Geography 102 Dr. McKim


INTRODUCTION TO WORLD REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY

Spring 2009       Dr. McKim

Geography 102.009 Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 9:00 - 9:50 am Lecture Hall.

Office: Linthicum 44, Phone (410) 704-2968   e-mail: wmckim@towson.edu 
Office Hours: M W F  9 – 9:50 am or make an appointment.

Teaching Assistant: Melissa Kirkman.  E-mail: mkirkm1@students.towson.edu

TA office hours:  Monday 11 – 1,  Wednesday 11 – 12  

Textbook:   deBlij, Harm, and Muller, Peter, Geography: Realms, Regions and Concepts, 13th edition, New York: J. Wiley, 2008.

Website is available with a password included in your textbook.

Evaluation:  Three 1-hour tests of approximately equal weighting will consist of multiple choice and matching questions.  Each test will be worth about 25% of the course grade.  Five other assignments are worth 20 points each (or 5 % of the course each).  Four MAP QUIZES will ask you to locate 20 places EACH on an outline map.  In an ESSAY due April 28 you are to include a general view of the meaning and scope of geography, your future career plans, and the relevance and usefulness of the geographic approach to your future everyday life.  Think about the ways the geographic (spatial) approach as well as geographic knowledge could help you to lead a more successful and satisfying life.  The written assignment (about two type-written, double-spaced pages) will be evaluated based on organization, quality of content, clarity and grammar.  Essay late policy: deduct 10% each class day.

Attendance and improvement on succeeding tests will also play a role in grade determination, particularly in “border-line” cases.  Grades will be based on 94% -100% = A, 90-93% = A-, 87-89% = B+, 83-86 = B, 80-82% = B-, 77-79% = C+, 70-76 = C,  67-69% = D+, 60-66% = D, and less than 60% = F.

 Note:  Make-up exams will be given ONLY if you notify me BEFORE the exam with a legitimate reason, which must be verified before a grade will be given.

Attendance Note:  Attendance will be taken regularly.  Your presence in class will have an impact on what you learn and on your grade.  Material is presented in class that is not in the textbook and text information will be clarified.  Relevant questions and comments in class are encouraged.   Perfect attendance will be rewarded with 4 additional points added to the course point total.

Students with Disabilities: “If you need accommodation due to a disability, please make an appointment to see me, and bring a statement from Disability Support Services (4-2638) authorizing your accommodation.” Academic Standards Committee statement: “This course may be repeated only once without the prior permission of the Academic Standards Committee.”
Cheating including plagiarism will not be tolerated and may result in expulsion and/or a failing grade.
GOALS:   The main goal of this course is to become more familiar with the people and places of the world and with the geographic approach to organizing information.  This includes a focus on the why questions in the study of geography.  Spatial patterns of human activities can be described, mapped and analyzed, but the difficult task is to explain why each pattern exists as it does.  This course will emphasize some of the hypotheses, which have been proposed and tested to explain human spatial behavior.  Accurate prediction of future patterns and planning for improved utilization of the environment require understanding of the processes that have created the present cultural landscape.  Interrelationships among the elements of the physical environment, the cultural values, the political and economic organization and world migration patterns all have an important impact on the current spatial patterns of human activities.

TOPICAL OUTLINE FOR WORLD REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY    TEXT READING

Introduction and definitions




 Introduction

Location, regions, and perception

Culture:  Traits, complexes, and regions.






cultural landscapes, hearth, and diffusion

Europe






Chapter 1


Russia






Chapter 2

North America





Chapter 3 

First Hour Test  - Friday February 27

Middle America





Chapter 4 

South America





Chapter 5

Subsaharan Africa





Chapter 6

North Africa/Southwest Asia




Chapter 7

Second Hour Test - Friday, April 10
South Asia





Chapter 8

East Asia






Chapter 9

Southeast Asia





Chapter 10

The Austral Realm





Chapter 11

FINAL EXAMINATION MONDAY, Monday, May 18 8:00AM

Map Quizzes - Mondays

February 9 Europe and Russia    

March 9: North America, Middle America and South America    

March 30:  North Africa/Southwest Asia and Subsaharan Africa    

April 20:  South Asia, East Asia and Southeast Asia   

Essay Due April 27.

