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400-Level Course Offerings 
 
COURSE: MUSC 471 — SPECIAL TOPICS IN MUSIC HISTORY AND CULTURE 
       HIP-HOP MUSIC AND CULTURE 
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. David Cosper 
DAYS/TIME: Tuesdays/Thursdays, 6:00pm–7:15pm 

COURSE OVERVIEW: 
An intensive study of hip-hop music, including its sights, sounds, language, creative process, 
and broader cultural significance. Historical perspectives on the music’s first fifty years with 
issue-, site-, and performer-based case studies, including representations of gender and 
sexuality, class, and identity; comparative examinations of hip-hop cultures in the US and 
worldwide; and study of seminal hip-hop artists and records ranging from Wild Style to Wu-
Tang, Jungle Brothers to Jay-Z. 

 
 
 
COURSE: MUSC 421-001 — MUSIC IN THE U.S. 
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Aaron Ziegel 
DAYS/TIME: Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays, 1:00pm–1:50pm 

COURSE OVERVIEW: 
In the United States (as in any nation), the music of any given time often reflects and is shaped 
by its historical and cultural surroundings. This is especially true during those periods of 
societal upheaval brought about by war, revolution, and other military conflicts. This section 
of MUSC 421 will specifically explore American music of many genres from wartime years 
earlier in the nation’s history, including the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the Civil 
War, and World War I. We will examine how musicians responded to these times of adversity 
and sought to define what it means to be American in their musical output. 

 
 
 
COURSE: MUSC 421-101 — MUSIC IN THE U.S. 
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Gretchen Carlson 
DAYS/TIME: Mondays, 6:00pm–8:40pm 

COURSE OVERVIEW: 
Music is inextricably intertwined with life and culture in the United States: celebration, 
entertainment, worship, sport, advertising, and political activism. This section of MUSC 421 
will examine a diverse array of music in the United States specifically from the last century of 
the nation’s history, from the early 20th century to the present day, including musical styles 
ranging from classical to folk music, from jazz to Latin pop, from hip hop to film/media music. 
We will study key musical figures including George Gershwin, Duke Ellington, Florence Price, 
Nina Simone, Bob Dylan, Beyoncé, Kendrick Lamar, John Williams, Lady Gaga, Jon 
Batiste—and more. Ultimately, this course will lead you in developing a stronger critical 
engagement with music as an essential part of cultural history and an awareness of how 
environments facilitate and shape musical expression, style, and meaning. 


