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_ YOU CHOOSE TOWSON TO EARN YOUR MASTER’S?

Towson University has a well-renowned school psychology program
that strives to produce graduates, who are skilled, knowledgeable and
motivated to be of service in the field. The layout of the program is
designed to prepare you for the multitude of responsibilities that we
are required to execute within the field of school psychology; for

’ example, being trained in academic and behavioral consultation and
intervention, assessment, counseling, data collection, and so much
more. Additionally, the flexibility of the program drew me in. As
students, we are given the opportunity to select placements for
practicum and internship requirements, which many other programs do
not allow. This is an extremely important factor for graduate students j
who require that flexibility regarding living situations, jobs and personal
schedules. Overall, Towson meets the rigorous program requirements
that the National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) requires.
The comprehensive training that students receive, prepares them for
eligibility to be nationally certified and recognized, which is another
advantage.

WHAT’S YOUR BIGGEST TAKEAWAY THUS FAR FROM THE
PROGRAM THAT YOU THINK YOU WILL USE IN YOUR CAREER?

The biggest takeaway I've derived from my program preparation would
be the emphasis surrounding data-informed decisions. When
completing testing or assessments, numbers are important; however,
having context and gaining a deeper understanding of the student is
even more significant. It is vital to remember that each student is
unique, and the numbers are only a “snapshot” of their capabilities. To
be an effective school psychologist, it’s critical to consider the interplay
between a student’s relationships, community, environmental and ‘

societal factors to fully understand the range of factors that may be
impacting a child’s performance. This is an area that has always been
stressed in the program, and | will continue to acknowledge this
throughout my career. t

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE POTENTIAL MASTER’S DEGREE
CANDIDATES WHO ARE CONSIDERING THIS PROGRAM?

Establish your career goals. Think about what you want to accomplish,
the type of organization you envision working with, and the
environment in which you can see yourself working in. Another focus
would be, who do you want to work with? School psychologists
primarily work with children; however, there’s increased focus on
collaboration with families, teachers, administrators, the community and
other service providers; so, if you can see yourself partnering with
many individuals, then this would be an excellent career path! Another
piece of advice would be to take into consideration the types of
services you want to provide if you see yourself pursuing a career in
school psychology. The program at Towson University emphasizes the
primary areas of the field, which are assessment, counseling and
consultation. It’s important to understand these three areas and to
develop strengths in each domain because every state, county and
school may have a different need, which will impact the type of role you
have. If you choose to pursue this career path, always remember that
you are here for a reason, and you have a purpose. Celebrate every
win, no matter how big or small!

WHERE ARE YOU CURRENTLY COMPLETING YOUR INTERNSHIP
AND HOW IS YOUR EXPERIENCE?

Currently, | am interning in Anne Arundel County Public Schools. One
of the many positives of interning in this county is that you are placed
in an elementary, middle and high school, in addition to a special %
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placement (i.e., child find, autism, emotional disability programs, etc.)
The experience of working with a variety of age groups is great for
learning purposes but for personal development as well. For me, it
provides so much variety to my week. | can counsel a kid or a group
one day, assess on another day, and consult with a teacher or parent
any other time! This allows me to develop the skills to work with
diverse populations and age groups to prepare for a full-time job in this

g field.
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