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By Lauren Gunderson
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Towson University Department of Theatre Arts Presents 

Silent SkySilent Sky
by Lauren Gunderson

Directed by Peter Wray
Dance Choreography by Ruben Del Valle Jr.

Lighting Design by Jay Herzog
Scenic Design by Kai Hopkins

Costume Design by Julie Potter
Sound Design by Jay Herzog

Intimacy Choreography by Danielle Drakes
Dialect Coaching by Teresa Spencer

Stage Managed by Lia Megger

Silent Sky is presented by special arrangement with Broadway Licensing, LLC, 
servicing the Dramatists Play Service collection.

Commissioned and first produced by South Coast Repertory with support from 
the Elizabeth George Foundation.

Original Music by Jenny Giering

Opening Music courtesy of Bensound.com

Run time 1hr, 45m with a 10 minute intermission



For additional information on productions, please visit our website at: www.towson.edu/theatre
For a complete listing of events at Towson University, please visit events.towson.edu
If you would like to share a comment on this production, please e-mail theatre@towson.edu

Director’s Note

Women in science… around the 1910s…

...the untold stories of heroic women who changed to the world but are still 
not household names.

Miss Leavitt’s Stars: The Untold Story of the Woman Who Discovered How 
to Measure the Universe, by George Johnson. This book was the inspiration 
for playwright Lauren Gunderson to write about Henrietta Leavitt and an 
entire cohort of women who were Harvard “computers.” Yes, that’s what 
they were called – long before electronic computers we know today. So, we 
also get to know Annie Jump Cannon and Williamina Fleming, and other 
astronomers that worked with Henrietta. 

When asked how she would characterize the play Silent Sky?

Lauren Gunderson said:

This play is about the glory and hard work of science. It is a story of family, 
both the ones we are born with and the ones we choose. It’s the story of 
sisterhood and, yes, a little bit of old-fashioned boy meets girl as well. The 
other incredibly exciting feature of this play, she says, is music. Henrietta’s 
sister Margaret is a pianist and her love of music transforms into a critical 
way that Henrietta understands stars and the patterns in the sky. Music and 
math are one in the same! 

The connections and parallels between the sciences and the arts is 
profound.

And so, for me directing this play, like Lauren and Henrietta – the wonder, 
awe and the insatiable drive to know what’s out there – in the universe – 
fuels my passion to illuminate our humanity…

…as we strive to understand our place in the cosmos…

...in addition to highlighting the significant contributions of women in 
science.

– Peter Wray, Director



Cast

Henrietta Leavitt    EJ Roeder
Margaret Leavitt     Mel Gabel
Peter Shaw    Eric Panuela
Annie Cannon    Brooke Donald
Williamina Fleming    Lindsay Wilk

Astronomy Panel Participants

Dr. Rachel Beaton- Researcher, Space Telescope Science Institute, Postdoctral Fellow
Samantha Hoffman - Staff Scientist II, Science Support at Space Telescope Science Institute
Meaghan McDonald - Science Support Analyst, Space Telescope Science Institute
Dr. Jennifer Scott - Professor, Department of Physics, Towson University

Special Thanks

Max Mutchler - Consulting Staff Scientist, Space Telescope Science Institute
Christian Ready - Director, Towson University Planetarium, Department of Physics, Astron-
omy & Geosciences
 

TU Planetarium

https://www.towson.edu/fcsm/centers/planetarium.html
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Costume Shop Staff   Yenevi Castillo

Shana Fishman
Alyssa Millward
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Production Photography Katie Simmons-Barth



Costume Shop Crew

Scene Construction Crew

Lighting Crew

Jovan Brooks   Rose Buker
Yenevi Castillo   Izaak Collins
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Grady Heveron   Cyan Jackson
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Robyn Quick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Theatre History/Dramaturgy/Chairperson
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Corey Hennessey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Acting
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Katie Solomon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Acting/ Speech and Dialect
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Fine Arts and Communication.  We recognize the following alumni, friends, students, 
faculty, staff, corporations, foundations and other organizations that supported the 
college through the Towson University Foundation with annual gifts of $1,000 and 
above from July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019.
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Cynthia A. Cooper & Jody D. Morrison ‘84
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated
Arno P. Drucker *   
Ruth L. Drucker 
Carl L. Fredericks * 
Judy A. Fredericks
Patricia A. Kisicki & Donald R. Kisicki
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Edward F. McDonald ‘78
William C. McNamara ‘94/’98
Bonnie J. Montcalmo & Anthony J. Montcalmo
Brian K. O’Connell ‘87
Susan E. Picinich & Stanley M. Max 
Devon Pinkett & Stephen Pinkett, Sr.
Michele G. Renaud ‘85
Allan G. Scott
Mary F. Shock ‘75
The Allan G. Scott Charitable Gift Fund
The Romita Fund
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Barbara C. Vollmer & Richard Vollmer
Nancy E. Wanich-Romita ‘00 & Victor J. Romita
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Steven E. Lane ‘77
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PNC Bank
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Linda S. Adams
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Vira Jo Denney
Erica Marie Ferguson ‘18
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Andrea S. Fine & Sam Fine ‘03
Allan J. Greenberg
Wyllyn L. Hoffman ‘76
Macben LLC
Mitzvah Fund for Good Deeds
Patrick H. O’Connell, Jr.
Stephanie L. Papadopoulos & Nickolas 
Papadopoulos
Kathleen Shiota & Yoshinobu Shiota
The Presser Foundation
Joanne P. Vatz ‘78 & Richard E. Vatz

