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Voice Proficiency Levels 

Assessment Categories for all vocal music degrees: memorization, language, musicianship, vocal 
technique, artistry, interpretation and stage presence All music must clearly demonstrate 
memorization, correct notes and rhythms, dynamics, understanding of text in relation to the 
music, healthy vocal production, good intonation and solid ensemble with your pianist.  
 

Music Education Major 
 
Freshman Level Proficiency:  
Songs of moderate range and difficulty under the following guidelines:  
These repertoire requirements are the MINIMUM for “C” work for anyone taking voice lessons.  
With your teacher’s guidance and input, you will be preparing additional repertoire for  
performance.  
MUSA103: 1st semester: 3 new selections in any language:  
- 2 English, or 1 English and 1 Italian.  
MUSA103: 2nd semester: 4 new selections:  
- At least 1 in a foreign language preferably Italian.  
 
Proficiency levels will be assessed by semester juries and freshman recital requirement.  
 
Sophomore Level Proficiency:  
MUSA203: 1st semester: 4 -5 new selections:  
- At least 1 Italian and 1 German or French.  
*MUSA203: 2nd semester [UPPERDIVISION JURY SEMESETER]:  
BS Degrees and Minor: 5 new selections plus 1 recitative (see details below):  
- At least 1 selection in Italian, English, German and French.  
- The recitative (either secco or accompagnato) should be from an opera or oratorio and 
performed in the original language. Singers may use music for recitatives taken from oratorios.  
- The recitative should be at least 16 measures but is at the discretion of the instructor as to 
length and difficulty level.  
 
BM Degree: 6 new selections plus 1 recitative (see details below)  
- At least 1 selection in Italian, English, German and French.  
- The recitative (either secco or accompagnato) should be from an opera or oratorio and 
performed in the original language. Singers may use music for recitatives taken from oratorios.  
- The recitative should be at least 16 measures but is at the discretion of the instructor as to 
length and difficulty level.  
 
Proficiency Levels will be monitored by semester juries and the upper division jury.  
 
Junior Level Proficiency:  
MUSA 303: 1st and 2nd Semester:  
B.M. Degree: 6 new selections plus 1 recitative as described under MUSA 203 2nd  



 
Department of Music 
Towson University   
 
 

 2

semester (above) to be performed at each jury after passing the upper  
division:  
- At least 4 selections in a foreign language which may include Latin, Spanish or Russian. 
However, this is to be determined by the instructor.  
 
B.S. Degrees and Minors: 5 new selections:  
- At least 4 in a foreign language which may include Latin, Spanish or Russian. However, this is 
to be determined by the instructor.  
 
Proficiency levels will be monitored by semester juries, pre-recital hearings and junior recitals.  
 
Senior Level Proficiency:  
MUSA 403: 1st and 2nd Semester:  
B.M. Degree: 6 new selections plus 1 recitative as described under MUSA 203 2nd  
semester (above) to be performed at each jury after passing the upper  
division:  
- At least 4 selections in a foreign language which may include Latin, Spanish or Russian. 
However, this is to be determined by the instructor.  
 
B.S. Degrees and Minors: 5 new selections:  
- At least 4 in a foreign language which may include Latin,  
Spanish or Russian. However, this is to be determined by the instructor.  
Proficiency levels will be monitored by semester juries, pre-recital hearings and senior recitals.  
 

Vocal Performance Major 
 
Freshman Level Proficiency:  
Songs of moderate range and difficulty under the following guidelines:  
These repertoire requirements are the MINIMUM for “C” work for anyone taking voice lessons.  
With your teacher’s guidance and input, you will be preparing additional repertoire for  
performance.  
MUSA103: 1st semester: 3 new selections in any language:  
- 2 English, or 1 English and 1 Italian.  
MUSA103: 2nd semester: 4 new selections:  
- At least 1 in a foreign language preferably Italian.  
 
Proficiency levels will be monitored by semester juries and freshman recital requirement.  
 
