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ARTS, CULTURE & HUMANITIES
“Eight More Great Composers and Eight Great Symphonies” Jonathan Palevsky 
Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. Sessions I & II 
Join Jonathan Palevsky to learn about eight great composers and symphonies. The previous course is not a prerequisite.  

“Finding their Voice: Women Composers of the Romantic Era of Music History” Lisa Woznicki  
Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m., Session II  
From the earliest periods of music history, women have fought to have their compositions published and performed. In a field 
dominated by men, their gender and societal expectations limited women’s opportunities to be recognized as professional 
musicians and composers. This course will explore three Romantic Era women who each followed a unique path to establish 
themselves as serious composers. 

“Storytellers: Tales Told Using Glass Art” Howard Cohen    
Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. Session I  
This class will illuminate the work and studio practices of prominent glass artists who excel at storytelling. Artists include 
Christina Bothwell who explores the relationship between Mother and Child, indigenous artist Preston Singletary who creates 
unique interpretations of Tlingit myths and legends, and Joyce Scott who combines beaded and blown forms to illustrate and 
vilify the horrors of slavery, rape, misogyny, and racism. 

ONLINE COURSE: “Enduring Themes in Western Art” Joseph Cassar  
Mondays at 11:15 a.m. Sessions I & II
This course will focus on four major enduring themes in art, namely portraits, landscape, holy pictures, and the figure. We 
will study how these themes developed through the ages. In this analytical, historical manner one can study each theme and 
why artists continue to work with these themes until present day. The course is rich in images which invite questions and 
discussion. 

ONLINE COURSE: “Minimalism Reconsidered” Michael Salcman  
Mondays at 9:30 a.m. Session I 
Minimalism is one of the most influential art movements since Abstract Expressionism. It arose in the 1960s from a 
confluence of influences different from those seen in older American art. It is in distinct opposition to 1960s Pop Art: Russian 
Constructivism, the Bauhaus, the built environment of New York, and the impact of geometric abstract and Color Field 
painters. Though the influence of Pop Art on today’s art is all too evident, the continued influence of Minimalism needs to be 
reconsidered.  

ONLINE COURSE: “Broadway Musicals: A Fascinating Story” Emanuel Abramovitz  
Fridays at 11:00 a.m. Sessions I & II  
Musicals have been a major part of American theater from the Tin Pan Alley comedies of the early 20th century to musicals 
that flourished in the heyday of mid-century America. This course will examine different aspects of Broadway musicals and the 
people who made them. Musicals include “Oklahoma”, “My Fair Lady”, “Showboat”, “Guys and Dolls”, “Hair”, “Rent”, and more.  

ONLINE COURSE: “Sidney Poitier: Pioneer of Diversity” Arnold Blumberg   
Fridays at 1:00 p.m. Session I  
As the first black actor to win an Oscar for Best Actor, Sidney Poitier was a pioneer of diversity and inclusion in cinema, and a 
charismatic, unforgettable presence whose innate dignity elevated every film in which he appeared. This course is a tribute to 
an iconic individual whose life and work enriched our culture in countless ways.   
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ONLINE COURSE: “Edith Head–Costumer in the Golden Age of Hollywood” Arnold Blumberg   
Fridays at 1:00 p.m. Session II
Edith Head not only defined glamour in the Golden Age of Hollywood but created countless ensembles that perfectly 
suited the wide range of films that availed themselves of her considerable talents. This course will look at the many ways 
Edith Head contributed to cinema and culture, from The Wanderer (1925) to Dead Men Don’t Wear Plaid (1982).  

“Lolita” Mikita Brottman  
Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. Session II 
In this 4-week course, we will take a deep dive into Vladimir Nabokov’s acclaimed and controversial 1955 novel, “Lolita”, 
described by Nabokov as “a love story with the English language.” At first famous as an “erotic novel” about a middle-
aged man’s obsession with a young girl, Lolita later came to be recognized as a virtuosic masterpiece, an engrossing, 
anguished story told from the perspective of an eloquent and self-deceived criminal. We will study the novel’s style, 
themes, history, and critical reception. 

“Discovering Big Ideas in Short Works” Jon Aaron  
Tuesdays at 2:30 p.m. Session II 
Never underestimate the punch in 4” x 7” paperbacks numbering only 100 pages when the themes include freedom, 
conformity, and patriotism. Each of the four sessions will consider how art emerges from history and demands that we, in 
Elie Wiesel’s words, “bear witness” in order to do what our species uniquely does on our planet—make meaning out of 
our lived experience.   

“Memento Mori” Mark Greenberg     
Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. Session II 
Memento Mori is a trope popularized in the 16th century, usually associated with images like a skull and cross bones or 
a depiction of the Grim Reaper. It was used to remind people of their mortality and to encourage them to live their “best” 
lives because life is precarious and ephemeral. In this discussion-based course we will endeavor to create a safe space 
where we can share our wisdom and insights as well as our trepidations and questions related to death and dying. 

“Schopenhauer: The Godfather of Pessimism” Ed Fotheringill  
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. Session II 
The 19th century German philosopher, Arthur Schopenhauer, is one of the most interesting (and baffling) thinkers in the 
history of Western Philosophy. Schopenhauer is most famous for his radical, extreme pessimism. He thought life was a 
waking “nightmare” filled with pain and suffering and the constant specter of death. In this course we will examine the 
themes and principles of Schopenhauer’s philosophy and come to see that he who bitches about life best has the luxury 
of doing so. 

“Easter Narratives of the New Testament” Father Bob Albright  
Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. Sessions I & II 
We shall examine the texts of the Bible (both Old and New Testaments) that speak of one of the most puzzling mysteries 
ever told, the Resurrection from the Dead. In Christian parlance, this is called “Easter.” It will be 8 weeks of questions, 
doubts, certainties, speculation, exegesis, hermeneutics, faith, fact, fiction, and mystery as we study the “Easter 
Narratives of the New Testament.” 