Great care was taken to ensure the accuracy of this listing, and we would appreciate 
your sharing with us any errors or omissions.  Please direct inquiries to Alison Armstrong, 
Manager of Donor Engagement, at 1-866-301-3375 or aarmstrong@towson.edu.



The Askew Scholarship Endowment
 Founding Patrons: Theda and Monk Askew

The Audrey Herman Scholarship Endowment
 Founding Patrons: William Herman
     Genevieve Nyborg

The Charles S. Dutton Theatre Scholarship Endowment
 Founding Patrons: Charles S. Dutton
     20th Century Fox Film Corporation
     Home Box Office, Inc.

The Christopher David Legg Memorial Scholarship Endowment
 Founding Patrons: Catherine Behrent and friends of Christopher Legg

The Cooley Arts Scholarship Endowment
 Founding Patrons: Franklin & Alice Cooley

The C.R. Gillespie and Maravene S. Loeschke Scholarship Endowment
 Founding Patrons: Theatre Alumni Group

The Jerry Gietka Graduate Theatre Scholarship
 Founding Patrons: Jerry & Catherine Gietka and Lynda Ruszala 
    In memory of Bernadette Gietka

The John Glover Scholarship Endowment for Acting Majors
 Founding Patrons: John Glover
    Jack and Cade Glover

The Nina E. Hughes Memorial Scholarship Endowment
 Founding Patron: Nina E. Hughes

The Steve Yeager Scholarship Endowment
 Founding Patron: Steve Yeager

The Theatre Department Scholarship Endowment
 Founding Patrons: Purchasers of Mainstage Seats

The Peter Wray Scholarship Endowment
 Founding Patrons: Robin and Peter Wray

The Walter F. Kramme Scholarship Endowment
 Founding Patron: Joseph C. Tischer

The Wyllyn ‘76 and Marion ‘74 Hoffman Directing Scholarship
 Founding Patron: Wyllyn L. Hoffman ‘76

Please consider giving a gift to the Department of Theatre Arts scholarships. 
The money raised by your generous donations helps students offset the cost 
of education and sponsor student travel to conferences, auditions for graduate 
schools, and special events related to their research and development. Checks can 
be sent directly to: Department of Theatre Arts, Towson University, 8000 York Road, 
Towson, MD 21252 and should be made out to Towson University Foundation. 
Please specify the scholarship you wish to support. Thank you so much for your 
continued support.

The TU Department of Theatre Arts gratefully acknowledges 
the following gifts of scholarships:



You can help to build our student scholarship funds by purchasing a seat.  If 
you are interested and want further details, please call Dr. Robyn Quick at 
(410) 704-2792.  You may also fill out the form at the bottom of this page and 
mail it to Dr. Quick (Department of Theatre Arts, Towson University, 8000 
York Road, Towson, MD 21252-0001) together with your check for $250.00 
made payable to Towson University Foundation.  Thank you sincerely.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Yes!  I would like to contribute to a Theatre Scholarship Endowment and have 
the name indicated below placed on a seat in the theatre.

  Please contact me.

  Check enclosed (payable to Towson University Foundation).

Scholarship of Choice

 Askew Scholarship Endowment
 Audrey Herman Scholarship Endowment
 Charles S. Dutton Theatre Scholarship Endowment
 Christopher David Legg Memorial Scholarship Endowment
 C.R. Gillespie and Maravene S. Loeschke Scholarship Endowment
 The Jerry Gietka Graduate Theatre Scholarship
 John Glover Scholarship Endowment for Acting Majors
 Nina E. Hughes Memorial Scholarship Endowment
 Steve Yeager Scholarship Endowment
 Theatre Department Scholarship Endowment
 Graduate Scholarship Endowment
 Peter Wray Scholarship Endowment
 Wyllyn ‘76 and Marion ‘74 Hoffman Directing Scholarship

Name            
Address           
City      State  Zip       

Telephone No.          
     

Name to be placed on seat plaque:

       

DONATE TO STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS


