	



USING INFORMATION EFFECTIVELY
IN PHILOSOPHY
PHIL 102.001 	MWF 	12:00–12:50	  LA 4103		 
PHIL 102.002 	TR      9:30–10:45	  LA 3101 
DR LÓPEZ-GONZÁLEZ
In this course we will learn and develop the ability to use, collect, classify, analyze, criticize and communicate information. With our philosophical and critical-thinking approach, we will examine and apply basic thinking skills, such as explaining, defining, inferring, generalizing, confirming, valuing, and comparing. 
In Section 001, we will apply this approach by examining issues in political philosophy, nationalism and international relations. 
In Section 002, we will apply this approach by examining issues in the philosophy of science, sociology and political science. This computer-enhanced course will make intensive use of the classroom computer and will post readings in Blackboard.	  GenEd I.B.


SOCIAL AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY
PHIL.201.001     MWF	1:00–1:50	LA 4103 
DR. LÓPEZ-GONZÁLEZ
In this course we examine three important themes: First, we examine such topics as the just distribution of wealth, the nature and justification of political authority, the meaning & justification of freedom, arguments for & against democratic rule, and the problem of war.  Secondly, we analyze a vision of the international legal system grounded in the commitment to justice for all persons, and make a probing exploration of the legitimacy of the international legal system itself. Thirdly, we critically address the question of whether the moral principles that allegedly guide and regulate social and political life inside the country should also guide & regulate the nation in its international relations. That is, we ask whether the same moral principles that prevail within should also prevail without and, hence, trump the standard ‘realist’ assumption that considerations of national power or national interest should dominate in the realm of international relations.  This course will interest students of philosophy, politics, international relations and pre-law.
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RACE, CLASS AND GENDER
PHIL.204.001		TR 	9:30-10:45	PY 308	
PHIL.204.002		TR	11:00-12:15	PY 507
PROF. JENKINS
Social and political philosophy; contemporary American ideas of race, class and gender, with a focus on their interrelatedness.  GenEd II.C.3.


ANCIENT GREEK PHILOSOPHY
PHIL.221.001     TR		12:30-1:45	LA 4105
DR. ASHBAUGH
Philosophy as we know it begins with Plato and is a project rooted in the ancient cosmologies that preceded Plato’s writings.  In particular, Plato’s philosophy is indebted to Heraclitus, Parmenides, Pythagoras, and Democritus.  We will study the available fragments of the works of these thinkers, a selection of Plato’s dialogues, and a selection from Aristotle, Plato’s most famous student.  If, as Plato has Socrates remark in The Apology, “the unexamined life is not fit for a human being,” what is it about the examination of life and the pursuit of self knowledge it entails that renders a life suitably human? These and other issues regarding the power of philosophy to enrich our lives will frame our inquiry.  GenEd II.C.1.


ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS
PHIL.255.001     TR		9:30-10:45	MC 201	 	
DR. POJMAN 
This class examines both theory and practice of the relationship of humans to the non-human world. What is ‘nature’ and why do we value it? We will examine varieties of issues, including the relationship between population and consumption, animal rights, food ethics, environmental justice, environmental terrorism, and climate change. More information can be found at http://pages.towson.edu/ppojman/   GenEd II.B.3.


ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS
PHIL.255.101	     TR		5:00-6:15	LA 4105
DR. SCALES
Philosophical views on rights of non-human animals, intervaluation of environment and economics, “deep” vs. “shallow” ecological ethics, duties to future generations and other issues.  GenEd II.B.3.
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PHILOSOPHICAL PERSPECTIVES:  YOGA, MEDITATION AND PHILOSOPHY
PHIL.270.001	     MWF	11:00-11:50	LI 305
DR. TELEGAR
This course will study some classics from eastern religious and philosophical traditions on the meaning of yoga and meditation. We will examine some of the issues and questions that are raised within the traditional approach about the nature of meditation and the quiet mind.  Yet another very distinctive feature of this course will be careful consideration of some of the revolutionary insights of J. Krishnamurti into the nature of consciousness and the meaning of meditation.  Krishnamurti has offered a very radical approach which sets up a new critique of the traditional approach.

PHILOSOPHIES OF CHINA & JAPAN
PHIL.302.001	     MW	3:30-4:45	LI 310
DR. CHOI
This course will examine the main issues, basic assumptions, terminologies, methods, and doctrines of major Chinese and Japanese philosophers.  Classic Confucianism, Daoism, Mohism, Yangism, Legalism, Buddhism, and Neo-Confucianism will be covered. This course requires no background in Chinese/Japanese language or culture.  Course sessions will combine lectures, students’ presentations, and discussion.  Prerequisite:  One lower level course in philosophy or consent of instructor.  