“The World of King David” Ellen O’Brien  
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. Sessions I & II 
As he is presented in the Bible, King David was ideally suited to the tasks of kingship that came to him. His victories over 
the Philistines and his establishment of a powerful kingdom show him to be a shrewd military strategist with political 
skills. Yet the story of David necessarily depends on the reliability of the written sources in which he is presented. So, let’s 
look at the sources and the stories of his ancestors.
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SOCIAL SCIENCES 
“Modern Labor History” Bill Barry 
Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m.  Sessions I & II 
With a surge in new organizing at companies like Amazon, Starbucks and Apple, and increased public support for 
unionism, unions are big news. This course will cover the history of the past 50 years, from the clerical organizing of 9 to 
5 through the Reagan administration to the free trade movement, and the anti-unionism of the early 21st century. 

“Pioneers of Women’s Rights in America” Bob Baer  
Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. Sessions I & II 
This course will explore many groundbreaking women who made great strides toward creating a more equal society. 
Women to be discussed include Susan B. Anthony, Margaret Fuller, Fanny Wright, Ida B. Wells, Sojourner Truth, Clara 
Barton, Victoria Woodhull, and many more. 

ONLINE COURSE: “What is Critical Race Theory?” Fred Pincus  
Mondays at 1:00 p.m. Session I
Although the origins of Critical Race Theory (CRT) date back to the late 1970s, it burst into public view in 2020 and has 
been a source of controversy ever since. Misinformation, whether intentional or not, has run rampant. This course will first 
explain the basic tenants of CRT are and then explain the resulting controversy. 

“Baltimore through the Decades: 1890s–1920s” Jack Burkert  
Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. Session I 
This course explores Baltimore from its entrance into the Industrial Age, through the turn of the century and into Roaring 
Twenties. Learn how Baltimore became an important center for commerce at the beginning of the 20th century, how 
Baltimore rebuilt after the Great Fire of 1904, and how it emerged as a modern industrial city in the 1920s. 

ONLINE COURSE: “Baltimore through the Decades: 1930s–1960s” Jack Burkert  
Mondays at 1:00 p.m. Session II (starts April 17)
This course begins in the 1930s as Baltimore and the nation experienced a decade of uncertainty during the Great 
Depression, followed by Baltimore on the home front during World War II. Explore the mid-century Baltimore of the 1950s 
and the turbulence of the 1960s.  

“The Neighborhoods of Baltimore” Jennifer Liles  
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. Session I 
Take a look into Baltimore City though the neighborhoods, the industry, and the people who called these neighborhoods 
home and made them unique. Each neighborhood has gone through multiple generations of change while remaining a 
unique part of Baltimore. 

“Capitalism, Government, Money, and the Future of the World, Part 2” Mark Yourek  
Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. AND Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. Session II  
Last fall we traced the development of capitalism from its origins to the early 20th century. Now it's time to look at more 
recent history. How have events unfolded since World War II? Are recent events in keeping with the observations we 
made in Part 1 of the course? Or have things been changing in fundamental ways? What does it tell us about how things 
may unfold in the future? Part 1 is not a prerequisite for taking this course.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  
ONLINE COURSE: “The Moon in Art, Science, and Culture” James O’Leary 
Fridays at 9:30 a.m. Sessions I & II
The Moon has fascinated cultures across time and place, inspiring artists, poets, and scientists to portray its 
beauty, study its mysteries, and explore its origins. Examine all the ways we encounter the Moon—phases, tides, 
Blue Moon, Harvest Moon, solar and lunar eclipses, and the Moon’s many prominent features visible by the eye, 
binoculars, and telescope.  

“Unquestionable Answers and Unanswered Questions” Daniel Golombek  
Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. Session I 
In this course we will explore why there is something where there could be nothing. We will explore how astronomy, 
particle physics, biology, and chemistry help us understand where we are coming from and where we are going – 
both as a species but also as inhabitants of the universe. 

ONLINE COURSE: “Windows of the Universe” Daniel Golombek  
Mondays at 9:30 a.m. Session II 
Learn how decisions are made to select new astronomical facilities and how these facilities operate and are used 
by the international community of professional and amateur astronomers. We will discuss the important discoveries 
and the societal impact of the flagship space observatories, particularly the Hubble Space Telescope and the James 
Webb Space Telescope. 

“A History of Doubted Paternity from Bastardy Laws to Paternity Tests” Robert Wenk  
Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. Sessions I & II 
People have wondered “Who’s the daddy?” from ancient times.  In Europe, separate laws developed for nobles and 
commoners.  Noblemen acknowledged paternity of children born out of wedlock and raised them. Contemporary 
laws are similar; child support is more about money than children. In this course, I will trace European, British, 
and American history of paternity laws, the developments of genetic testing and the interplay of social, legal and 
scientific issues. 

“Understanding Wireless Technology” Guillermo Warley  
Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. Session I 
This class will introduce the fundamental technical concepts of wireless and explain in simple terms how it works. 
We will review its history and major milestones since its origins and discuss several of the wireless applications 
that surround us today, such as cellular, Wi-Fi and others. We will discuss current views on the health effects of 
electromagnetic waves and illustrate concepts with examples and video clips. 

“Personalized Medicine: Shaping the Future of Healthcare” Ann Farrell  
Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. Session II 
Personalized medicine is set to fundamentally change the delivery of healthcare as we move away from a ‘one 
size fits all’ approach towards prevention and treatment strategies tailored to individuals. This course explores in 
laymen’s terms how personalized medicine’s use of genetics and epigenetics in medical and dental care today 
impacts the health and healthcare decisions of older Americans. 


