Minutes of Business Meeting, March 24, 2007, Boston Marriott

Present:  R. Keith Schoppa (President), John Fitzgerald (Board Member), Elisabeth Koll (Board Member), Ke-wen Wang (Secretary-Treasurer), Christopher Reed (Chief Editor, Twentieth-Century China), and about 15 other members.

Presiding:  President R. Keith Schoppa, who called the meeting to order at 1:10 pm.

1. Approval of Minutes.  The minutes of the previous business meeting on April 8, 2006 were approved on a motion.

2. Financial Report.  Secretary-Treasurer Ke-wen Wang reported that the HSTCC account has been transferred from Ontario, Canada, to Burlington, Vermont.  Current balance in the account stands at $8,734.38.  The Society has 71 paid-up members, of whom 14 are Lifetime Members.  There was a brief discussion on the problem of currency exchange when overseas members pay their membership dues.     
3. President’s Report.  
A. President Schoppa reported on the proposal of merging the Society with Twentieth-Century China.  In the proposal, the journal would become a publication of the Society and members of the Society would subscribe the journal.  Chief Editor of the journal, Christopher Reed, was present at the meeting and indicated his support for the proposal.  Ke-wen Wang inquired about possible financial commitment by the Society should the merge takes place; Christopher Reed replied that there would be none.  Currently the journal is funded by subscriptions and by Ohio State University.  The meeting approved President Schoppa’s motion of establishing an Exploring Committee to study the proposal and report back to the board.  Members of the Committee include President Schoppa and Vice-President James Carter, Elisabeth Koll, Ke-wen Wang, Margherita Zanasi, and Christopher Reed. 
B. President Schoppa reported on preparations for the Society’s biennial conference next year.  The conference will be held at the East-West Center in Honolulu, Hawaii, in June 2008.  Tentative title of the Conference: “Chinese Identities: Local, Regional, Global.”  Deposit for reservation of the Imin International Conference Center has been made.  Accommodations for conference participants are still being arranged.  Discussions followed on how the conference should be financed.  The Honolulu conference will be the first one the Society organizes that does not have a local co-organizer/sponsor.  It was decided that participants should pay registration fees, which would provide the principal source of funding for the conference.  Ke-wen Wang suggested that registration fee for Society members should be lower than that of non-members.  It was agreed that the exact amount of registration fee would be determined once an estimate of the overall costs of the conference has been made.  A member (?) volunteered to contact the University of Hawaii for possible assistance and cooperation.  John Fitzgerald introduced a motion stipulating that the amount drawn from the HSTCC account to pay for the Honolulu conference should not exceed $2000.00.  The motion was carried.
4. A few members suggested that the biennial conferences may not be frequent enough for the Society to attract or retain members.  Parks Coble indicated that the Society is currently affiliated with the AHA and the AAS and could therefore sponsor panels at their annual conferences.  This may allow the Society to be more active as well as more visible among fellow scholars.  The panel on Mao: The Unknown Story sponsored by the Society at the 2006 AAS annual meeting in San Francisco was seen as a successful example. 
5. Margherita Zanasi raised a question regarding the Society’s name – should it be changed to include the 21st Century?  A brief discussion followed but no motion was introduced.

6. A few members present indicated that they have not been regularly informed on the Society’s activity.  Ke-wen Wang promised that the Society will try to update its membership e-mail addresses. 

7. The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 pm.

