
 

 
 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION MEETING 

April 22, 2013 

University Union, Chesapeake Rooms 2 & 3 
1:00-2:00 p.m. 

 

Research and Scholarship 

AGENDA 

 
1:00-1:10  Welcome & Introductions – FRDC Committee Co-Chair, Jessica Shiller 

1:10-1:55  Research Roundtables (Please see the following page for the program)  

1:10-1:30  Presentation I   
                   (1:10-1:25 Presentation)  
                  (1:25-1:30 Q&A) 
 

1:30-1:35 Short Break 
 
1:35-1:55  Presentation II  

                  (1:35-1:50 Presentation)  
                   (1:50-1:55 Q&A) 

 
1:55-2:00  Closing – FRDC Committee Co-Chair, Rebecca Shargel  
 

 
 
Members of COE Faculty Research and Development Committee:  
Holman, Katherine  
Jackson, Debra  
Kim, Hae K.  
Liu, Xiaoming  
Shargel, Rebecca   
Shiller, Jessica  



Research Roundtables 

1:10-1:30  Presentation I 
 (1:10-1:25 Presentation) 
(1:25-1:30 Q&A) 

                     1:30-1:35 Short Break 
1:35-1:55  Presentation II 

  (1:35-1:50 Presentation) 
            (1:50-1:55 Q&A) 

Table 1: Technology  
 

I. Investigating the use of Tablet Technology in the K-12 Classroom: Laila Richman 
The presentation will share a research study focused on developing a framework for evaluating educational "apps" 
before using them with students. The presentation will also share effective strategies for how to implement "apps" in 
meaningful ways that enhance student learning and outcomes. 

 
II. Doing Virtual Ethnography: What Social Media Reveals About Teacher Quality: Jessica Shiller 
This presentation will share findings from a study of 22 blogs tracked over a one year period written by teachers. 
Themes that emerged from the blogs revealed important insights into how teachers perceive teacher quality and their 
profession. This is especially important given the national debate around teacher evaluation and teacher quality. 

Table 2: CCSS 
 

I. The CCSS and Early Literacy: The Demand for  Developmentally Appropriate Practice: Lee Ann 
Christensen  
 

II. Writing and the Common Core Curriculum: Using Deep Revision and Short Assignments to Make 
Revision  Meaningful and Relevant Across the Curriculum: Katie Hearn  

Teaching recursive writing using long assignments connected to short revision assignments and meta cognitive       
       connections aligned with the  Common Core Curriculum in writing prepares pre-service teachers for both the teaching    
       of writing and writing for their profession.  
Table 3: Social Interaction  
 

I. Challenging the Status Quo of Pre-Determined Objectives: A Case Study of Teens Choosing, Playing, and 
Socializing on a School Trip to DC: Rebecca Shargel 

This case study investigated ways teens engaged in learning together on field trip experiences in Washington DC. 
This experience sheds light on how students learn collaboratively and enjoy choice and playful learning opportunities. 
It also raises questions about new ways to approach educational objectives that leaves room for surprise, chance, and 
open-ended outcomes.  

II. Facebook usage and Mattering: Scot McNary 
Many young adults use Facebook extensively, even for academic purposes. Although it may be a distraction for some, 
it also may represent a process of relationship development and maintenance that is important to well-being. Sarah 
Lohnes-Watulak, Zhou Wang and I are investigating the association between Facebook usage and the experience of 
mattering to others among Towson University undergraduates. We are also investigating the relationship between 
Facebook usage and social networks among a subset of the overall sample. 

Table 4: Promising Practices  
 

I. Teacher Identification and Use  of Evidence-Based Practices: A Pilot Study: Donna Janney 
In a pilot study, a survey was developed to identify supports and barriers of teacher identification and use of evidence-
based practices in an alternative school for students with emotional disturbance and autism. Discussion will include 
study limitations, implications for future research, and implications within applied settings. 
 

 



 

II. But, We Really Need the Time! Common Planning Time -- Benefits and Barriers:  Heather Haverback 
This study focused on the positive impact of common planning time (CPT.) CPT is defined as “a regularly scheduled 
time during the school day when teachers who teach the same students meet for joint planning, parent conferences, 
materials preparation, and student evaluation” (Kellough & Kellough, 2008, p. 394). The positive impact (e.g. 
academic efficacy, fewer behavior problems, higher student achievement) of interdisciplinary teaming and common 
planning time are well documented in the literature (Flowers, Mertens, & Mulhall, 1999; Warren & Payne, 1997). For 
this study, 37 out of 48 participants (77%) strongly agreed that “teachers on my team have open lines of 
communication with the team leader”  

Table 5: Impact of Our Practice   
 

I. Impact of a Writing for Elementary Educators Course: Vicki McQuitty 
This presentation shares preliminary findings from a study about students' learning in a Writing for Elementary 
Educators course. It will include pre and post data about changes in students' attitudes about writing and what students 
learned from writing narratives and informational texts. 

 
II. In Her Own Words: A High School Student's Journey From Failing to Excelling: Sharon Pitcher 
This is a case study of a high school student’s four-year personal transformation from barely passing classes to 
excelling in honors classes. The student attended Towson University Reading Clinic when she was in middle school. 
How she used new literacies strategies learned in Clinic to develop her own study habits will be shared. 

Table 6: Pre-Service Teachers  
 

I. edTPA Impact on Interns' Conceptions and Use of Classroom Assessment: Victoria Russell and Ellen 
Ballock 

Our presentation will highlight findings from a research study in which we compared the edTPA and the JPTAAR 
Unit/Evidence of Student Learning Project. Our findings suggest that each of these capstone assessments uniquely 
shapes interns’ conceptions and use of classroom assessment. 

II. Understanding Teachers’ Beliefs about Social Interaction in the Context of Developmentally Appropriate 
Practice: Hae Kyoung Kim 

This presentation will discuss about early childhood teachers’ beliefs and self-stated practices regarding social 
competence Instructional strategies in the context of developmentally appropriate practice. There will be a comparison 
between preservice and inservice teachers’ beliefs and practices. 

Table 7: Working with ELLs  
 

I. Understanding Home and School Literacy Practices of Preschool ELLs: Xiaoming Liu 
This presentation will share findings from a study that aims to help ELLs’ parents gain a better understanding of their 
preschoolers’ school language and literacy practices and meanwhile, facilitate teacher’s understanding of ELLs’ home 
literacy practices.  
 
II. Teachers’ Professional Development experiences Regarding ELLs: Patricia Rice Doran 
This presentation highlights in-progress research funded by a France-Merrick foundation grant. Teachers at three 
elementary schools with high English learner (EL) populations were surveyed to determine their background 
knowledge and perceptions regarding the instructional needs of English learners, the types of professional 
development which would be helpful to teachers, and the response-to-intervention process for English learners.  

Table 8: Creative Practice  
 

I. Left Handed Curriculum: Creative Experience for Empowering Teachers: Morna McDermott McNulty 
The presentation will explore how TU COE students can engage creatively in their class and internship experiences.  
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