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CURRICULUM 
SPRING 2023

ARTS, CULTURE & HUMANITIES

EIGHT MORE GREAT COMPOSERS AND  
GREAT SYMPHONIES
Jonathan Palevsky

Sessions I and II
Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. (begins March 7)
Fee: $130 ($65 for each session)
Symphonies and Symphonists Part Deux! We often measure a 
composer by their symphonies so there is no question that we 
are talking about great works. We had so much fun last semester 
with the first eight, why not continue? In this course, students 
will learn about the following composers and their great works: 
1) Tchaikovsky—the greatest of all Russian romantics and perhaps 
the greatest Russian composer ever; 2) Sibelius--the pride of Fin-
land and an excellent symphonist; 3) Aaron Copland—from the 
United States; 4) Dvorak—a man who never wrote an ugly note 5) 
Cesar Franck—he only wrote one symphony but it’s fabulous; 6) 
Camille Saint Saens—it would be scandalous (almost illegal) not 
to have a French composer in this course! 7) Vaughan Williams—
one of the great English symphonists who, like Beethoven, wrote 
nine; 8) Bruckner—while some people think his music is endlessly 
endless, let’s listen to his symphonies as gorgeous cathedrals of 
sound.

Jonathan Palevsky, B.M., M.M., is program director for WBJC. 
His undergraduate studies focused on musicology and his grad-
uate work at Baltimore’s Peabody Institute focused on instru-
mental training in classical guitar performance. Jonathan can 
be heard as host of Face the Music, Past Masters, WBJC Opera 
Fest and regular afternoon classical programming on WBJC. He 
also hosts Cinema Sundays at the Charles Theater. Jonathan 
has been a regular of the Osher faculty since the former Auburn 
Society’s first semester in spring 1999.

FINDING THEIR VOICE: Women Composers 
of the Romantic Era of Music History
Lisa Woznicki

Session II
Tuesday, 1:00 p.m. (begins April 11)
Fee: $65
From the earliest periods of music history, women have fought to 
have their compositions published and performed. In a field dom-
inated by men, their gender and societal expectations limited 
women’s opportunities to be recognized as professional musi-
cians and composers. Until recently, the works of many women 
composers were omitted from textbooks, music publications, and 
concert programs, resulting in a false impression that, historically, 
women did not compose music. In the last few decades, there has 
been a rediscovery of the music of women composers and their 
works are finally finding a place on concert programs. This course 
will explore three Romantic era women who each followed a 
unique path to establish themselves as serious composers. Come 
discover the compelling personal histories and explore the glo-
rious music of Fanny Mendelssohn Hensel (German, 1895–1847), 
Clara Wieck Schumann (German, 1819–1896), and Amy Beach 
(American,1867–1944).

Lisa Woznicki is the former performing arts librarian at the 
Albert S. Cook Library at Towson University. She also taught as 
an adjunct instructor in the Music History and Culture Division 
of the Department of Music at Towson University. Ms. Woznicki 
has undergraduate degrees in English literature and music from 
Towson University, as well as master’s degrees in library science 
and music education from the University of Maryland, College 
Park, and Towson University, respectively.
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Sessions I and II
Monday, 11:15 a.m. (begins March 6)
Fee: $130 ($65 for each session)
This course will focus on four major enduring themes in art: 
portrait, landscape, holy images, and the figure. We will study 
how these themes developed through the ages. In this analytical, 
historical manner one can study each theme and why artists 
continue to work with these themes until the present day. The 
course is rich in images which invite questions and discussion. 
Note: This course will not be recorded.