Cities of the World (21 largest)
2008 pop. Est. in millions
1.  Mexico City


28.2

2.  Tokyo


26.7 

3. Sao Paulo


25.8

4. New York City

22.3

5. Mumbai (Bombay)

19.3

6. Los Angeles


17.8

7. Delhi


16.4

8.  Shanghai


15.3

9. Kolkata (Calcutta)

15.0 

10. Jakarta


14.5

11. Dhaka


13.9


12. Buenos Aires


12.9

13. Lagos


12.7

14. Karachi


12.7

15. Rio de Janeiro

12.0

16. Cairo


11.8

17. Osaka


11.3

18. Beijing


11.3

19. Manila


11.3

20. Moscow


10.9

21. Istanbul


10.2 

 Map Quiz Places

 Europe and Russia    

1. Austria

2. Azerbaijan

3. Belarus

4. Belgium

5. Bosnia

6. Bulgaria

7. Czech Rep.

8. France

9. Germany

10. Greece

11. Hungary

12. Italy

13. Netherlands

14. Poland

15. Portugal

16. Romania

17. Serbia

18. Spain

19. Sweden

20. Switzerland

21. Russia

22. Ukraine

23. United Kingdom

C20.  Moscow           

North America, Middle America and South America  

1. Argentina

2. Bolivia

3. Brazil

4. Canada

5. Chile

6. Columbia

7. Cuba

8. Dominican Republic

9. Ecuador

10. El Salvador

11. Guatemala

12. Haiti

13. Honduras

14. Mexico

15. Nicaragua

16. Peru

17. United States

18. Venezuela

C1.   Mexico City     C3.   Sao Paulo    C4. New York City

C. C6.   Los Angeles    C12.   Buenos Aires     C15. Rio de Janeiro   

North Africa/Southwest Asia and Subsaharan Africa    June 19

1. Afghanistan

2. Algeria

3. Angola

4. Benin

5. Burkina Faso

6. Cameroon

7. Chad

8. Congo, The

9. Egypt

10. Eritrea

11. Ethiopia

12. Ghana

13. Guinea

14. Iran

15. Iraq

16. Israel

17. Ivory Coast

18. Jordan

19. Kazakhstan

20. Kenya

21. Libya

22. Madagascar

23. Malawi

24. Mali

25. Morocco

26. Mozambique

27. Niger

28. Nigeria

29. Rwanda

30. Saudi Arabia

31. Senegal

32. Somalia

33. South Africa

34. Sudan

35. Syria

36. Tanzania

37. Tunisia

38. Uganda

39. Turkey

40. Uzbekistan

41. Yemen

42. Zambia

43. Zimbabwe

C13.  Lagos        C16.  Cairo       C21.  Istanbul

South Asia, East Asia and Southeast Asia   June 26

1. Bangladesh

2.  Cambodia

3. China

4. India

5. Indonesia

6. Japan

7. Korea, North 

8. Korea, South

9. Malaysia

10. Myanmar (Burma)

11. Nepal

12. Pakistan

13. Philippines

14. Sri Lanka

15. Taiwan

16. Thailand

17. Vietnam

18. Australia

C2.  Tokyo    C5.  Mumbai (Bombay)     C7.  Delhi    C8. Shanghai    C9.  Calcutta     C10.  Jakarta 

 C11.  Dhaka    C14. Karachi     C17.  Osaka    C18.  Beijing    C19.  Manila  

STUDY GUIDE

 INTRODUCTION

Concepts, Ideas and Terms:  Geography defined.  Maps as tools.  

Why questions.  Synthesis or integration of information.  

Spatial perspective

Regions: Functional or Nodal and Homogeneous or Formal (mental construct)

Location: Absolute and Relative

Realm or region?
Landscape:  Natural Landscape.  Cultural Landscape

Population distribution:  Population clusters

Development:  Neocolonialism. Widening gap between Rich and Poor
Geography approaches: – Regional and Systematic


Note: Demographic Data pp. 38-44.

