A T E  R E A D I N G  P R O G R A M S  

SPRING 2009 

 

SUMMER 2009 

Trudy Bainter 

Renee Campbell 

Becky Casserly 

Christine Cavnor 

Michaela Davis-Rigney 

Erin Frere 

Christen Ganley 

Brenda Hayes  

Jessica Heise  

Mary Herberger 

 

Julie Boiano was born and raised in Voorhees, New Jersey.  She recently gradu-

ated from James Madison University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Communi-
cations Sciences and Disorders.  This fall she started the doctoral Audiology program 
here at Towson in pursuit of an Au.D.  She enjoys spending time with her friends and 
family, reading, and playing sports.  Julie is very excited to be working here in the 
Reading program and looks forward to getting to know everyone! 

 

 

Valerie Huang 

Regina Ianni 

Jayme Kregar 

Jennifer Krex 

Tracy Lane 

Rachel Maschal 

Theresa Mineweaser 

Carrie Morrissett 

Stacey Orr 

Sarah Preston 

 

Dana Riley 

Colleen Ryland 

Pam Trapp 

Emily Turner 

Jennifer Venendaal 

Angela Villanueva 

Tracie Wiesemann 

Kathleen Williams 

Lindsay Wolfe 

Nadiyah Ali 

Shana Barnes 

Shavonne Boone 

Erin Brock 

Mary Daly 

Jessica Goldman 

Valerie Harrison 

Jill Hershey 

 

Lori Iannacone 

Jennie John 

April Kampes 

Elizabeth Linsenmeyer 

Maisha Mack 

Stacy Mann 

Melanie Meissner 

Thomas Montgomery 

 

Amanda Nickoles 

Corey OõBrien 

Dana Olsson 

Kimberly Pope 

Christina Poyer 

Connie Raysor 

Thomas Rucinski 

Elizabeth Smithson 

 

Jessica Sohn 

Erin Stafilatos 

Julie Traut 

Michelle Tuttle 

Lia Vance 

Jennifer Walker 

Meghan Wallace 

Michael Worgen 
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SUMMER 2009: The students of EDUC 

651 and Dr. Gilda Martinez ventured to 

Portugal to attend the IRA European 

Reading Conference and to explore in-

struction and assessment in Second Lan-

guage Literacy.  At the conference, stu-

dents had the opportunity to pick and 

choose among topics of high interest in 

reading and writing education. The group 

also visited a language learning center to 

see how teachers in Portugal teach a sec-

ond language. As you can see, Dr. Marti-

nez saved time for a little culinary educa-

tion, as well! 

EDUC 651 Instruction and Assessment  
for Second Language Learners   

Dates: July 8 ð 18, 2010 
Faculty Director: Dr. Gilda Martinez, Department of 
Educational Technology and Literacy  

     gmartinez@towson.edu 
Cost: $3,650 includes academic credit (3 credits), 
housing, health insurance, roundtrip airfare, daily 
breakfast, conference registration, an academic visit 
and a city tour. All costs are subject to change. 
Application Deadline: March 15, 2010 (Space is lim-
ited. Early application is advised) 

 
 

http://www.towson.edu/studyabroad/
tushort.asp  

Summer 2010: NEW ZEALAND! 

Eight days in New Zealand plus 
online instruction 

Includes attendance at the Interna-
tional Reading Association World 
Congress Conference 

Highlights include visits to a local 
language center and a city tour of 
Auckland 
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The Towson University Reading Clinic returned to the Cherry Hill 
community for the fourth consecutive summer.  Supported by a 
grant of $25,000 from Bank of America, the Graduate Reading 
Program held both Clinic Internship classes on site at Dr. Carter 
G. Woodson E/M School.  The teachers in those graduate level 
courses provided one-on-one diagnostic reading instruction to 
students in grades K-5 from Dr. Carter G. Woodson who were 
enrolled in the summer program at the school.  Taking advan-
tage of cooler than usual temperature, the teachers and stu-
dents spread out around the school building and grounds on 
blankets and beach towels to read and engage in activities and 
games that supported development of reading strategies.  Each 
child who attended the clinic received a new book every day to 
add to their personal library. 

Summer Reading Clinic  

Teachers in the advanced clinic class conducted three workshops for the studentsõ par-
ents.  One workshop focused exclusively on encouraging the parents to take advan-
tage of the Enoch Pratt Library branch that is directly across the street from the 
school.  The parents expressed great enthusiasm for all of the materials and services 
that are available at the library.  At the conclusion of the clinic, the families joined the 
clinic teachers for a Family Reading Celebration which included lunch and activities 
for both students and their parents 
to celebrate the reading achieve-
ments of the students.  Each stu-
dent who participated in the clinic 
received a tote bag filled with 
books and school supplies.  This gift 
was made possible by the gener-
ous support of the Vernadine Elk-
erson Brooks Family Literacy En-
dowment.  We were very pleased 
to have Vernadine Elkerson 
Brooks and her daughter Danita 
Elkerson who established the en-
dowment, as well as Brooke 
Hodges from Bank of America and Ron Brown from the Towson University Founda-
tion, visit the clinic and join in the childrenõs activities. 