Joseph Cassar, Ph.D., is an artist, art historian, curator, and 
educator. He studied at the Accademia di Belle Arti, Pietro 
Vannucci, Perugia, Italy, the School of Art in Malta (Europe) and 
at Charles Sturt University in NSW, Australia. He is the author of 
several books and monographs on the pioneers of modern art 
of the Mediterranean island of Malta, two of which have been 
awarded best prize for research in the Book Festival, Europe. 
He served as a free-lance art critic for “The Daily News” (1978–
1981) and “The Times of Malta” (1997–2000). He has lectured 
at various educational institutions in Europe and the United 
States. He lectures at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington 
DC, The Renaissance Institute, Notre Dame University, Towson 
University, York College of Pennsylvania, Johns Hopkins 
University, Community College of Baltimore County among 
others. He currently designs online art courses for the New York 
Times Knowledge Network and for the University of Maryland 
University College. As an artist he has had two residencies: 
at Luther College, Decorah Iowa (2002) and at the Virginia 
Center for the Creative Arts (2003). He was curator for the 
international Art Center: St James Cavalier Center for Creativity 
between 1999–2003.Cassar exhibits his work regularly in the 
Baltimore-Washington area.

ENDURING THEMES IN WESTERN ART
Joseph Cassar

STORYTELLER: Tales Told using Glass Art
Howard Cohen

Session I
Wednesday, 1:00 p.m.  (begins March 8)
Fee: $65
This class will illuminate the work and studio practices of 
prominent glass artists who excel at storytelling. Artists include 
Christina Bothwell who explores the relationship between 
mother and child, indigenous artist Preston Singletary who 
creates unique interpretations of Tlingit myths and legends, and 
Joyce Scott who combines beaded and blown forms to illustrate 
and vilify the horrors of slavery, rape, misogyny, and racism. 
Scott repositions craft as a potent and expressive platform for 
social commentary. Each of these artists create works which 
draw the viewer in to decipher the fascinating narratives that 
inspired them.

Howard Cohen is a Fellow of the Casualty Actuarial Society 
with a B.A. and M.A. in mathematics from Johns Hopkins 
University. He has taught courses on contemporary glass art 
at Osher at Towson University, the Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty Osher program, the Myerberg Senior Center, and at the 
Community College of Baltimore County. Howard is part of 
the tight-knit community of collectors, artists, gallery owners 
and members of institutions that support the creation of glass 
art.  He is on the board and the education co-chairman of the 
Art Alliance for Contemporary Glass. In 2022, he arranged and 
curated the first large-scale exhibition of glass art in Baltimore 
since 1996.

ONLINE COURSE
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BROADWAY MUSICALS: A Fascinating Story
Emanuel Abramovits

Sessions I and II
Friday, 11:00 a.m. (begins March 10)
Fee: $130 ($65 for each session)
Musicals have been a major part of American theater from the 
Tin Pan Alley comedies of the early 20th century to musicals 
that flourished in the heyday of mid-century America. This 
course will examine different aspects of Broadway musicals 
and the people who made them. Musicals include “Oklahoma,” 

“My Fair Lady,” “Showboat,” “Guys and Dolls,” “Hair,” “Rent,” 
“Wicked,” “Hamilton,” and more

Emanuel Abramovits has been a concert promoter since 2000, 
directly involved in many concerts by international artists, like 
Itzhak Perlman, Gustavo Dudamel, Sarah Brightman, Roger 
Hodgson, ASIA, Journey, Kenny G and many more; and de-
signed and staged many original orchestral events, including 
an event of the year winner and several world premieres. He 
served as the cultural director at Union Israelita de Caracas 
from 2008 to 2019, releasing books, organizing film cycles, 
concerts and art exhibits. He has been consistently teaching 
online and in presence across the U.S. since 2020.

Make sure you are getting Osher emails and newsletter. Email osher@towson.edu.

