Towson University

Department of Geography and Environmental Planning
World Regional Geography

Geography 102.041
Course # 1242
Summer, 2008

Instructor: James M. Smith, Ph.D.


Classroom: LI 107
Office: Linthicum Hall Room 28


Class Hours: T,W,R 1130-210
Telephone: 410.704.4620
Consultation: T,W,R 215-3 or appt.

e-mail: jmsmith@towson.edu
Course Website: http://bbweb.towson.edu
Gen.Ed.Req. This course fits into General Education Group II D: Global Awareness: Non-Western Cultures, Traditions, Issues.

Catalog Description: Survey of world regions identifying geographical features and area and their significance. 

Course Objectives:

1. To acquire a ‘geographical imagination’ by engaging with geographic themes, concepts and skills.

2. To employ a geographical perspective in the analysis of macro regions, and thus gain a deeper understanding of the dynamics of human-environment interaction, place and movement on and among the socio-ecological/cultural landscapes of the world.

3. To acquire a “mental map” of the world’s major regions, as well as the spatial patterns of ecology, population, socio-cultural systems and economy.

4. To apply the insights of geography to analyze current global issues related to the interregional interaction of peoples in the world system.

Texts:

1. Rowntree, Les, et al. 2005. Globalization and Diversity: Geography of a Changing World. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education.

2. Additional readings to be assigned by instructor: these will be in the form of articles from the internet or in MS Word format posted on the BlackBoard website.

3. Strongly Recommended: An Atlas with thematic and regional maps such as Goode’s World Atlas, the Atlas of World Geography by Rand McNally, National Geographic College Atlas, Perthes Atlas or one of the Hammond or Nystrom atlases. 

Evaluation:
 BlackBoard Take Home assignments (1 and 2):  These will cover the Globalization and Environment Chapters for Assignment 1, and the Latin America and Caribbean chapters for Assignment 2. The take home assignments consist of paragraph-length short answer questions, map work and some basic spatial analysis. 
Grading Values:

Two BlackBoard Assignment- 20% each
Three Exams-20%

Class participation-will count as a tie-breaker
Cheating:

Cheating, in any form, results in failure. Since we are in a university setting, this should not be an issue. Please read the University’s Rules and Regulations for relevant information.

Responsibility:

The instructor assumes responsibility for informing students of any changes in class policy or exam dates. This will be done through class announcements. Each student assumes responsibility for obtaining such information. Thus, failure to attend class is not an acceptable excuse for ignorance of any changes.

Class Conduct:

In a university setting, both instructor and students are expected to uphold a professional standard of behavior.  The reading of non-relevant materials (eg. newspapers), holding disruptive conversations, the use of cell phones, or any other unprofessional behavior will not be tolerated. Please respect the instructor and your colleagues. If problems persist with a particular student, s/he will be asked to leave the class session, and possibly the course.  Students should read the relevant sections of the University’s Rules and Regulations.

Attendance:
“Students are expected to attend all classes. Consistent attendance offers the most effective opportunity for students to understand concepts, materials and expectations of those courses in which they are enrolled.” This statement of university policy reflects my own approach to attendance. In that spirit, I will hand out an attendance sheet at the beginning of every class. Students are permitted absences based upon:

1) illness or injury which precludes attendance

2) religious observance where the nature of the observance prevents attendance

3) participation in university activities at the request of university authorities

4) compelling circumstances beyond the control of the student

Absences that do not fall into the four categories above are unexcused. Any student with 5 unexcused absences will experience a one letter drop in grade. Those with 8 unexcused absences or more will fail the course. Students requesting excused absence must provide documentation at least one week (preferably two weeks) in advance. 

Students with Disabilities: 

If you need accommodation due to a disability, please make an appointment to see me, and bring a statement from Disability Support Services (4-2638) authorizing your accommodation. 

Academic Standards Committee statement: 

This course may be repeated only once without the prior permission of the Academic Standards Committee.

Course Introduction:

The study of geography is about place, space and interaction, across the globe and across the street. In this course, we will study the social and political construction of regions and places, spatial patterns and interrelationships, human-environment interaction and the movement of people, goods and ideas. This will help us acquire a much fuller understanding and appreciation of the struggles of human communities to create sustainable landscapes in an inequitable and unstable global system. Some questions we will confront: How did today’s global economy of core, periphery and semi-periphery evolve? How do these divisions articulate in different regions at different scales, or, How do the global and the local mutually create each other? Why does ethnic and cultural conflict seem to be so endemic? How are spatial patterns of population, environment and resource use impacting the lives of people in different regions? Why is poverty so endemic for billions in the world?

This course employs a modified globalizations/world systems approach to the study of regions. Our goal is to learn to think geographically and critically about regions and globalization(s), and the problems inherent in its current structure and patterns. Geography can help us in this quest, and hopefully lead us to construct more socially and environmentally just and sustainable places and landscapes for ourselves and future generations.

General/Tentative Schedule for Summer 2008
 July 8


Course Introduction/Globalization


Ch.1
July 9-10

Globalization/Environment*



Ch.2
July 15-17

Latin America/ Caribbean 



BB Exercise
July 22


Sub-Saharan Africa**




Ch.6
July 23
SW Asia/North Africa




Ch.7
July 24


Europe
 





Ch.8
July 29
Russian Domain***




Ch.9
July 30


Central Asia





Ch.10
July 31 
East Asia  





Ch.11



August 5  

South Asia**** 




Ch.12
August 6

Southeast Asia





Ch.13
August 7

Australia and Oceania+



Ch.14
* Unit 1 Assignment due 15 July by email.
** Latin America and Caribbean Assignment due 22 July.

*** Midterm for Mideast, Europe and Russia

**** Midterm for Central, East and South Asia

+ Final on Southeast Asia and Australasia
Note: Instructor will be in Europe from 11-21 July. Assignment for Latin America/Caribbean will be distributed to class and also posted on BlackBoard.

