How to Select a CITI Course

•
•
•

Login to the CITI website with your TU login information.
Under Main Menu/My Courses, Click on the “Towson University – View Courses” tab.
The tab will open to a list of active courses you are currently registered for and have
completed. Scroll to the bottom under “Learner Tools for Towson University” and click on
the option to Add a Course.

A new page will open with a series of questions. These questions are designed to help you
choose the course(s) most appropriate for your type of research.

If you are unsure of which course(s) you need to complete, please contact the IRB office at
410-704-2236 or irb@towson.edu. If you are a student, please consult the study’s Principal
Investigator or your Faculty Advisor.

Follow the instructions below to select the modules most appropriate for your
area of research

QUESTION #1 (OPTIONAL)
*Note: This course is NOT a requirement for applicants unless you are conducting research funded
through one of the following organizations:
(a) The National Institutes of Health (NIH),
(b) National Science Foundation (NSF), or
(c) U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
These agencies require certain categories of researchers to receive RCR training, which is increasingly
viewed as an essential component of training, regardless of a researcher's source of funding.
*If you do not meet this requirement, then you may select “Not at this time.”
When enrolling in one of these courses, TU faculty, staff, and students should choose one of the first
four modules listed.
For Human Subjects Research
Examples of research classifications for CITI Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) modules:
1. Biomedical RCR - Chemistry, nursing, and other clinical health programs.
2. Social and Behavioral RCR - The most commonly used module. Appropriate for psychology,
sociology, education, and more.
3. Physical Science – Least commonly used. This one may be taken for natural sciences,
engineering, etc
4. Humanities - Art, theater, history, mass communication, etc
For Laboratory Animal Research

If you are conducting research with laboratory animals, select the option “Not at this time.”

QUESTION #2 (OPTIONAL)
This question is for research with laboratory animals only and is a REQUIREMENT for IACUC
submissions. Check all options that apply to your research.
You must complete a course for each species you are working with in your research.
*For research with human participants, you may SKIP this question.

QUESTION #3
This is for human subjects research only and is a REQUIREMENT for IRB submissions. Choose
the option that best fits your research.
Students completing CITI to meet a class requirement may select “Students conducting no more
than minimal risk research,” or for a more thorough review of content may select one of the
other options.
*For research with laboratory animals, select “Not at this time.”
**If you are an IRB member, select the “IRB Members” course.

QUESTION #4
This is for export compliance of important technology, services, and information for reasons
of foreign policy and national security ONLY.
*For research with human or animal subjects, select “Not at this time, thank you.”

QUESTION #5 (OPTIONAL)
This course is for Conflicts of Interest Training ONLY. This course is designed to satisfy training
requirements with the U.S. Public Health Service (PHS) regulations on financial conflicts of interest.

If you do not meet this requirement, then you may select “No.”

QUESTION #6 (OPTIONAL)
This course is for individuals (specifically those in clinical research) interested in understanding the
regulations required by certain clinical trials to be registered in the U.S. government’s clinical trial
registry – ClinicalTrials.gov.

If you do not meet this requirement, then you may select “Not at this time.”

QUESTION #7 (OPTIONAL)
These courses are for Biosafety/Biosecurity (BSS), which includes topics covering the safe use and
containment of biohazardous agents. These are complementary training modules specifically for the
Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) and Environmental Health and Safety office (EHS).

If you do not meet this requirement, then you may SKIP this question.

QUESTION #8
The COVID-19: Back to Campus (2020-2021) course is a REQUIREMENT for students and/or employees
returning to campus. If you have been required to complete this course, please select the first option.

Click on “Submit” once all questions have been completed. You will be redirected to the Main Menu/My
Courses page with your list of courses under “Towson University Courses.”
Once you have completed your CITI course, please attach a copy of your training certification to your IRB,
IACUC, or IBC application.

