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Making Your Case for Accreditation 

Handout 

 

Standard 1: Component 1.2 

Providers ensure that completers [at exit] use research and evidence to develop an understanding of the 
teaching profession and use both to measure their P-12 students’ progress and their own professional 
practice.  
 

1. Weaker Case 

Method   
The two sources of data we use for evidence that our program meets this component are course syllabi 
and candidate surveys.  We examined course syllabi for evidence that readings and course assignments 
involve using research about teaching, learning, and measuring progress.  The exit survey completed by 
graduates at the end of student teaching has several items that ask about their use of research in their 
courses and student teaching, and their plans to use research in their professional practice.  The 
research items on the survey were: 

Item 7: My course readings and assignments involved using education research. 
[strongly agree]  1 2 3 4 5 [strongly disagree] 

Item 8:  I used research to inform my lesson plans and teaching practices during student teaching. 
[strongly agree]  1 2 3 4 5 [strongly disagree] 

Item 9:  I evaluate my professional practice based on recommendation in education research. 
[strongly agree]  1 2 3 4 5 [strongly disagree] 

Item 10: When I have my own classroom, I will [check all that apply]: 

 Participate in professional development activities 

 Read articles about teaching and learning on my own to stay current and learn new 
strategies 

 Use research and evidence to measure student progress 

 Use research to evidence to measure and evaluate my own practice 

 Take additional courses or pursue an advanced degree to deepen or broaden my 
knowledge and skills 

Results   
The faculty highly values research and models a research-based approach in all of the program’s 
courses.  Course syllabi show that readings are from published sources and that candidates write papers 
where they are required to use and cite research about teaching and learning.  Their lesson plans and 
reflection papers during student teaching illustrate that they have internalized the research and apply it 
to their practice and to evaluating their students’ progress.   Candidates’ survey results confirm that 
they use research in their courses and in student teaching, and that they plan to use research to guide 
their decisions about students. 

Conclusion 
Our candidates use research and evidence to develop an understanding of the teaching profession.  
They evaluate students’ progress and their own professional practice using research and evidence, and 
they are committed to continuing to use research and evidence throughout their careers. 
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2. Stronger Case 

Method 

The two sources of data we used for evidence that our program meets this component are course syllabi 
and candidate exit surveys.  We examined the syllabi for the 8 required courses in the program recorded 
the readings and assignments that address the teaching profession, student assessment, evaluating 
practice.  The results tables display the relevant article citations and assignment titles and instructions 
for each course. 
 
All graduates are provided with a link to the exit survey as part of their exit counseling at the end of 
student teaching.  The survey has several items that ask about their use of research in their courses and 
student teaching, and their plans to use research in their professional practice.  They provide their 
answers to these items in text boxes.  The items on the survey where candidates listed research articles 
include: 

 Item 7:  In the text box below, list any articles, books, or education news sources that you find most 

helpful in understanding the history or current issues in the teaching profession  

Item 8:  In the text box below, list any articles, books, or education news sources that you find most 

useful for learning new instructional or classroom management strategies, or getting ideas or 

materials for classroom activities. 

Item 9:  In the text box below, list any articles, books, or education news sources that you find most 

useful for staying current on student assessment practices and measuring your students’ 

learning. 

Item 10:  Which information sources will you use to guide your reflections on your professional practice 

and your professional development goals? 

 

Results 

Syllabi 

Syllabi included 62 articles from peer-reviewed research journals, the National Research Council… As 

evident in Table 1 below, XX readings were used in more than one course.   

Table 1: Course Readings (CAEP 1.2) 

Course N 
Understanding the 

Profession 
Measuring Student 

Progress 
Measuring 

Professional Practice 

EDU 1 10 Citations   

EDU 2 4 Citations   

EDU 3 8 Citations  Citations 

EDU 4 5  Citations  

EDU 5 4 Citations Citations  

EDU 6 10   Citations 

EDU 7 12  Citations Citations 

EDU 8 9 Citations Citations Citations 
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The assignments included in Table 2 include a teaching philosophy that cites research about teaching, 
learning, assessing students, and enhancing practice; an annotated bibliography of research on 
instruction and assessment, and lesson plans that cite research to justify approaches to content, 
materials (including technology), lesson format, and assessment.  The lesson plan also includes a section 
for reflection after the lesson that requires reporting of assessment data, interpretations of the data, 
and plans for the future that cite research to respond to learning challenges, classroom management 
issues, or other issues noted in the reflection.   
 

Table 2: Course Assignments that Require the Use of Research or Evidence (CAEP 1.2) 

Course N 
Understanding the 

Profession 
Measuring Student 

Progress 
Measuring 

Professional Practice 

EDU 1 4 Titles & Instructions  Titles & Instructions 

EDU 2 3 Titles & Instructions   

EDU 3 4 Titles & Instructions  Titles & Instructions 

EDU 4 2  Titles & Instructions  

EDU 5 3 Titles & Instructions Titles & Instructions  

EDU 6 4   Titles & Instructions 

EDU 7 5  Titles & Instructions Titles & Instructions 

EDU 8 5 Titles & Instructions Titles & Instructions Titles & Instructions 

 

Exit Survey 
The exit survey was completed by 87% of the completers.  They included graduates from all program 
options.  Table 3 below lists the research journals that were listed.  Non-research sources are omitted. 
 
Table 3: Exit Survey Research Articles (CAEP 1.2) 

Item # 
Understanding the 

Profession 
Measuring Student 

Progress 
Measuring 

Professional Practice 

7 Titles Titles Titles 

8 Titles Titles Titles 

9 Titles Titles Titles 

10 Titles Titles Titles 

 

Conclusion 
Our candidates use research and evidence to develop an understanding of the teaching profession.  
They evaluate students’ progress and their own professional practice using research and evidence, and 
they are committed to continuing to use research and evidence throughout their careers. 

 

 


