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Non-Major Voice Auditions

Thank you for your interest in applied (one-on-one) voice study as a non-music major in
the Department of Music at Towson University. Please read this document carefully and
respond to the Voice Division Leader, Dr. Phillip Collister, pcollister@towson.edu with
the requested information and other questions you may have.

Auditions:  First Thursday of each semester or by appointment

Time:

Where:

Scheduled with the Voice Division Leader, Dr. Phillip Collister
pcollister@towson.edu (Auditions usually take place between 11:30-12:30
p.m. and last about 10 minutes per auditionee.)

Recital Hall, Center for the Arts

Deadline to Schedule: A¢ least one week prior to the first Thursday of each semester.

Audition Requirements for Non-major Applied Lessons:

Two memorized solo song selections of contrasting styles taken from one of the
following genres of solo vocal music:
o Classical arts songs
= Note: We prefer that at least one of your songs be a classical art
song and, if possible, in Italian, German, French, or Spanish.
English/American art songs are also fine.
Musical Theater songs (preferably from the lyric music theater tradition)
Folk song arrangements in the classical tradition
Opera, Operetta, or Oratorio Arias
Sacred songs from the classical tradition
* NOTE: We discourage students from using pop culture songs,
hymns, contemporary songs, jazz, blues, etc., since private voice
instruction at Towson is geared toward classical voice production.

o O O O

Your songs must have piano accompaniment. A pianist is provided for your
audition.

Y ou must either send your scores as PDFs one week prior to your audition or
bring printed sheet music in a binder for the pianist.

Y ou must notify Dr. Collister within 24 hours if you need to cancel your audition.
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After reading this entire document, send an email of interest to Dr. Phillip Collister
peollister@towson.edu and include the following information in the body of your email:

Name:

Phone:

E-mail:

Voice Type:

Major:

Song Selection 1 (include composer name):
Song Selection 2 (include composer name):

After your email is received someone will contact you to schedule your audition. Thank
you.

What happens after I audition?

If accepted: You will be assigned a teacher and authorized to enroll in that
teacher’s section of voice lessons (usually MUSA 103.xxx). You will be
responsible for contacting your teacher to discuss your regular weekly lesson time
and other questions you may have. Course authorizations must be used by the end
of the Add/Drop date. Students will not be permitted to enroll after the published
Add/Drop deadline.

If not accepted: You will be encouraged to seek private instruction (perhaps with
one of our graduate students or recent graduates). You may prepare to audition
again in a subsequent semester. Students may only audition for applied lessons a
total of two (2) times.

About Applied Voice Lessons and lesson requirements:

Applied Voice instruction at Towson focuses on developing fundamental skills in healthy
and efficient solo singing, strong musicianship, artistry, interpretation, diction, and public
presentation as a solo singer. The Voice Division primarily teaches through the so-called
“classical” vocal pedagogical tradition while supporting students whose focus is musical
theatre and related styles. At this time, Contemporary Commercial Music vocal styles
(pop, R&B/Soul, rock, country, and hip hop/rap, are not taught exclusively in the Voice
Division curriculum. Jazz voice lessons are offered by audition through the
Jazz/Commercial Division of the Department of Music.

e Applied voice students take either a 25 minute (1 credit), or 50 minute (2 credit)
lesson each week over 13 weeks of the semester.

e Beyond the cost of tuition and course fees, you will have an accompanist at each
of your lessons which will cost between $20.00 per half hour. You pay that pianist
by their agreement with you.

e You will be required to purchase music books (not sold in the Univ. Store) which
can total between $50.00-$75.00 per semester of study. These are your textbooks
for private lessons.
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Applied voice students are required to attend a weekly Repertoire Class
(Thursdays @ 11:00 a.m.) and to perform a prescribed number of times in that
class. Additionally, all students must perform an end-of-semester final exam
(called a Jury) unless they have completed a half or full recital within 30 days of
the last day of classes.

There are a number of required events each semester for which all applied voice
students are responsible for attending.

The Voice Division maintains a common syllabus for all students taking voice
lessons which outlines additional expectations. Each voice faculty member also
has their own syllabus and expectations for their studio. You can find the syllabus
and other voice related information here:
https://www.towson.edu/cofac/departments/music/resources/voice.html
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