ONLINE COURSE

MINIMALISM RECONSIDERED
Michael Salcman

Session I
Monday, 9:30 a.m. (begins March 6)
Fee: $65
Minimalism, one of the most influential art movements since Ab-
stract Expressionism, arose in the 1960s from a convergence of 
influences different from those seen in older American art and in 
distinct opposition to 1960s pop art such as Russian Constructiv-
ism, the Bauhaus, the built environment of New York, the impact 
of geometric abstract and Color Field painters (Albers, Rothko, 
Newman, Louis, Noland), the impact of Stella and sculptors like 
David Smith, Caro and Tony Smith. The six canonical minimalists 
were all “Object Makers” (Judd, Flavin, Morris, LeWitt, Andre, 
Sandback) but the movement led to conceptual art, Earth art 
(Smithson), minimalist abstraction (Mangold, Ryman), post-min-
imalism (Hesse, Serra, Nauman) and work by a number of 
under-recognized African American and female artists. Though 
the influence of pop art on today’s art is all too evident, the 
continued influence of minimalism needs to be reconsidered.

Michael Salcman, poet, physician, and art critic, and the author 
of numerous articles in all three areas, served as chairman of 
neurosurgery at the University of Maryland and president of the 
Contemporary Museum in Baltimore. He has widely lectured on 
art and the brain, and every art movement from 1800 on, the 
history of women artists from the Renaissance to the present, 
and African-American art from the 19th century on, as well as 
The Brain as a Metaphor Making Machine. Lectures and poetry 
readings at the National Academy of Sciences, the Library of 
Congress, Newcastle University (UK), Columbia, Boston Universi-
ty, and The Writers Center.

ONLINE COURSE
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SIDNEY POITIER: Pioneer of Diversity
Arnold Blumberg

Session I
Friday, 1:00 p.m. (begins March 10)
Fee: $65 
As the first Black actor to win an Academy Award for Best 
Actor, Sidney Poitier was a pioneer of diversity and inclusion in 
cinema. He possessed a charismatic, unforgettable presence 
whose innate dignity elevated every film in which he appeared. 
During this course, we will look at Poitier’s impressive career, 
from his early appearances in “Blackboard Jungle” (1955) and 

“The Defiant Ones” (1958), to his award-winning turn in “Lillies 
of the Field” (1963), to his historic roles in movies like “Guess 
Who’s Coming to Dinner” (1967) and “In the Heat of the Night” 
(1967). Actor, director, ambassador—this course is a tribute to 
an iconic individual whose life and work enriched our culture in 
countless ways.

EDITH HEAD: COSTUMER IN THE GOLDEN AGE 
OF HOLLYWOOD
Arnold T. Blumberg

Session II
Friday, 1:00 p.m. (begins April 14)
Fee: $65
Winning a record eight Academy Awards for Best Costume 
Design during her long career, Edith Head is one of the most 
accomplished and influential costume designers in the movie 
business. Head not only defined glamour in the Golden Age 
of Hollywood but created countless ensembles that perfectly 
suited the wide range of films that availed themselves of her 
considerable talents. Spending 44 years at Paramount Studios 
before moving to Universal Studios, Head ended her career 
with a comedy that paid tribute to her decades of work and 
enabled her to revisit many of the movies that she had helped to 
make memorable. We will examine the many ways Edith Head 
contributed to cinema and culture, from “The Wanderer” (1925) 
to “Dead Men Don’t Wear Plaid” (1982).

ARTS, CULTURE & HUMANITIES

ONLINE COURSE ONLINE COURSE

BIG THANKS 
to all Osher Volunteers who 

help to make Osher a success.

ARTS, CULTURE & HUMANITIES

Dr. Arnold T. Blumberg is a pop culture historian and a professor of multiple courses in media literacy 
and other cultural topics. He has taught at UMBC, the University of Baltimore, CCBC, and Osher at 
Towson University. He spent 15 years in the comic book industry as writer and editor of The Overstreet 
Comic Book Price Guide, curated a pop culture museum for five years, and currently runs his own 
publishing company, ATB Publishing.
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DISCOVERING BIG IDEAS IN SMALL WORKS
Jon Aaron