Sophomore Level Proficiency:  
MUSA203: 1st semester: 4 -5 new selections:  
- At least 1 Italian and 1 German or French.  
*MUSA203: 2nd semester [UPPERDIVISION JURY SEMESETER]:  
BS Degrees and Minor: 5 new selections plus 1 recitative (see details below):  
- At least 1 selection in Italian, English, German and French.  
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- The recitative (either secco or accompagnato) should be from an opera or oratorio and 
performed in the original language. Singers may use music for recitatives taken from oratorios.  
- The recitative should be at least 16 measures but is at the discretion  
 
of the instructor as to length and difficulty level.  
BM Degree: 6 new selections plus 1 recitative (see details below)  
- At least 1 selection in Italian, English, German and French.  
- The recitative (either secco or accompagnato) should be from an opera or oratorio and 
performed in the original language. Singers may use music for recitatives taken from oratorios.  
- The recitative should be at least 16 measures but is at the discretion of the instructor as to 
length and difficulty level.  
 
Proficiency Levels will be monitored by semester juries and the upper division jury.  
 
Junior Level Proficiency:  
MUSA 303: 1st and 2nd Semester:  
B.M. Degree: 6 new selections plus 1 recitative as described under MUSA 203 2nd  
semester (above) to be performed at each jury after passing the upper  
division:  
- At least 4 selections in a foreign language which may include Latin, Spanish or Russian. 
However, this is to be determined by the instructor.  
 
B.S. Degrees and Minors: 5 new selections:  
- At least 4 in a foreign language which may include Latin, Spanish or Russian. However, this is 
to be determined by the instructor.  
 
Proficiency levels will be monitored by semester juries, pre-recital hearings and junior recitals.  
 
Senior Level Proficiency:  
MUSA 403: 1st and 2nd Semester:  
B.M. Degree: 6 new selections plus 1 recitative as described under MUSA 203 2nd  
semester (above) to be performed at each jury after passing the upper  
division:  
- At least 4 selections in a foreign language which may include Latin, Spanish or Russian. 
However, this is to be determined by the instructor.  
 
B.S. Degrees and Minors: 5 new selections:  
- At least 4 in a foreign language which may include Latin,  
Spanish or Russian. However, this is to be determined by the instructor.  
Proficiency levels will be monitored by semester juries, pre-recital hearings and senior recitals.  
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Bachelor of Science Major 
Freshman Level Proficiency:  
Songs of moderate range and difficulty under the following guidelines:  
These repertoire requirements are the MINIMUM for “C” work for anyone taking voice lessons.  
With your teacher’s guidance and input, you will be preparing additional repertoire for  
performance.  
MUSA103: 1st semester: 3 new selections in any language:  
- 2 English, or 1 English and 1 Italian.  
 
MUSA103: 2nd semester: 4 new selections:  
- At least 1 in a foreign language preferably Italian.  
 
Proficiency levels will be monitored by semester juries and freshman recital requirement.  
Sophomore Level Proficiency:  
MUSA203: 1st semester: 4 -5 new selections:  
- At least 1 Italian and 1 German or French.  
 
*MUSA203: 2nd semester [UPPERDIVISION JURY SEMESETER]:  
BS Degrees and Minor: 5 new selections plus 1 recitative (see details below):  
- At least 1 selection in Italian, English, German and French.  
- The recitative (either secco or accompagnato) should be from an opera or oratorio and 
performed in the original language. Singers may use music for recitatives taken from oratorios.  
- The recitative should be at least 16 measures but is at the discretion  
 
of the instructor as to length and difficulty level.  
 
BM Degree: 6 new selections plus 1 recitative (see details below)  
- At least 1 selection in Italian, English, German and French.  
- The recitative (either secco or accompagnato) should be from an opera or oratorio and 
performed in the original language. Singers may use music for recitatives taken from oratorios.  
- The recitative should be at least 16 measures but is at the discretion of the instructor as to 
length and difficulty level.  
 
Proficiency Levels will be monitored by semester juries and the upper division jury.  
 
