
Geography 102 101

Spring 2009

Instructor:      Ingrid E. Pfoertsch, M.A.

Tel:                 410-704-2973 (secretary)

E-Mail:           IPfoertsch@towson.edu

Class Hours:  Mon. 6:30 - 9:15pm, Room 007, Linthicum Hall

Office Hours: Mon, Wed:11:30 – 1:00 pm, Rm.318-C LI

Required Books: 
*The Nystrom World Atlas, 2006

*Geographic Place Names of World Regions by James DiLisio, 5th Edition, 2007

*Notes downloaded from Blackboard

National Geographic Magazine

Recommended: 

Newspaper

This is a Hybrid course. You will need to sign-up for the course on blackboard. The class is called 1092GEOG102101: World Regional Geography.

A lot of the course work needs to be done at home. You will need a computer and broadband internet-access on which you can view video clips at Learner.org (accessable through blackboard). If you don’t have broadband access at home, you can watch the video clips on campus in the media center of the library on the second floor.

If you have further questions go to the Annenberg website: LEARNER.ORG/FAQ.

Each day that we don’t meet in class you will view three video sections online and you will have a short quiz after you viewed them. We will also have some discussion sessions on blackboard.

During the time we actually meet we will discuss the viewed video sections, do map quizzes, listen to each students presentations and continue with some new material.

Course Description: This course on World Regional Geography is designed to introduce you to the major regions of the world. We will consider each region in a systematic manner and will use methods of presentation and analysis that will include lecture, discussion, films, map quizzes, and examinations.

The various course activities are designed to present to you both the physical and cultural geography of each major region. In addition, we will constantly be considering how each of the regions under consideration interacts with other regions of the world. This is a good basic course for the study of international affairs, history, advanced geography, political science, and other subjects.

Because of the structure of this course, it is important not to miss any classes, and to keep up with your readings and lessons. If you follow the schedule and put some effort in it, you will be pleased with the results. As with every course, the value of your experience in this course depends on your attitude and effort.

Requirements and Assignments: Each student is expected to complete the following requirements: 

1. Two (2) examinations, which are not cumulative.

2. Six (6) online quizzes
3. One 5-page paper and approx. 5 min presentation
4. Seven (7) Map quizzes: assortment of maps on which you need to find certain points of interest

Paper and Presentation:

· Go to the library and select a “National Geographic” magazine.

· Select one article. Find another source about the same subject.

· You are to write a 5-page paper of the chosen program/city/country. You need at least 5 pages, double spaced, APA style, excluding the cover page and reference page. As sources use the National Geographic Magazine and at least one outside source. Don’t forget the bibliography at the end, in addition to the at least five pages! For this assignment, all work must be entirely your own. Proofread your work carefully. Spelling and grammar do matter.

· Note, why you selected this specific article.

· Put everything into a spatial perspective. “How could this affect the rest of the world?”

· You will make a 5 min. presentation towards the end of the semester.

Sign up for your presentation time on the time sheet.
Due date is: May 4, 2009.

Students with Disabilities: If you need special accommodations for a disability, you must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (7720 York Road, 410-704-2638), inquire about their services, and notify your instructor about the accommodations you will need and the special services you intend to use in this course.

Academic Dishonesty: Cheating will not be tolerated. You are responsible for your own work. Those found cheating will receive zero points for the relevant course work and a grade of “F” for the course. A statement on “Academic Dishonesty” appears in the Towson University Undergraduate Catalog. If you have any questions about what constitutes academic dishonesty or cheating on exams or other graded work, please see your instructor. 
Grading System: The general meaning of grades appears in the Towson University Undergraduate Catalog. The Geography Department has adopted the “plus”, “minus” grading:

A   = >94              461 of Base points 

A- = 90 – 93         441 - 460


C   = 70 – 76         343 - 371

B+ = 87 – 89        426 - 440 


D+ = 66 – 69         323 - 342
B   = 84 – 86        421 - 425 


D   =  60 – 65        294 - 321

B-  = 80 – 83        392 - 411 


F    = < 60%          < 293 

C+ = 76 – 79        372 - 391 
There is no A+, C-, and D- Grade!
Grading Scheme:
Grade                        Grade Points per Credit/Unit
A                                        4. 00    A-                                       3. 67 B+                                      3. 33    B                                        3. 00 

B-                                       2. 67     C +                                    2. 33 C                                        2. 00     D+                                     1. 33 D                                        1. 00     F                                        0. 00 FX                                      0. 00

The method of determining the course grade follows: 

Base Grade:

Six (6) quizzes       

  15 points each    


<   90

2 exams


100 points each


<  200

5-page paper + presentation   100 points



<  100

Seven (7) maps

  10 points each    


<    70

Discussion Participation
   5 points each


<    30
Base Point Total            
                                    
                490

There are going to be Extra Credit possibilities throughout the semester, 2points per event, 5 events maximum.