ARTS, CULTURE & HUMANITIES

Session II
Tuesday, 2:30 p.m. (begins April 11)
Fee: $65
Never underestimate the punch in 4” x 7” paperbacks numbering 
only 100 pages when the themes include freedom, conformity, 
and patriotism. Then add the power of related poetry, sculpture, 
short film, and editorial cartoons and you find yourself joining 
a conversation that delves into the human mind and heart, 
bubbling up from big ideas that intersect across centuries and 
genres. Each of the four sessions will consider how art emerges 
from history and demands that we, in Elie Wiesel’s words, “bear 
witness,” in order to do what our species uniquely does on 
our planet—make meaning out of our lived experience. We 
will investigate aspects of works by William Shakespeare, Walt 
Whitman, Maya Angelou, Aaron Douglas, Kevin Kallaugher, James 
Clavell, and Maya Lin as we discuss emerging themes. Students in 
this course will refer to “The Children’s Story” by James Clavell so 
may want to order it or borrow from their local library. 

Jon Aaron is beginning his 47th year teaching at McDonogh 
School where he teaches English and humanities. He earned 
his B.A. from Boston University and M.L.A. from Johns Hopkins 
University in the History of Ideas Seminars  . It was at Johns 
Hopkins that Jon delighted in the connections among literature, 
art, music, history, and philosophy, and he brings that delight 
with him to this short course. Using a blend of text, sound, and 
visual imagery, Jon holds true to the following guiding image 
he has used teaching both young people and adults: “literature 
and history are windows through which we see the world and 
mirrors in which we see ourselves.”

Session II
Thursday, 1:00 p.m. (begins April 13)
Fee: $65
In this course, we will take a deep dive into Vladimir Nabokov’s ac-
claimed and controversial 1955 novel, “Lolita,” described by Nabokov 
as “a love story with the English language.” At first famous as an 

“erotic novel” about a middle-aged man’s obsession with a young girl, 
Lolita later came to be recognized as a virtuosic masterpiece, an en-
grossing, anguished story told from the perspective of an eloquent 
and self-deceived criminal. We will study the novel’s style, themes, 
history, and critical reception.

Mikita Brottman has a D.Phil. in English language and literature 
from Oxford University and has taught at a number of universities 
in Europe and the United States. For the last twenty years, she has 
been professor of English literature in the Department of Human-
istic Studies at the Maryland Institute College of Art. She is also a 
certified psychoanalyst and a true crime writer.   

“LOLITA”
Mikita Brottman
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MEMENTO MORI
Mark Greenberg

Session II
Thursday, 11:00 a.m. (begins April 13)
Fee: $65
Memento mori is a trope popularized in the 16th century and 
usually associated with images like a skull and cross bones or 
a depiction of the Grim Reaper. It was used to remind people 
of their mortality and to encourage them to live their “best” 
lives in recognition of the precarious and ephemeral nature of 
life. In our modern western culture, we go to great lengths to 
camouflage and insulate ourselves from the reality of death. 
Our memento mori is reserved for one day a year on Halloween. 
In this discussion-based course we will endeavor to create a 
safe space where we can share our wisdom and insights as well 
as our trepidations and questions related to death and dying. 
We will reflect upon our preconceived notions and will discern 
for ourselves if our long-held assumptions about death remain 
salutary and consonant with our current understanding of the 
world we inhabit. We will contemplate how prepared we are 
to die and consider the benefits of living with a heightened 
awareness that death is not just inevitable but also only a 
breath away.

Mark Greenberg has been a member of Osher at Towson 
University and a volunteer on the classroom facilitation 
committee since 2013. He retired from Catholic Charities of 
Baltimore where he served as director of the Family Services 
Division and as the special assistant to the executive director. 
Mark is a licensed clinical social worker who maintains a 
part-time private practice. He has been a volunteer at Gilchrist 
Hospice since 2016. At Gilchrist, he serves as an end-of-life 
doula; a facilitator of grief support groups; a companion 
to patients in hospice care and as a bereavement outreach 
worker. For the last six years Mark has also participated in a 
group entitled Making Friends with Death, sponsored by the 
Shambhala Center of Baltimore.

