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This syllabus explains the course requirements and grading procedures for my sections of Geography 101. It also provides an outline of the topics to be covered in the course. Class materials will be presented in essentially the same order as they appear in the course outline, although it may be necessary to delete some sections due to time restrictions. I will not attempt to adhere to a rigid time format; therefore, I cannot say on what specific day a given topic will be discussed.
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Professor of Geography

GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course examines the causes and global distributions of the Earth’s physical features. The three major topics we will cover are the Earth’s planetary dimensions and its movements in space, our planet’s weather and climate, and global landforms. These topics will be analyzed from a geographical, or spatial, perspective.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
This course has the following learning objectives:

1. Gain an understanding of the physical processes that shape the Earth’s surface.

2. Learn how to analyze the spatial organization of places and environments on Earth’s surface.

3. Gain an understanding of the physical characteristics of places.

4. Learn how people create regions to interpret the Earth’s complexity.

5. Gain an understanding of how physical systems affect human systems.

6. Learn how human actions modify the physical environment.

7. Learn how to apply geography to interpret the present, and plan for the future.

COURSE PREREQUISITES

This is an introductory course, and there are no course prerequisites. However, a sound general science background and an interest in understanding how and where natural processes operate are highly desirable.

TEXTBOOK

The required textbook for the course is Physical Geography—A Landscape Appreciation, 9th ed., authored by Tom L. McKnight and Darrel Hess. I will give you frequent reading assignments from this book. I will expect everyone to have obtained a textbook by our second class meeting. Please bring your textbook to class regularly, since I will use it as a source of illustrations.

COURSE EVALUATION

The grade you receive in this course will be based largely on how well you perform on three major exams. This includes a final exam, which counts 3/7 of the exam total, and two earlier exams that each count 2/7 of the exam total.

The major exams will consist of a mix of short answer and multiple choice questions. Most of the exam questions will be on material discussed in the class lectures, but some questions will be taken from material in your textbook that was not discussed in class. In order to do well on the exams, and in the course, you will need to be thoroughly familiar with this material—especially with the information presented in class. The final examination will be comprehensive in coverage (in other words, it will include material from the entire semester), but it will chiefly emphasize the material we cover after the second exam.

In order to help you do well in the course, I have developed several websites that contain important course-related information. They are as follows:


1. http://pages.towson.edu/rscott/101assignments.htm  

This site will contain class assignments—mostly textbook reading assignments as well as information about upcoming exams. You will need to read assigned materials in the textbook carefully—preferably more than once. Nearly all the material I provide in lecture is also covered in your textbook, so you can clarify and reinforce the information presented in class by carefully reading and re-reading the assigned materials. 

I also plan to add some study guide materials to this site before each of our three major exams. This will include study suggestions, hints, and specific question "hints" about some of the exam questions! Be sure to check this site as you study for your exams. I’ll let you know in class when I have added these materials to the site.

*Please note that any assignments that are made for a class meeting that is cancelled due to weather conditions (or for any other reason) will automatically be carried over to the next class meeting.


2. http://pages.towson.edu/rscott/lecturenotes1.htm 

I have sites containing outlines of my lecture notes for the major textbook material that we will cover in class. The website address given here is for the first class lecture, which is covered in the first several pages of Chapter 1 in your textbook. There are also websites for all the remaining lecture material. The web addresses for these sites, in most cases, are identified by the textbook chapter number for the material we are covering. This number is indicated by the website number appearing just before the .htm at the end of each address. The remainder of each website address is the same as the address given above. Each website has a link to the site that follows it.

Keep in mind that these sites contain just the outlines of the information you need to know. You will also need to be familiar with the details of this material in order to do well on the exams. You may wish to print out these lecture notes before class, bring them to class with you, and add information to the outlined material as I lecture. I have included enough blank space between each information section in these outlines for you to add your own notes from the class lectures, or from the textbook. However, I strongly suggest that you take complete lecture notes in class, and refer to the outlines later. This will encourage you to pay closer attention to the lectures and should result in you gaining greater understanding of the material, and a higher grade on the exams and in the course.

