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Note From The
Department Chair

It is a pleasure and privilege to recognize the commitment and work of
the many students and faculty who have contributed to the publication of
the 2018 edition of the Towson University Journal of Historical Studies.

Since the first edition of the Journal appeared in the Spring of 1998 under
the initiative and leadership of student-editor Ms. Shannon Stevens,
the Journal has continued as a highly successful student-centered
enterprise. The energy, direction, and, most importantly, the essays
themselves, all come from Towson students, especially those who are
members of the History Honor Society, Phi Alpha Theta, Theta-Beta chapter.

Faculty have played a key role in assisting, advising, and mentoring Towson
students with the Journal. Dr. Karl Larew provided critical support for the launch of
the Journal, and the continuing hard work and dedication of the Theta-Beta chapter
Faculty Advisor, Dr. Benjamin Zajicek, and of Journal Faculty Advisor Dr. Tunde
Oduntan, have helped maintain a strong record of accomplishment for the Journal.

Working together, students and faculty have realized an important achievement,
one that reflects well upon the Department of History and Towson University, but
that most of all makes evident the intelligence, writing skill, and determination
of Towson students. Congratulations on the great success of your efforts!

Ronn Pineo
Professor and Chair
Department of History
Towson University



Note From The Editors

For historians, the excitement is in the process. To find, to search, to decipher:
these are the greatest joys of the historical detective, ever trying to discover
the secrets of yesterday. As editors of the 2018 Towson Journal of Historical
Studies, we are lucky to showcase the fruits of Towson University's historians’
labor. These investigators of the past have worked hard to chronicle the
stories of communities across the globe, from Japan to Russia to our own
Towson University. The histories presented in this volume are the best of
Towson's history writers, and we, as an Editorial Board, are grateful for
the opportunity to review and present such interesting and exciting work.

In “Sounds of Resistance,” author Morgan House historically contextualizes
the modern generation of Japanese youth known as the “freeter.” A freeter
is a disillusioned Japanese youth, who is stuck within the stagnated bubble
economy of Japan, a result of Japan's post- World War Il economic policies.
Due to the stagnated economy, the youth is unable to find a permanent, well-
paying jobs. This has an extremely negative impact on the Japanese youth
economically, socially, and psychologically, as they are unable to successfully
transition to adulthood. Next, the author draws comparisons between two
seemingly unrelated topics, the freeter generation and the rise of noise music,
a new musical genre in Japan. Noise music is described as the foil of music
as it is comprised of non-traditional sounds that might make some people
uncomfortable.. The author strongly argues that the rise in noise music in
Japan is a social manifestation of the freeter generation and its frustrations.

Much in contrast with the social history of the Japanese freeter, the next
article, “Human Dust': General Wrangel and the Russian Exiles," recounts
the political narrative of the White Army after the Bolsheviks won the Russian
civil war. Carefully written by lan Lazarenko, this article uniquely recounts a
story of defeat rather than victory. However, much can be learned by history's
failures. Lazarenko specifically focuses on General Wrangel, the military
leader for the Russian White army that fought against the Bolshevik Red Army.
Wrangel struggled after the defeat of the White Army to lead the loyalists who
supported the Czar and had been exiled to Europe. Lazarenko chronicles the
General's endless, yet failed, attempts to get the recognition of the foreign
governments. Lazarenko reminds readers that a war has two sides, and while
histories tend to focus on the victors, the losing side has a story of its own.



Returning to the genre of social history, in “Fraternizing in the Face of
Femininity,” author Sarah Patrini deciphers the increased popularity of
fraternities in mid-19th century United States. She adeptly argues that men
started joining fraternities in response to the feminization of society. To avoid
this feminized society, white men joined fraternities and excluded women
and other races from such groups. In fraternal orders, men were allowed
to reclaim and reassert their manhood through various rituals. In addition,
these orders provided men with upward social mobility and monetary support,
allowing them to assert their dominance in society as members of a higher
socioeconomic class and in the household as the breadwinners. Thus,
these fraternal orders asserted and confirmed the masculinity of white men.

Next, in “Jadids, Muslim Marxism, and the Soviet State,” Michael Scire
eloguently details the evolution of the dynamic relationship between the Jadids
and Soviet state, placing the cultural movement within a political context.
This relationship was initially marked by mutual support: the Jadids mixed
principles of Marxism with Islam, and the Bolsheviks supported the Jadids’
cultural revolution. However, Sciré rightfully notes that conflict was inevitable.
The Jadids mixed socialism with nationalism, which conflicted with Soviet
ideology. Furthermore, the Jadids soon realized that the Soviet government
was less committed to the “East” than to its European subjects, and they began
criticizing Soviet policies. The ideological differences between the two groups
led to a deterioration of their relationship, and fitting the nature of the Soviet
regime, this deterioration manifested in suspicion and purges of the Jadids.