SCHOPENHAUER: The Godfather of  
Pessimism
Ed Fotheringill

Session II
Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. (begins April 12)
Fee: $65
The 19th century German philosopher, Arthur Schopenhauer, is 
one of the most interesting (and baffling) thinkers in the history 
of Western philosophy. His intellectual range was impressive in 
that he was well versed in philosophy, literature, science, and 
the fine arts. Reading Schopenhauer today, we see that his work 
foreshadowed some important insights of Nietzsche, Darwin, 
Freud, and Einstein. That said, Schopenhauer is most famous 
for his radical, extreme pessimism. He thought life was a waking 

“nightmare” filled with pain and suffering and the constant 
specter of death. No philosopher has expressed such a deep and 
vindictive hatred of life and the human species. In this course 
we will examine the themes and principles of Schopenhauer’s 
philosophy and come to see that he who bitches about life best 
has the luxury of doing so.

Edward Fotheringill has taught philosophy for over forty 
years. For many years he held the position of senior lecturer 
of Philosophy at Towson University and Goucher College. He 
finished his formal teaching career as professor of philosophy 
and pntellectual history at the Maryland Institute College of Art.
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THE WORLD OF KING DAVID
Ellen O’Brien

Sessions I and II
Thursday, 9:30 a.m. (begins March 9)
Fee: $130 ($65 for each session)
As he is presented in the Bible, King David was ideally suited 
to the tasks of kingship that came to him. His victories over the 
Philistines and his establishment of a powerful kingdom show 
him to be a shrewd military strategist with political skills. Yet 
the story of David necessarily depends on the reliability of the 
written sources in which he is presented. In this course, we will 
look at the sources and stories of his ancestors. We will also 
see the controversy over his legitimacy and whether he slew 
Goliath. Plus, his marriage to Michal, his affair with Bathsheba, 
and his interactions with his children. Then, what does current 
archaeology tell us about the time he lived in, his life as an 
outlaw, and his thirty-year rule?

Ellen O’Brien holds a B.A. from St Catherine’s University in St. 
Paul, Minnesota, an M.L.A. from the Johns Hopkins University, 
a J.D. from the University of Maryland School of Law, and 
a M.A. in theology from St. Mary’s University and Seminary. 
She practiced law for thirty years and has previously taught 
classes for Osher at Towson University including courses on 
Genesis, Job, and the Exodus. Her most recent course was on 
the Apocryphal and Gnostic Gospels.

ARTS, CULTURE & HUMANITIES

EASTER NARRATIVES OF THE NEW 
TESTAMENT
Father Robert Albright

Sessions I and II
Wednesday, 11:00 a.m. (begins March 8)
Fee: $130 ($65 for each session)
We shall examine the texts of the Bible (both Old and New 
Testaments) that speak of one of the most puzzling mysteries 
ever told—that of resurrection from the dead—the faith of the 
early Jewish Christian communities, found in all four Gospels and 
the Letters of Saint Paul in the New Testament portion of the 
Bible—that Jesus of Nazareth, a first century Jew, was raised by 
God from the dead and sits at the right hand of God. In Christian 
parlance, this is called “Easter.” During the eight-week course 
there will be questions, doubts, certainties, speculation, exegesis, 
hermeneutics, faith, fact, fiction, and mystery as we study the 

“Easter Narratives of the New Testaments.”

Rev. Robert E. Albright is a retired Catholic priest of the Archdi-
ocese of Baltimore. He served as the Catholic Campus Minister 
at Towson University for the 26 years before his retirement in 
July 2006. Through teaching a scholarly approach to the Bible 
over the past 50 years, Father Bob has explored greater inter-
faith issues at the Institute for Islamic, Christian, and Jewish 
Studies of Baltimore. He has studied twice in Israel at the In-
ternational Center for Holocaust Studies and has been to Israel 
over 18 times leading study tours and retreats and doing private 
research in Biblical sites and studying the Palestinian/Israeli 
situation. Father Bob is engaged in numerous Catholic/Jewish 
endeavors including a funded program to educate Jewish and 
Catholic high school students in each other’s tradition.