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND VALUES
PHIL.319.001     TR		8:00-9:15	LA 2105		
DR. POJMAN 
PHIL.319.002	     MWF	10:00-10:50	LI 310	
DR. TELEGAR
Humans are tool users, and our world is shaped by the technologies we make.  Technology is often seen as that which humans use to achieve their various goals, whether they be health, transportation, education, communication, warfare, etc.  This class attempts to develop a more sophisticated view of technology, seeing it as not only a means to an end, but also as influencing our values. For instance, the contraceptive pill not only is a means to the end of control over reproduction, but also shapes how we understand our bodies and sexuality.  Furthermore, while technology certainly does not dictate our values, nonetheless, our values often are forced to conform to technological options; our values often are expressed as choices over the deployment and regulation of technology.  We will examine both the nature of the relationship of humans to their tools, as well as ethical issues arising from specific technologies.  There will be four sections:  1) Theory and Historical Perspectives, 2) Energy Technologies and Climate Change,  3) Technology and Globalization, and 4) Technologies of the Body.  Grading will largely be based upon two tests and a 12 page research paper.  More information can be found at http://pages.towson.edu/ppojman/  Prerequisites:  One course in philosophy and two courses in science, or consent of instructor.  GenEd II.A.
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PHILOSOPHY OF LAW
PHIL.321.001     TR		11:00-12:15	LI 310
DR. MURUNGI
An examination of the nature and theories of law, the relationship between law and morality, politics and law, the nature of legal obligation, the notion of justice and the cultural dimension of law.  In part, the examination will be non-traditional in that it will be cross-cultural.  Prerequisite:  One lower level course in philosophy or consent of the instructor.  


HELLENISTIC AND MEDIEVAL PHILOSOPHY
PHIL.322.001     TR		3:30-4:45	LA 4105
DR. EVANGELIOU
The development of philosophical thought in the Hellenistic, Roman, and Medieval periods will be studied in representative works of such schools as Epicureanism, Stoicism, Scepticism, Eclecticism, pagan and Christian Neoplatonism, and Thomism.  Many philosophical theories which were developed by modern philosophers, such as Kant, Marx, Hobbes, Hume, Nietzsche and Heidegger, have their origins in the Hellenistic and Medieval period.  Prerequisite:  One lower-level course in philosophy.


SCHOOLS OF CONTEMPORARY PHILOSOPHY
PHIL.325.001     TR		2:00-3:15	LI 305
DR. MURUNGI
A Survey with varying emphasis on a number of contemporary philosophical positions as pragmatism, phenomenology, existentialism, philosophical analysis and postmodernism.  Readings from contemporary non-Western sources will be included in the course.  Prerequisite:  One lower-level course in philosophy.
	

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHY
PHIL.326.001     MW	2:00-3:15	LI 305    
PROF. PALENCIK
This course will cover the major varieties of American philosophy.  Texts from Puritanism, Transcendentalism, Hegelianism, and especially Pragmatism will be our focus.  As the first original contribution to the history of philosophy Pragmatism represents a distinctively American way of thinking about philosophical problems.  Represented by the work of Peirce, James, Mead, Royce and Dewey, we will discuss this approach and examine its place in contemporary thought.  Prerequisite:  One lower-level course in philosophy.  
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PHILOSOPHY AND FILM
PHIL.330.001     F		2:00-6:00	LA 4103
DR. FUCHS
Philosophy can consider film as an aesthetic and cultural medium, or it can reflect on ideas and standpoints incorporated in films as expressing philosophical issues, or it can take up specific experiences offered in the content of films as models for considering the meaning of human actions, relations, or types of lives.  This course will engage itself with some aspects of all of these possibilities through viewing films and reading relevant texts.  Some of our reflections will be oriented toward conventional areas of philosophy such as metaphysics, epistemology and ethics.  Others will involve taking up traditional philosophical questions or issues such as personal identity, freedom and determinism, the good life, the relation to God, individual and society.  A further arena for reflection will involve topics such as death, love, violence, happiness, justice.  Prerequisite:  One lower-level course in philosophy.
 

FEMINIST PHILOSOPHY
PHIL.332.001     TR		9:30-10:45	LI 305
DR. BARDWELL-JONES
The discourse of feminism in philosophy is an integral aspect in questioning our modern assumptions of what it means to be a human in society through an analysis of gender.   This course surveys the impact of feminism in epistemology, ethics and metaphysics.  In addition, we will examine how feminist philosophy has directed discussions in feminist theory.  Feminist theory can be understood as a theoretical analysis which reveals how power and knowledge are structured by gender differences.   We will consider how feminist theory intersects with philosophical analysis particularly in issues regarding rape, pornography, environmental justice and issues surrounding cultural diversity.  Prerequisite:  One lower-level course in philosophy or consent of instructor