You are expected to be present for each class and to participate in class discussions. Please make an effort to be on time to the class. Please, notify me in advance by e-mail when you will be absent and let me know when you will be late to class or if you need to leave early.

Late arrival to class is disruptive for students and instructors and will not be tolerated. Do not make a habit of arriving late to class.
Cell Phones, or any other electronic devices: Please, turn your cell phones/electronic devices off during class. I don’t want to hear them ring. If I hear something ring you will have to bring candy for the whole class next time we meet! That rule applies to me, too.

Tentative Schedule:

                              Subject



   


 Map Quiz

Jan. 26            Intro, Syllabus


Unit 2: Europe

            Prgr 3: Supra-Nationalism and Devolution: Strasbourg



Prgr. 4: East looks West: Berlin

Feb. 2

Program 4: East looks West: Poland




Europe

Prgr. 5: Transforming the Industrial Heartland: Randstad



Prgr 6: Challenges in the Hinterland: Iceland

Feb. 9

online

Unit 3: Russia and Neighboring Countries
Prgr 7: Northwest Contrast: St. Petersburg

Prgr 8: Holding the Hinterlands: Dagestan

Program 8: Holding the Hinterlands: Bratsk
Online Quiz 1



Discussion Board
Feb. 16
Discussion of programs 7 and 8


           Central Eurasia

Unit 4: East Asia
Prgr. 9: Changes on the Chang Jiang: Shanghai


Program 9: Changes on the Chang Jiang: Sija

Feb. 23
online

Prgr 10: The Booming Maritime Edge: Guangdong
Prgr 11: A Challenge for two Old Cities: Lanzhou



Prgr. 12: Small Farms, Big Cities: Northern Japan

Online Quiz 2



Discussion Board

Mar. 2

Discussion of programs 10, 11 and 12


        East Asia
Unit 5: Southeast Asia and the South Pacific
Prgr 13: The Mainland: Laos


Program 13: The Mainland: Vietnam
Review

Mar. 9

Test 1 / Presentations

Mar. 16 – 22
SPRING BREAK!!!!


Mar. 23
online



Prgr. 14:The Maritime Connection: Indonesia


Unit 6: South Asia


Program 16: Urban and Rural Contrast: Delhi

Program 16: Urban and Rural Contrast: Dikhatpura

Online Quiz 3



Discussion Board
Mar. 30
Return of Test






Southeast Asia
Discussion of programs 16
Unit 7: Northern Africa and Southwestern Asia


Program 17: Sacred Space, Secular States: Istanbul
Presentations
Apr. 6

online



Program 18: Oil and Water: Egypt



Program 18: Oil and Water: Oman



Unit 8: Africa South of the Sahara
Program 19: Strength to Overcome: South Africa

Online Quiz 4



Discussion Board

Apr. 13
Discussion of programs 18




    Middle East

Prgr 19: Strength to Overcome: Kenya

Presentations
Apr. 20
online

Program 20: Developing Countries: Cote d’Ivoire



Program 20: Developing Countries: Gabon


Unit 9: Latin America
Program 21: Population Geography: Mexico

Online Quiz 5



Discussion Board
Apr. 27
Discussion of programs 20 and 21



     Sub-Sahara

Program 22: The Dynamic Pacific Rim: Ecuador


Program 23: Brazil, the Sleeping Giant: Sao Paolo

May 4

online
Unit 10: North America



Program 24: Cityscape, Suburban Sprawl: Boston



Program 24: Cityscape, Suburban Sprawl: Chicago



Program 25: Ethnic Fragmentation in Canada: Montreal

Online Quiz 6



Discussion Board

May 11
Paper Due!!





         Middle America


Program 25: Ethnic Fragmentation in Canada: Vancouver
Review

May 18           Final (Monday, 6:30 pm) 

