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ARTS, CULTURE & HUMANITIES

MODERN LABOR HISTORY
Bill Barry

Sessions I and II
Tuesday, 1:00 p.m. (begins March 7)
Fee: $130 ($65 for each session)
With a surge in new labor organization at companies like 
Amazon, Starbucks, and Apple along with increased public 
support, unions are big news. This course will cover the history of 
labor over the past 50 years, from the clerical organizing of the 
nine to five workday through the Reagan administration to the 
free trade movement, and the anti-unionism of the early 21st cen-
tury. The class will emphasize current events and new organizing 
campaigns. Several guest speakers will present their experiences.

Bill Barry is the retired director of labor studies at The Com-
munity College of Baltimore County-Dundalk. Bill has given 
lectures and taught courses at Osher on labor history, history 
and culture of the 1930s, and the history of slavery.

SOCIAL SCIENCES

PIONEERS OF WOMEN'S RIGHTS IN AMERICA
Robert Baer

Sessions I and II
Tuesday, 11:00 a.m. (begins March 7)
Fee: $130 ($65 for each session)
Nineteenth century America witnessed the beginning of a 
movement among women to challenge traditional limitations, 
push for new opportunities, and promote equal rights  . This 
course will explore many of the groundbreaking women, who 
against tremendous odds, made great strides toward creating a 
more equal society. We will explore the contributions of women 
who broke down barriers in politics, education, law, religion, labor 
and social relations. Women to be discussed include Susan B. 
Anthony, Margaret Fuller, Fanny Wright, Ida B. Wells, Sojourner 
Truth, Clara Barton, Victoria Woodhull, and many more.

Robert Baer holds a B.A. in history from Towson University, an 
M.L.A. in the history of ideas from Johns Hopkins University, 
and a D.Ed. in higher education from Morgan State University. 
He spent 30 years as a college administrator in Connecticut, 
New York, and Maryland. He has been an instructor in history at 
York College-CUNY, Norwalk Community College, Community 
College of Baltimore, and Howard Community College.
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Thank you for being part of the Osher community!

SOCIAL SCIENCES

WHAT IS CRITICAL RACE THEORY?
Fred Pincus

Session I
Monday, 1:00 p.m. (begins March 6)
Fee: $65
Although the origins of critical race theory (CRT) date back to the late 1970s, it burst into public view in 
2020 and has been a source of controversy ever since. Misinformation, whether intentional or not, has 
run rampant. This course will first explain the basic tenants of CRT are and then explain the resulting con-
troversy. We will discuss banning books from libraries and school curricula, controversies in school board 
meetings, and how politicians have reacted to CRT. Ample time for class discussion will be provided.

Fred Pincus is a professor emeritus of sociology at UMBC where he taught courses in race, ethnicity 
and diversity for more than 40 years. He is the author of four books including “Confessions of a Radical 
Sociologist: A Memoir” (2020). He has published several op-eds about CRT including “Battles Over 
Book Bans Reflect Conflicts From the 1980s,” in The Conversation, March 7, 2022.

ONLINE COURSE
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BALTIMORE THROUGH THE DECADES: 
1890S–1920S
Jack Burkert

Session I
Tuesday, 11:00 a.m. (begins March 7)
Fee: $65
This four-week course delves into Baltimore history from 
the late 19th century through the Roaring Twenties. A city 
of immigrants, Baltimore became an industrial hub by the 
turn of the century with shipping and railroads enabling the 
city to become an important center for commerce. Disaster 
came early in the next century with the Great Baltimore 
Fire consuming the city center. Rebuilding the city became 
a primary task. Social strife also affected Baltimore and the 
1910s was a decade of change and great expectations for the 
city. The 1920s saw the emergence of Baltimore as a modern 
industrial city with the amenities of post-war life ringing in 
the Roaring Twenties.

SOCIAL SCIENCES

BALTIMORE THROUGH THE DECADES: 
1930S–1960S
Jack Burkert

Session II
Monday, 1:00 p.m. (begins April 17)
Fee: $65
In this course, follow Baltimore history from the distressing years 
of the Great Depression to the politically and socially active 
decade of the 1960s. Baltimore and the rest of the country 
entered uncharted territory with the unparalleled economic 
downturn of the 1930s. In this decade of uncertainty there was a 
slow economic recovery along with growing Civil Rights activism. 
The following decade the city contended with WWII from the 
home front. The 1950s brought lasting changes to how people 
lived in and around the region. Automobiles, highways, the Red 
Scare, poodle skirts, and fast food became modern trends. Bal-
timore in the 1960s was the setting for changing times, protests, 
and civil unrest. We will journey through these critical decades in 
Baltimore history.

ONLINE COURSE

Jack Burkert is a Baltimore native with a deep interest in the history of the city. Jack graduated 
with honors with a degree in history and education from the University of Maryland. His working 
life was spent in various educator roles, beginning with five years in the Baltimore City School 
system, later at the Pennsylvania State University, through private employers in Washington and 
New York City, and until his retirement a few years ago, in his own consulting firm.
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SOCIAL SCIENCES

Capitalism, Government, Money, and the 
Future of the World, Part 2
Mark Yourek

Session II
Wednesday, 1:00 p.m. and Thursday, 11 a.m.* 
(begins April 12, course will run for five weeks)
Fee: $130
Last fall we traced the development of capitalism from its origins 
to the early 20th century. In this course, we will look at more 
recent history. How have events unfolded since World War II? Are 
recent events in keeping with the observations we made in Part 
1 of the course? Or have things been changing in fundamental 
ways? What does it tell us about how things may unfold in the 
future? Although this is a continuation of the fall semester course, 
that course is not a prerequisite. Note: This class will have class 
meetings on two consecutive days. Please plan to attend both 
classes each week. This class will meet for five weeks.

Mark Yourek is a business professional who has worked for 
major corporations in the United States and around the world. 
He is a student of economics and international relations and 
holds an M.B.A. from UCLA and a B.A. in international relations 
from USC (University of Southern California).

THE NEIGHBORHOODS OF BALTIMORE 
Jennifer Liles

Session I
Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. (begins March 8)
Fee: $65
Baltimore is known for its many distinct neighborhoods. How did 
these neighborhoods originate and what made them flourish? 
In this course, we will look at the history of Baltimore through its 
neighborhoods, the industries, and the people who called these 
neighborhoods home. As we find out how each neighborhood 
emerged, we will learn more about the timelines and evolution of 
these areas of Baltimore. Each neighborhood has gone through 
multiple generations of change while remaining a unique part 
of Baltimore. This four-week course will touch on the major 
Baltimore City neighborhoods such as Old Town, Jonestown, 
Baltimore Downtown, Canton, Highlandtown, Hampden, Mt. 
Washington, Fells Point, Hamilton, Roland Park, Liberty Heights, 
Curtis Bay, Pigtown, Edmonson Village, and others.

Jennifer Liles is a public historian with a degree from Stevenson 
University in public history. Her interests lie in the history of 
Baltimore and Maryland. The industrial history and the people 
who have made Baltimore their homes are of special interest to 
her work with organizations such as The Baltimore Museum of 
Industry and Baltimore Heritage. She is also a researcher for the 
Maryland Lynching Memorial Project.