Junior Level Proficiency:  
MUSA 303: 1st and 2nd Semester:  
B.M. Degree: 6 new selections plus 1 recitative as described under MUSA 203 2nd  
semester (above) to be performed at each jury after passing the upper  
division:  
- At least 4 selections in a foreign language which may include Latin, Spanish or Russian. 
However, this is to be determined by the instructor.  
 
B.S. Degrees and Minors: 5 new selections:  
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- At least 4 in a foreign language which may include Latin, Spanish or Russian. However, this is 
to be determined by the instructor.  
 
Proficiency levels will be monitored by semester juries, pre-recital hearings and junior recitals.  
 
Senior Level Proficiency:  
MUSA 403: 1st and 2nd Semester:  
B.M. Degree: 6 new selections plus 1 recitative as described under MUSA 203 2nd  
semester (above) to be performed at each jury after passing the upper  
division:  
- At least 4 selections in a foreign language which may include Latin, Spanish or Russian. 
However, this is to be determined by the instructor.  
 
B.S. Degrees and Minors: 5 new selections:  
- At least 4 in a foreign language which may include Latin,  
Spanish or Russian. However, this is to be determined by the instructor.  
Proficiency levels will be monitored by semester juries, pre-recital hearings and senior recitals.  
 

Vocal Performance Minor 
 

Freshman Level Proficiency:  
Songs of moderate range and difficulty under the following guidelines:  
These repertoire requirements are the MINIMUM for “C” work for anyone taking voice lessons.  
With your teacher’s guidance and input, you will be preparing additional repertoire for  
performance.  
MUSA103: 1st semester: 3 new selections in any language:  
- 2 English, or 1 English and 1 Italian.  
 
MUSA103: 2nd semester: 4 new selections:  
- At least 1 in a foreign language preferably Italian.  
 
Proficiency levels will be monitored by semester juries and freshman recital requirement.  
 
Sophomore Level Proficiency:  
MUSA203: 1st semester: 4 -5 new selections:  
- At least 1 Italian and 1 German or French.  
 
*MUSA203: 2nd semester [UPPERDIVISION JURY SEMESETER]:  
BS Degrees and Minor: 5 new selections plus 1 recitative (see details below):  
- At least 1 selection in Italian, English, German and French.  
- The recitative (either secco or accompagnato) should be from an opera or oratorio and 
performed in the original language. Singers may use music for recitatives taken from oratorios.  
- The recitative should be at least 16 measures but is at the discretion  
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of the instructor as to length and difficulty level.  
BM Degree: 6 new selections plus 1 recitative (see details below)  
- At least 1 selection in Italian, English, German and French.  
- The recitative (either secco or accompagnato) should be from an opera or oratorio and 
performed in the original language. Singers may use music for recitatives taken from oratorios.  
- The recitative should be at least 16 measures but is at the discretion of the instructor as to 
length and difficulty level.  
 
Proficiency Levels will be monitored by semester juries and the upper division jury.  
 
Junior Level Proficiency:  
MUSA 303: 1st and 2nd Semester:  
B.M. Degree: 6 new selections plus 1 recitative as described under MUSA 203 2nd  

semester (above) to be performed at each jury after passing the upper  
division:  
- At least 4 selections in a foreign language which may include Latin, Spanish or Russian. However, 
this is to be determined by the instructor.  
 
B.S. Degrees and Minors: 5 new selections:  
- At least 4 in a foreign language which may include Latin, Spanish or Russian. However, this is to 
be determined by the instructor.  
 
Proficiency levels will be monitored by semester juries, pre-recital hearings and junior recitals.  
 
Senior Level Proficiency:  
MUSA 403: 1st and 2nd Semester:  
B.M. Degree: 6 new selections plus 1 recitative as described under MUSA 203 2nd  

semester (above) to be performed at each jury after passing the upper  
division:  
- At least 4 selections in a foreign language which may include Latin, Spanish or Russian. However, 
this is to be determined by the instructor.  
 
B.S. Degrees and Minors: 5 new selections:  
- At least 4 in a foreign language which may include Latin,  
Spanish or Russian. However, this is to be determined by the instructor.  

Proficiency levels will be monitored by semester juries, pre-recital hearings and senior recitals. 