Makeup examination policy: Makeup examinations will be available only with an acceptable excused absence, which may need to be officially confirmed. The list of acceptable excused absences appears later in this syllabus. If you must be absent on the day of a scheduled exam, and you know about it in advance, please contact me before the date of the exam so that we can schedule a makeup time and place. If you take the makeup exam before the exams are returned to the rest of the class, I’ll probably give you the same exam that the class took (or will take). If you take the exam after I have returned the exams, I will have to give you another exam—probably an essay exam.

In addition to the three major exams, you will also have some additional tests that will play a smaller role in determining your course grade. One of these is a place name test that you will take early in the semester. On this test you will need to identify the locations of selected physical and cultural features from a place name list that I will distribute on the first day of class. It is your responsibility to become familiar with the locations of these places; we will not go over them in class.

We will also have a number of pop quizzes on textbook reading assignments. The purpose of these quizzes is to motivate everyone to do a good job on the assigned readings. Each quiz will contain ten multiple choice questions on material covered in the reading assignments. These quizzes, when we have them, will be given at the beginning of the class period; therefore you will need to get to class on time so that you don’t miss them. It is likely that I will have quizzes on about half the reading assignments. The specific date by which each assignment is to be read, and on which a pop quiz might be given, will be announced in class, and will appear on the assignments website. I will try to give you at least four days advance notice for reading assignments, so that you can work them into your schedules. I would suggest that, in order to prepare for the quizzes, you read the assigned readings carefully, highlight key passages, and re-read your highlighted material several times. Hopefully, by becoming familiar with the textbook material when you read it, you will be able to easily follow the class lectures, and will do well on the major exams. I will drop your lowest pop quiz grade, if you have taken all of them. If you miss one quiz, that will be the one I drop. If you miss more than one quiz without an acceptable excuse, however, you will receive a grade of 0 on the second quiz.

 Your place name test score and pop quiz average will be used to adjust your average on the major exams up or down. In general, a score of 8 or above on a pop quiz will raise your average, while a score of 6 or less will lower it. There are no makeup opportunities for missed pop quizzes.
All of your exams will be scored numerically, but, as you know, your final course grade is a letter grade. The percentage equivalents for each of the letter grades are as follows:





A
93 – 100





A-
90 – 93





B+
87 – 90





B
83 – 87





B-
80 – 83





C+
77 – 80





C
70 – 77





D+
67 – 70





D
60 – 67




F
Below 60

Note that there are no A+, C-, or D- grades.

DISABILITY STATEMENT
You need to let me know if you have a disability that may require special class accommodations. Students with disabilities should register with the Disability Support Services (DSS) office. The DSS office is located in Suite 232 in the 7720 York Road Building. Their phone number is 410-704-2638. Students who believe that they have a disability but do not have documentation are encouraged to contact the DSS office for advice on how to obtain appropriate evaluation. A memo from DSS for a disability is required in order for me to make special accommodations for students.
COURSE CREDIT

Geography 101 is a three credit course that can count toward your General University Requirements. This course helps meet the General Education requirement in Category II, Subcategory II.A.1—Scientific Inquiry. This course is not a laboratory course. In order to complete the Gen. Ed. Requirement for the Scientific Inquiry course category, you must take an additional four credit science laboratory Gen. Ed. course that has been approved for this category. 

A student may repeat this course only once in an attempt to achieve a better grade without prior approval by the Academic Standards Committee. Although grades of "D" and "D+" are considered to be passing grades, a minimum grade of "C" in the course is required for Geography majors, as well as some other majors.

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR

I want you to do as well as possible in the course, and I assume that you do as well. In order to optimize conditions for teaching and learning, please have the courtesy to do the following:

1. Come to class regularly—don’t miss class if you don’t have to. Arrive on time and be seated before class starts.

2. Don’t leave class early, except in an emergency, or if you have notified me before class that you have to leave before the end of the period.