Finally, author, Morgan Sigur analyzes a subject close to home by reviewing
Towson University's interactions with African American students during and
after the Civil Rights Movement in her article, “Black Representation on
Campus.” Just as more African American students enrolled at Towson, some
Black students across the country adopted the ideology of Black Power to
express their dissatisfaction over the direction of the Civil Rights Movement.
While most Towson students did not join this movement, the campus provided
them other empowering opportunities through organizations like the Black
Student Union. Through such efforts, Towson University was able to attract
more Black students, thereby becoming a more inclusive and diverse campus.

The aforementioned articles provide a rich testament to the historical
investigation and analysis occurring at Towson University. We are thankful for
the opportunity to compile these works into Volume 15, made possible by the
Towson History Department. Specifically, we would like to thank Dr. Oluwatoyin
Oduntan for his advice, guidance, and excellent reviewing skills. Dr. Ropers
provided invaluable support in the final development of the Journal, with his
patient teaching of the publishing software. Further, we are grateful for all of
the faculty support and hours spent reviewing student submissions. Without
their help, this production would not be possible. We would like to thank Felicity



Knox of the Towson University Archives for providing the amazing coverimage,
taken in Cook Library. Also, we are grateful for the Theta-Beta chapter of Phi
Alpha Theta, the backbone of the Journal. Finally, we thank the readers for
being interested in historical research. Keep searching for the truth of yesterday!

Towson Journal of Historical Studies
Editor

Sophia Zahner

Assistant Editor

Amna Rana

Editorial Board

Nicholas Diunizio

Michael Scire

Patrick Harris
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Morgan House

Sounds of Resistance:
Noise Music and the
Japanese Precariat Class

Introduction

The social and economic landscape of contemporary Japan is the product
of a long history of war, post-war reconstruction, and economic expansion.
Since the 1980s, economic stagnation, through a declining manufacturing
sector and the use of increasingly exploited and irregular labor, has plagued
the Japanese economy. This article examines the condition of the many
Japanese young adults trapped as temporary and part-time casual labor.

The Japanese irregular worker does not exist in an economic, historical, or
social vacuum, and as such, is informed by a variety of factors. Japan's post-
war economic restructuring and cultural values amidst the backdrop of an
increasingly global and neoliberal economy have all played a role in the creation
of the irregular warker. This intersection of factors characterizes the position
of the irregular worker as dangerous and unstable, becoming increasingly
referred to as the "precariat" class by scholars and observers. The aim of this
article is to further explore the position of the precariat in Japan and provide
an alternate framing for the discussion of this figure, one that pays homage to
Japan's fascination with the production and cansumption of aural culture. In the
same way that the irregular worker in the form of the precariat is the foil of the
successful Japanese full-time worker, so too does noise embody a role as the
antithesis of music. These pairings are certainly oppositional in nature, but the
Japanese irregular worker—one of a precarious social and economic existence—
not only occupies the same oppositional role in the comparison above, but may
also be characterized as noise itself. This is to say that the troublesome and
unnatural presence that can deafen an audience, interrupt a signal, and render a
functioning system defunct shares some commonalities with the existence of the
precariat, who does not easily fit the modus operandi of social life, employment,
goal setting, and achievement in Japan. The tension between realizing one's
own dreams, becoming a respectable adult (which unavoidably qualifies
discussions of masculinity and maturation), maintaining employment, and
maintaining a family all factor into the existence of the Japanese precariat, who
occupies and inhabits a space overloaded with innumerable intersecting signals.

In the following pages, | examine the Japanese precariat in terms of both the
irregular laborer as well as an individual who creates noise, a fundamental
link between noise and the problematized irregular worker. | begin with
a brief synopsis of the Japanese post-war economy, before turning to an
extended discussion of labor in contemporary Japan. | show how significant



differences in the structures of labor markets (formal vs. informal labor,
i.e. full-time vs. part-time) have resulted in an increasingly disillusioned
Japanese youth. The rigid economic system, which younger generations
have been born into from the late 1970s onward, can be located in the telling
presence of noise, noise musicians and activists. Among these, Amamiya
Karin,! through her music and documentaries, was able to voice anxieties
regarding "freeter" positionality as a member of Japan's “Lost Generation.”

