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In recent months I've been

telling students in our pro-
gram that this is a good
time to be a Reading Spe-
cialist. It is also a great
time to be part of the Tow-
son University Graduate
Reading Program!

Whether your goal is to be
a classroom teacher who

possesses a stronger read-

ing background, to be a
provider of pull-out ser-
vices for struggling read-
ers, to be a curriculum co-
ordinator who designs in-
struction for others to
teach, or to be a literacy
coach who helps teachers
to improve their instruc-
tional practices, the future
looks promising for Read-
ing Specialists. We are
seeing many school sys-
tems turning away from
rigid, programmed instruc-

students’ success but also more City to support their
that school administrators efforts. We are offering
are recognizing the talents more of our coursework
these teachers possess. Inthrough online environ-
fact, school systems ments and maintaining
throughout the region are contact with graduates
increasingly seeking out  through our new alumni
the Towson Graduate wiki site. Finally, we are
Reading Program to part- absolutely thrilled that Drs.
ner with them in offering  Jessica Palladino and Pat
graduate courses to their McCarthy have joined us
teachers. and will be sharing their
knowledge and experiences

The Graduate Reading Pro-n the areas of early [iter-
gram has been meeting ~ acy and adolescent literacy.
teachers’ interests and

school systems’ needs for Indeed, it is a good time to
forty years. Yet we con- become a Reading Special-
tinue to grow and to im-  ist and a great time to be
prove what we have to of- part of the Towson pro-

fer. In recent years, we gram. | am certain that, as
have added a collection of a graduate of our program,
second language learning you will be well-prepared
courses to prepare teacherdor the challenges that are
to meet the needs of lan- presented in schools and
guage minority students.  programs where you teach.
We have added courses | am confident that you

tion that dominated literacy that integrate technology  will be poised and ready to

instruction for much of the
decade. We are hearing
from classroom teachers

across the region that they ogy colleagues to explore
are once again being calledthe world of New Litera-
upon to make the importantcies. We offered our first

decisions about children’s
literacy development. Our

and literacy and are excitedassert your leadership, to
to be collaborating with push forward and put your
our Instructional Technol- knowledge and talents to
work for the students you
serve. On behalf of the
Graduate Reading faculty,
Study Abroad course this | wish you the very best in
summer in Costa Rica and your course work and fu-

graduates are telling us thatare making plans for Portu- ture efforts.

the knowledge, experi-
ences, and abilities ac-
quired in our program are
not only critical to their

gal and New Zealand in

coming summers. We are <, / wy
partnering with three Belair ~ {7/ <777
Edison schools in Balti- SteveMogze
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