3. Give me your full attention, and do not talk to your classmates while I am lecturing. Don’t send text-messages during class. You should be concentrating on what I am saying and taking comprehensive notes on the lecture material, since most exam questions will come from my lectures.

4. Don’t leave newspapers, cups, or other trash in the class classroom. Other classes also use this room. 

5. If you bring a cell phone to class, mute it before class starts.

6. I am high insulted by cheating. Anyone caught cheating on an exam will be given a grade of 0% on that exam. I may also report the incident to the Office of the Director of Judicial Affairs.

CLASS ATTENDANCE
You can sit where you wish in the classroom. (However, studies have shown that students sitting closer to the front of the room tend to get higher grades.) If we have any problems with the seating arrangement as it evolves (such as excessive talking), I may change the seating locations of students.

As I have found that there is a strong correlation between regular attendance and good grades on the part of my students, I will take attendance for each class. A roll sheet will be passed around the room during each class period (except when we have exams), and it is your responsibility to sign it. Do not let anyone else sign the roll sheet for you. If you arrive late, or if the roll sheet does not get passed to you, remember to sign it at the end of the period—it should be at the front of the classroom.

Excessive absences will result in an automatic lowering of your course grade. The maximum allowable number of unexcused absences without penalty in this class is 6. Any absences over this number will result in a lowering of your final course grade by one full letter (such as from a "C" to a "D"). I strongly recommend that you keep track of your absences, and that you save at least one absence for emergency or illness. In addition, a student with 10 or more unexcused absences will receive a failing grade (that is, get an "F") in the course.

Four categories of absences will be accepted as "excused" absences and therefore will not count toward the absence total, so long as you can provide written verification. These are (1) legitimate medical absences verified by a doctor’s excuse, (2) university-approved religious holidays for people of that religious sect (for example, Jewish holidays),         (3) absences by athletes or others who must attend university-sponsored athletic contests or other events, and who provide a written permission slip from their coach or instructor, and (4) the serious illness or death of a close family member, for which verification can be provided.

As stated earlier, if you miss a class, you should check the course assignment website to get any new assignments you may have missed. The outlines for all my lectures are also provided on the lecture outlines websites. However, you should get the lecture notes you missed from a classmate, so that you can fill in the details of the outlined material. The details for most lectures should also be available from the assigned readings in your textbook.

I probably shouldn’t do this, but I will also give you extra credit if you have perfect attendance for the semester—that is, no unexcused absences. Students with perfect attendance will have their course grades raised by one grade increment (that is from one grade to the next higher grade, such as from a "B" to a "B+"). There is one exception to this policy: students with course averages that are below passing (60%) will have their averages raised by 5% if they have perfect attendance. This is an excellent incentive to come to class regularly. In the past, nearly half of my students have had perfect attendance and have had their grades raised. In order to document your perfect attendance, you need to remember to sign the roll sheet at each class meeting.

OFFICE HOURS FOR SPRING, 2009

You are strongly encouraged to see me if you have any difficulties in understanding the course material. I can’t help you if you don’t contact me!

I have recently retired (after 34 years) from a full-time position on the Towson faculty, and am now teaching on a limited, part-time basis. This semester, my classes are on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 10:00 to 10:50, and from 11:00 to 11:50 am. If you wish to meet with me, please make an appointment to see me before your class starts, or at the end of the class period. The most convenient time for me to see you at length is at the end of my 11 am class (that is, at 11:50 am, or shortly thereafter).

You can also leave a written or phoned-in message for me with Amanda, our departmental secretary. Her office is in Room 20 of Linthicum Hall, and her phone number is 410-704-2973. 

Finally, I can be E-mailed at the following address: rscott@towson.edu. I generally check my E-mail every day.

Good luck in the course! The keys to doing well in the class are having regular, on-time class attendance, paying close attention to the lectures and taking comprehensive class notes, completing reading assignments on time and being prepared for the pop quizzes, and studying hard for the major exams.