ETHICS
PHIL.341.001     TR		3:30-4:45	LI 305
DR. SCALES
This course is intended to acquaint you with some of the most important and influential views in and about ethics, and to stimulate you to formulate and defend your own ideas about what we are doing when we talk ethically.  We shall examine, criticize and evaluate such theories as psychological and ethical egoism, utilitarianism, Kantian ethics, Rawls’s Theory of Justice, emotivism, moral realism, and others.  The course is roughly divided into three main divisions of the discipline of ethics:  Ethical Theories; Applied Ethics; and Metaethics.  Thus, not only will we discuss various ethical and metaethical theories, but we will also investigate the application of theory to some controversial and important contemporary ethical issues.  The emphasis will be on critical examination of the authors we will be reading and class discussion will be strongly encouraged. Although it is not expected that we will reach any kind of agreement on the issues we will discuss, your are expected to reach a better understanding of one another’s position, and to become better able to offer a clear and cogent argument for your own ethical or metaethical view.  
Prerequisite: One lower-level course in philosophy.
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AESTHETICS
PHIL 343.001     MW 	2:00-3:15	LI 310
DR. CHOI
This course is an analytic and historical examination of concepts of the nature of art, artistic expression, the role of art in society, beauty, aesthetic value, aesthetic perception, and the modes of existence of artifacts. The readings will be selected both from the history of philosophy (such as Plato, Aristotle, Hume, Kant, and Hegel) and also from contemporary discussions among philosophers and other theorists of aesthetics. Prerequisite: one lower level course in philosophy or consent of instructor.

PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION
PHIL.353.001     MW	2:00-3:15	LA 2110
DR. CHRISTIAN
An examination of central topics in the philosophy of religion:  The relation between reason and faith, concepts of deity, proofs of the existence of God, the problem of evil, the status of revelation and miracles, religious pluralism.  The course will emphasize western monotheistic traditions, but when appropriate and edifying, nonwestern traditions will be considered as well. Prerequisite:  Two courses in philosophy or religion

BIOMEDICAL ETHICS
PHIL.361.101     W		7:00-9:40	LA 2114
PROF. LEARS
A search for guidelines in such moral problems as abortion, the care of the dying, organ transplants, informed consent in therapy and experimentation, adequate health care and its just distribution, control of human behavior by drugs , surgery, etc., test-tube reproduction, population control, genetic engineering and counseling.  Prerequisite:  One lower-level course in philosophy or consent of instructor.

BUSINESS ETHICS
371.001 - MW	3:30-4:45 – DR. HINE	LI 305
371.101 – MW	5:00-6:15 – DR. HINE 	LI 305
371.102 – R		7:00-9:40 – PROF. NEWHOUSE	   LA 4105
This course addresses some of the central moral questions/problems/concerns in business.   We begin the course by examining the most widely discussed theories in normative ethics of behavior: Kantianism, utilitarianism, cultural relativism, and egoism.  In unit two we focus on the ethics of employment; in this unit we address questions concerning the hiring and firing of employees, whistle-blowing, workplace discrimination, and harassment.  In the third we address ethical issues that arise as a result of globalization: Are overseas sweatshops morally permissible?  Do we have a duty to eliminate absolute poverty in third world countries?  In the final unit we look closely at theories of distributive justice, and ask whether (and to what degree) governmental interference in the economy is permissible.  Prerequisite:  One lower level course in philosophy or consent of instructor.  
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PHILOSOPHICAL TOPICS:  ANARCHISM
PHIL.380.101     W		6:00-8:40	LA 4103 
DR. POJMAN
We will critically examine the intellectual and social history and the contemporary practice and culture of anarchism.  Prerequisite:  One lower-level course  in philosophy.  


PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEMS:  THE PHILOSOPHY OF ALPHONSO LINGIS
PHIL.440.001     TR		3:30-4:45	LA 4150 
DR. FUCHS
We will engage with the work of Alphonso Lingis, one of the most original voices in contemporary American philosophy, as he takes up many of the grand themes of Western philosophy and reveals the incompleteness of the doctrines of traditional and contemporary conventional thought in their attempts to account for those experiences and phenomena that are both nearest to us in experience and yet furthest from us in comprehension: joy, justice, generosity, lust, love, self-identity, death.  Having affinity to phenomenology, existentialism and post-modernist thought without being restricted by any of them, Lingis’s reflections will guide us in thinking about: the body, the other, cultural artifacts, nature, passions, the imperatives of life, and philosophy.   We will examine whether or not this philosopher has something to reveal to us that we have not yet seen in regard to these matters.  Prerequisite:  Two courses in philosophy.


PHILOSOPHICAL PROBLEMS:  ARISTOTLE
PHIL.470.001     TR		2:00-3:15	LA 4150
DR. EVANGELIOU
The process of Greek philosophy, which began with the Presocratics, culminated in Aristotle who produced a comprehensive and impressive philosophical system.  This course is designed as an in depth study of certain aspects of the Aristotelian philosophy which have greatly influenced the shaping of the western mind.  Aristotle’s views on poetry and rhetoric, on ethics and politics, on causes and categories, on being and becoming will be examined in the light of their historical significance.  Prerequisite:  Two courses in philosophy.
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