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Music History & Culture Division 

Advanced-Level Course Offerings 
 

 

COURSE: MUSC 413/513 — SYMPHONIC LITERATURE 

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Aaron Ziegel 

DAYS/TIME: Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays, 1:00pm–1:50pm 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Survey of orchestral music from the Classical Period to the present. Includes symphony, 

overture, and symphonic poem. Orchestral music for theatre genres (ballet, incidental 

music, etc.) is also included. This section will feature a heightened focus on the orchestral 

output of American composers of the 20th and 21st centuries. (Prerequisite: MUSC 303) 

 

 

COURSE: MUSC 422/622 — HISTORY OF MUSIC FOR FILM AND MEDIA 

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Gretchen Carlson 

DAYS/TIME: Wednesdays, 6:00pm–8:40pm 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Historical study and critical analysis of composers, soundtracks, and trends in film music 

and other visual media throughout the 20th and 21st centuries. Topics range from music 

for silent cinema to contemporary video game scores. Students will examine and analyze 

the relationships between the music and visual media, its creators, and the broader 

cultural, sociological, technological, and artistic contexts informing its production. 

(Prerequisites: MUSC 201 or MUSC 202) 

 

 

COURSE: MUSC 471/571 — SPECIAL TOPICS IN MUSIC HISTORY & 

CULTURE: MUSIC TRADITIONS OF THE BALKANS 

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Kalin Kirilov 

DAYS/TIME: Hybrid course, meeting in person most Tuesdays/Thursdays, 

12:30pm–1:45pm, but some in-person instruction is replaced by online 

activities (see specific dates in PeopleSoft) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
An exploration of musical traditions from the Balkans, a crossroad between Europe and 

Asia. Balkan music exhibits an immense variety of scales, modes, asymmetrical meters, 

dense ornamentation and a unique modal harmonic system which has no analog in the 

world. Topics related to Romanian, Serbian, Bulgarian, Albanian, Kosovan, N. 

Macedonia, Greek, and Turkish musics, as well as Romani traditions found in the 

Balkans. (Prerequisites: MUSC 201 or MUSC 202) 