EUROPE STUDY GUIDE

Concepts, Ideas and Terms 
Physical Geography of Europe

Political Geography of Europe

Cultural heritage

Industrial Revolution

State

Nation

Nation-state

Supranationalism

Site, Culture and Situation

Landlocked location

Break-of-bulk point

Exclave

Irredentism

Western Europe – Germany, France, United Kingdom

Mediterranean Europe - Italy, Spain, Greece

Eastern Europe – Poland, Ukraine, Yugoslavia

STUDY GUIDE

Chapter 2 RUSSIA
Size and Location

Climate related to agriculture

Soviet Union: Empire and devolution

Ethnic diversity and the federal state 

Russian control

Chechnya in post – soviet Russia

STUDY GUIDE

Chapter 3 NORTH AMERICA

Migration 

Distance, information, perceived differences and push/pull factors

Productive activities – Primary, Secondary, Tertiary and Quaternary

Characteristics of the Realm

Cultural pluralism – language or ethnicity or race

Industrialized – high mechanization level, high productivity

Post industrialism

Transportation dominated by the automobile

Urbanized with great sprawl – urban decay (planning?)

High Resource consumption – high level of dependence on imports (fossil fuels)

Communication revolution

Wealth and Waste

Regions of the Realm

North American Core

Pacific rim and hinge

Chapter 4 Middle America 
Study Guide

Cultural heritage – Mainland and Rimland


Amerindian


European


Euro-Amerindian (Mestizo)


African


Euro-African (Mulatto)

Destruction – diseases and war

Colonial variations – Spanish, French, Dutch, British, Danish, Swedish

Hacienda and plantation

Physical Geography of Middle America

Political Geography of Middle America

Caribbean Basin


Greater Antilles –



Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico


Lesser Antilles – US Virgin Islands, British Virgin Islands, French Guadeloupe and Martinique, Dutch St. Maarten, Aruba, Bon Aire, Curacao

Former British -Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados, St. Vincent, Granada. Antigua, etc

Continental Middle America – 8 countries – 7 Spanish


Mexico – population ____________

BR = ___   DR = _____ Growth rate =______   GNP/Cap = ____

– Culture Amerindian population = ______  Where? 

– Politics

Mexico City pop = ________  (2nd largest metro area in world)

Pollution

Chiapas State, ZNLA

NAFTA

Maquiladora

Petroleum, Natural gas


Nicaragua – population _______

BR = ___   DR = _____ Growth rate =______   GNP/Cap = ____

Chapter 5, South America        Study Guide

Physical – Andes Mountains and the Amazon River

Climate - Rainforest and savanna (p. 14)

Population distribution by country


Within countries

Altiplanos (elongated basins)

The Inca Empire

The Iberian Invaders

The Africans

Colonial powers and Independence

Cultural regions p. 245-48

Urbanization

Brazil – population ______

BR = ___  DR = _____ Growth rate =______   GNP/Cap = ____


Population distribution – coast vs. interior


Forward capital – Brasilia


Sao Paulo – size, industrial activities, 


Barrios or favelas


The South and devolution

Caribbean South America
Population
GNP
     IMR


Venezuela               
___________     ____________   ______


Columbia                
___________     ____________   ______


The Guiana            
___________     ____________   ______

Andean South America


Peru

___________     ____________   ______


Ecuador
               
___________     ____________   ______


Bolivia
               
___________     ____________   ______

The Southern Cone


Argentina               
___________     ____________   ______

Uruguay
               
___________     ____________   ______


Paraguay
               
___________     ____________   ______


Chile
               
___________     ____________   ______

Chapter 7   North Africa/Southwest Asia

Dry World

Arab World

Islamic World 


Sunni and Shiah

Culture hearths and origin areas of 3 major world religions


Diffusion


Foundation of “Western Civilization”

Petroleum

Regions

Egypt and the Lower Nile Basin


Cairo


Egypt 

The Maghreb


Morocco 

The African Transition Zone

The Middle East


Iraq


Israel

The Arabian Peninsula


Saudi Arabia

The Empire States


Turkey and the city of Istanbul


Iran

Turkmenistan 

Chapter 6   Africa South of the Sahara

Physical features


Climate – dry-warm


No folded or fault-block mountain range


Elongated lakes in the Rift Valley


River courses strange and huge interior basins


Narrow coastal plains and continental shelves


Continental drift and Gondwana


Implications – transportation and hydroelectric power

Diseases-


AIDS


Malaria


Population growth and life expectancy

Historical Geography


Early states – Ghana, Mali, Mwenemutapa(Zimbabwe)


