Minutes of Business Meeting, April 5, 2008, Hyatt Regency, Atlanta
Present:  R. Keith Schoppa (President), James Carter (Vice-President), Morris Bian (Board Member), Ke-wen Wang (Secretary-Treasurer), and about 15 other members.

Presiding: President R. Keith Schoppa, who called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.

1. Approval of Minutes.  The minutes of the previous business meeting on March 24, 2007, were approved on a motion.

2. Financial Report.  Secretary-Treasurer Ke-wen Wang reported that current balance in the HSTCC account stands at $11,533.90.  The Society has 101 paid-up members, of whom 17 are Lifetime Members.  The membership renewal date has been moved from November to June in every year.  A renewal reminder will be sent out in May to members whose membership has expired since November 2007.     
3. President’s Report 
A. President Schoppa submitted the list of new HSTCC board for approval:  James Carter (President), Morris Bian (Vice-President), Ke-wen Wang (Secretary-Treasurer), R. Keith Schoppa, So Wai-chor, Sophia Lee.  The new board was approved on a motion. 

B. Merger between the Society and Twentieth-Century China:  At the general meeting last April it was decided that an Exploratory Committee be formed to study the merger proposal.  The committee had reported back to the board with a recommendation to proceed with the merger as outlined by President Schoppa’s recent e-mail to all HSTCC members (see attachment).  President Schoppa reported that the TCC editorial board had approved of the merger earlier that day.  The merger was approved by the meeting with a voice vote.
President Schoppa also reported the HSTCC board decision that while the new HSTCC membership rate will be raised to $50.00 a year to include the subscription fee of TCC, this will not affect the current Lifetime members, and 3-Year members will not need to pay additional fees until their 3-Year terms is up.  The new Lifetime and 3-Year rates will be announced by the Board shortly.

C. HSTCC biennial conference in Honolulu:  The conference, titled “Chinese Identities: Local, Regional, National, International,” will be held at the East-West Center in Honolulu, Hawaii, in June 16-17, 2008.  About 50 papers were accepted from scholars in the United States, Canada, China, Singapore, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, New Zealand and Germany.  
4. Incoming President’s Remarks on Future Directions
A.  Incoming President Carter reported that the Society plans to organize smaller, more focused conferences/symposiums in the future, probably once a year.  A possible approach may be setting up a HSTCC fund to sponsor such projects proposed by members, but the projects may be required to secure matching funds from other sources.

B.   Location and theme of the next conference in 2010 - suggestions are welcomed.  It is also being considered that participation in the future biennial conferences should be limited to HSTCC members only.

C.  Possible change of the name of the Society – still under discussion.

5. Parks Coble suggested that the Society should utilize its affiliations with the AHA and AAS and sponsor more panels/roundtable discussions so as to enhance its presence.    
6. The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 pm.