 

Dr. Elizabeth Dicembre ð Reading Clinic Director  

 



P A G E  5  

Spring 2010 REED Electives  
 

 REED 651ñInstruction and Assessment for Second 

 Language Learners  
 Students will critically examine approaches to second language 

 development and assessment for children congruent with recent 

 research.  Instructed by Dr. G. Martinez.  Wednesdays, 4:30-7:00pm.  

 

REED 712ñCritical Conversation: Early Literacy 

Research, Policy, and Practice  
Critically examines current policies, research and instructional trends in 

early literacy instruction.  Instructed by Dr. B. Altwerger.  Tuesdays, 4:30

-7:00pm . 
 

 REED 670ñAdolescent Literacy  
Critical issues that affect the literacy development of adolescents will be 

examined through readings, reflection, and conversations.  Of special 

interest will be how adolescentsõ cognitive and socio-emotional 

development impact reading and writing in and out of school. Instructed by 

Dr. S. Pitcher.  Wednesdays, 4:30-7:00pm.  50% Online. (Offered 

through the Towson Learning Network. Contact Kippi Sutphen at 

ksutphen@towson.edu to enroll.) 

 
 

 

Post Your News on the 

REED WikiSpace! 
   A new resource for jobs, news, and 

    events. Collaborate, share, and 

stay connected!  

reedalumni.wikispaces.com 

G R A D U A T E  R E A D I N G  P R O G R A M S  
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* REED 726 requires permission to register. Please contact Danica Draper or Julie Boiano at 410-704-

5775 to request Spring registration for REED 726. 

** REED 729 is full. There will be no Summer Seminar offered for 2010. Reserve your space for Fall. 

SPRING 2010 CLASS SCHEDULE 
Course # Course Name Day Time/Location  

REED 601 Reading Theory & Practice T 4:20-6:50 

REED 601 Reading Theory and Practice Th Howard Co. 

REED 609 Reading Assessment W 4:20ð 6:50 

REED 609 Reading Assessment Th Baltimore County 

REED 621 Reading Disabilities W 4:20-6:50 

REED 621 

exec schedule 

Reading Disabilities T 

1st session 

Howard County 

REED 621 Reading Disabilities T Baltimore City 

REED 626 Internship  T 4:20-6:50 

REED 626 Internship  Th 4:20-6:50 

REED 651 Assessment & Instruction of ELL W 4:20-6:50 

REED 663 

  

Strategic Use of Materials Th 4:20-6:50 

REED 663 Strategic Use of Materials W HEAT 

REED 663 Strategic Use of Materials W Baltimore County 

REED 665 

  

Reading & Writing in the Content Areas W 

  

4:20-6:50 

REED 665 

exec schedule 

Reading & Writing in the Content Areas T 

2nd session 

Howard Co. 

REED 670 Adolescent Literacy W TBA 

REED 712 Critical Conversations in Early Literacy T 4:20-6:50 

REED 726* Advanced Internship T 4:20-6:50 

REED 726* Advanced Internship Th 4:20-6:50 

REED 729** Seminar in Reading M 4:20 (5:30-8:00) 

REED 729** Seminar in Reading M 7:00 (5:30-8:00) 



P A G E  7  

An inðdepth critical examination of multicultural 
literature for young children and adolescents. 
Strategies for selecting and evaluating texts and re-
sources will be explored considering issues of voice, 
worldview, culture, rituals, language and lifestyles. 

Instructor: Theresa Adkins  
Class Times: M,T,W,Th,F 4:30-8:30pm 
Session Dates: 01/04/10ñ01/22/10  
Location: HH 313 
 

Already taken REED 710?  Consider taking one of the following Education 
courses as an elective: 

ECED 607: Learner Diversity and Inclusion in Early Childhood Education  
ECED 610: Learning Environments: Curriculum and Technology 
ECED 764: Ethics & Social Justice in Education and Related Human Services 
 

R e m e m b er ,  tw o  o f  y o u r  t h r e e  e l ec t i v e s  m u s t  b e  l i t e r a c y- r e l a t e d .   

REED 710 Multicultural Literature:  
Minimester 2010! 

The College of Education  

welcomes Dr. Rebecca Shargel!     

 Dr. Shargel teaches courses that discuss founda-

tions and practice in Jewish education. For more infor-

mation or to speak with Dr. Shargel, call 410-704-2617 or 

contact her via email at rshargel@towson.edu. 

G R A D U A T E  R E A D I N G  P R O G R A M S  