The Bubble Economy

In the immediate aftermath of the Asia-Pacific War (1931-1945), Japan was a
country characterized by the omnipresent influence of the United States. Its
burgeoning economy, with the help of the United States, quickly recovered
from the destructive war that ravaged the Asian continent and left entire cities
leveled. Japan underwent a transformation during the Allied Occupation
(1945-1952), as the country's economic mentality went from one of survival
(preventing the immediate starvation and death of citizens) to one of rapid
growth and economic expansion.? Following this trajectory, Japan became
an economic and industrial powerhouse and was metaphorically reborn on
the world stage as it hosted the Tokyo Olympics in 1964.2 In the following two
decades, a burgeoning “bubble economy,” which indulged in rampant real
estate and stock speculation, came to a halt, resulting in several significant
changes for ardinary workers. While scholars and the media often refer to the
bubble “bursting,” Brett Walker notes, “an immediate event, but rather a slow
deterioration of the economic boom triggered by real estate and stock price
inflation.™ As the reality of the declining economic situation set in, corporations
engaged in practices that aimed to generate stability for themselves, while
simultaneously stimulating the creation of a stagnant job market and the birth
of the “lost generation.” Working in tandem with corporations were neoliberal
policy reforms enacted by Prime Minister Koizumi Jun'ichiro, whose party laid
the foundation for the temporary and casual employment seen in Japan today.

Prime Minister Koizumi's administration was characterized by a motto of
“reform,” the formula for which was

“privatization, deregulation, deepening dependence on the United States [...]
more patriotism and more national pride, a revised constitution and Fundamental
Law of Education, the substitution of a Hayekian, neo-liberal, American way for
the Keynesian doken kokka [‘construction state’] redistributive, egalitarian way."

Perhaps one of Koizumi's most noticeable efforts was the privatization
of the Japanese Post Office, a move which was not supported with any
solid reasoning. His platform functioned through the avoidance of subjects
including “ecological crisis, diplomatic isolation, chronic indebtedness,



population decline and graying, abandonment of the ‘Japanese’ employment
system, rising child crime figures, rising suicide figures, and deep social
pessimism.”” This political aversion to prominent contemporary economic
and social issues within the country did nothing more than make issues
surrounding the “Lost Generation” less accessible for discussion and resolution.

Defining the Proletariat/Precariat

The path leading to Japan's “bubble economy” provides a better understanding
and critique of the growing inequities in the Japanese workforce today. In
Marxist theory, the proletariat is a social class characterized by their wage-
earning nature and reliance on the sale of their labor as a service. Owning
nothing but their labor, they are quick to be exploited by the bourgeoisie
who—in a capitalist system—profit off the capital and wealth generated by
the proletariat's labor. It could be said from this alone that the position of the
proletariat is not favorable, for their position is one of constant uncertainty.
One cannot talk about the precariat without understanding the proletariat, for
the two terms share linguistic roots. When the term precariat is henceforth
used, it will carry with it an implicit understanding of Marx's proletariat.

The precariat has become a term utilized in global discourse to describe not
only the precarious position of the proletariat writ large, but also the millions
of workers in Japan who are employed on an irregular, non-permanent, and
unstable basis.® Amamiya Karin, a writer, former member of an ultranationalist
punk band, and ally of the precariat mavement in Japan, theorizes that
the concept of precarity acts as a unification of “various groups of workers
through shared vulnerability as the basis for a common cause.” Her working
definition of the precariat identity includes groups such as “furita or freeters:
freelance workers, temporary workers, undocumented workers, and others
with low or unstable wages, few or no benefits, and little job security."®

This vulnerability cited by Amamiya has an economic component, as these
workers struggle to subsist on wage labor that does not offer opportunities
of upward mobility. A social component to being in a financially limited
situation is present too, because social existence and mobility is almost
always tied to one's economic status. As such, freeter issues of social
alienation, psychological health, and self-perception cannot be ignored.
Historian Romit Dasgupta cites an occurrence in Akihabara in 2008 when a
freeter killed seven people and injured many more in an attack that conforms
to a post-bubble trend of spontaneous and bizarre violent crimes.! Yuma
Kaobayashi for example, a 24-year old who was attending high school part-
time, was arrested in 2016 for a random and fatal stabbing. This seemingly
unprovoked incident became more bizarre when Kobayashi, an exemplary
face of the freeter demographic, claimed to not remember the incident at all.*?