Slave trade – impact on Africa


Colonization – Colonial pattern of trade – boundaries

Cultural patterns – Language



Religion



Economic variations



Urbanization

Regions



Population   GNP/Capita  IMR

West Africa – 
Nigeria
             ___________     ____________   _____
 

Ghana
             ___________     ____________   _____
Equatorial Africa – The Congo     ___________     ____________   _____
East Africa-
Kenya
               ___________     ____________   _____


Tanzania              ___________     ____________   _____


Ethiopia               ___________     ____________   _____
Southern Africa – South Africa    ___________     ____________   _____

History


New South Africa

Chapter 8   South Asia

Mountains, climate, Monsoon (wet and dry)

History – origins to partition

Population – 22% of world land area on 3% of land

Birth rate, Death rate, growth rate and family planning

      Demographic transition (p. 404)      BR          DR            GR



India

       ______    _______         _______


Pakistan   
       ______    _______         _______ 


(Germany)                   ______    _______         _______   
Physiologic density compared to other countries 

Overpopulation? How measured?

INDIA

Culture – religion – fatalism    - Hindu religion – 80% 

Nearly 12% Moslem (120 million)  Christian, Sikh (2%)

Economy – GNP/capita  ($380)


Rural subsistence tenant farmers

Large cities - many homeless (Bombay 18 mil., Calcutta 13 mil., 

Delhi 12, Karachi 12 Dhaka, 10)

Politics – Democracy, Federal system

PAKISTAN (150 million)– Islam, Indus, desert 


East Pakistan became Bangladesh (128 million)


Conflict over Kashmir and Jammu


BANGLADESH ( 133 million) Water everywhere – disasters and why.



Road building and rolling stones 


GNP/capita - $350


Physiologic density of 4000/sq. mile


Resource consumption comparison

Chapter 9   East Asia

Location, size, landforms and resulting climate


Alluvial soil and Loess


Therefore – lots of people???

History – in a nutshell, isolationist attempts, dynasties 2200BC – 1911AD


Population growth


War on drugs (p. 442)

     Extraterritoriality

     Britain, Russia, France, Japan

     Chiang Kai-shek and the Nationalists – Republic of China

     Mao Zedong (1949-1976) and the communists – People’s Republic of 

China

     Japan’s attempts to gain parts of China

China – Population = 1,294 million– GNP/capita = $750

Cities – Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin

Tibet

Hong Kong and the Pearl River Hub (p.469)

JaKoTa triangle


Japan  Pop = 
127 million
$32,350



High relief, few resources, ethnic homogeneity



Economic giant started in 1868



Spatial organization – p. 479



Food


South Korea
48 million
8,600


Taiwan

23 million
?15,000

Chapter 11  THE AUSTRAL REALM

Climate Patterns 

Biogeography  -  The Australian Realm serves as a “laboratory”

Map p. 575  Zoogeographical boundaries

Southern Ocean

Australia   population = _____________         Aboriginal population = __________

        British heritage

                                                         GNI =  ___________

Percent urbanized  = ________  

Big cities: population 4.5 mil ___________    Population 3.7 mil _______________

A Federal state   P. 577 map of political divisions

New South Wales / Sydney  4.5/7.1 million     Victoria / Melbourne   3.7/5.3 million


Quality of life?

Mineral exports and Tourism   5% each

New Zealand

1500 miles east  of Australia  Pop.  4.2 million   Maori – 15% of pop.  

  86% urban

Kiwi’s British heritage

Wool, meat and dairy products account for 2/3rd of exports

THE PACIFIC REALM

Largest total area with the smallest land area of any realm

Land area of 376,000 square miles  Highly fragmented

Total population of 9 million

High islands and low islands

Maritime boundaries

UNCLOS = ______________________________________   

Territorial Sea ________miles__ and Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) __________miles

Biggest city of the Realm  _________________

Biggest source of income _______________

State that became independent in 1975 and has 2/3rd of the pop. of the Pacific Realm 

Melanesia - Papua New Guinea


New Caledonia


Fiji   51% Melanesians,  43% South Asians

Micronesia  -  Mostly U.S. dominated  - Marshall Islands


Guam

Polynesia  -  Hawaiian Islands


French Polynesia including Tahiti


American Samoa

Antarctica - Name the 7 Claimant states  1_________  2.______________

3. _______________  4.  ___________  5. __________  6. __________  7. _____________

Antarctic Treaty

