Fall 2026 Student Studio - Student Overview
What Is a Student Studio Project?
A Student Studio Project is a student-led theatrical production supported by faculty mentorship. These projects center student leadership, creative exploration, and practical learning within a manageable scope.

Your Role as the Student Lead Artist
As the lead artist (director, playwright, or creator), you are responsible for:
· Developing and articulating the artistic vision
· Leading collaborators with clarity, care, and accountability
· Making final creative and logistical decisions
· Managing the rehearsal and production process
Faculty advisors support you—but they do not direct the production for you.

Faculty Advisor Support
Your faculty advisor serves as a mentor and guide, not a production manager. Advisors:
· Offer feedback on your proposal and project scope
· Support your leadership development and problem-solving
· Attend select rehearsals (as agreed)
· Help you navigate challenges and connect with department resources

Timeline at a Glance
Spring 2026 – Proposal & Development
· February: Call for Proposals + Orientation
· March: Development workshops and faculty mentorship
· April: Final proposal submission
· May: Projects selected and Fall Studio slate announced
Fall 2026 – Production
· September: Auditions and rehearsals begin
· November: Performances

Project Scope & Scale
Student Studio Projects are intentionally limited in size. Strong proposals:
· Use manageable cast sizes
· Keep technical and design needs simple and flexible
· Prioritize storytelling, performers, and process
Your advisor can help you assess what’s feasible within available resources.

What You’ll Be Expected to Share
You should be prepared to share with your advisor:
· A complete proposal
· The script or draft/outline (for original work)
· A realistic rehearsal schedule
· Production notes addressing:
· Cast size
· Design or technical needs
· Consent or sensitive content considerations
A general planning guideline is about one hour of rehearsal per page of script, adjusted as needed.

Rehearsals & Leadership
As the student lead artist, you:
· Schedule and run rehearsals
· Set the tone for respectful, consent-forward collaboration
· Invite your advisor to agreed-upon rehearsals
· Address concerns early and seek support when needed

B- and C-Plan Requests
You may be asked to submit alternate project ideas (B- and C-plans). This is normal and does not mean your idea has failed.
Alternate plans help:
· Show the range of your artistic interests
· Prepare for practical contingencies (rights, scope, scheduling)
· Keep opportunities open

Academic Credit (Optional)
A Student Studio Project may be part of an Independent Study (THEA 493), but it is not usually the sole requirement.
If used for credit, expect:
· Clear learning goals
· Additional advisor meetings or rehearsal visits
· Written reflection or documentation

What Success Looks Like
Success in a Student Studio Project is measured by:
· Thoughtful leadership and collaboration
· Clear communication and accountability
· Ethical, consent-forward rehearsal practices
· A feasible project that supports learning
· Reflection on growth—not just the final product

Bottom Line
Student Studio Projects are about learning by leading. You are not expected to know everything—but you are expected to ask questions, plan thoughtfully, and engage fully in the process.
Your advisor is there to support you. 
