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2 COFAC Today  

The 
Oldenburg
Project 

25 Years of a 
Loving Partnership 

On May 18th, 2013, after a semester of 
preparation, 25 TU students few to Germany 
to begin rehearsing Love Through Time, an a 

capella concert they’d be performing with students 
from Oldenburg University. It was the frst time the 
Oldenburg Project, as the international exchange 
is known, also included students from Cuba. In 
September, the TU contingent kicked off the semester 
by playing host to their new overseas colleagues, and 
reprising the concert for American audiences. 

Music major and “avid a cappella performer” Katie 
Macdonald (Voice, ‘14) had “never left the continent 
of North America before” when she decided to 
audition for the Oldenburg Project. But every 
semeste

elcome to our third, biannual issue of COFAC Today. In the pages of this 
issue, you can read stories of our students and of signifcant events in 
COFAC since spring 2013. 

We are thrilled to highlight the unique opportunities our students have had to showcase 
their talents both here and abroad. In May, music and dance students travelled to 
Germany to work with students from Germany and Cuba exploring the collaborative 
process between three diverse cultures. In addition, four extraordinary COFAC students 
were nominated for the Beulah Price Scholarship for their academic achievements and 
their commitment to leadership, community building, and volunteerism. 

As the College has been supporting and encouraging more outreach initiatives, students 
have gained real world experiences working directly with youth in Baltimore City. 
Towson’s Department of Dance students collaborated with Port Discovery Children’s 
Museum last spring, using movement to help preschool groups learn about science. 
Art Education students continued teaching at New Song Academy, an inner city middle 
school that could not otherwise afford art classes for the students. 

This semester the Asian Arts and Culture Center prepared the new “Art Filipino” 
exhibit. Graduate student Brittany Nycum helped to support the exhibit featuring works 
from nationally recognized Filipino master artists and celebrating Filipino identity. 

In addition to our current student highlights, alumni have also made the college proud: 
graphic designer Anneleise Bruce Goodnight travelled with the Ravens to the Super 
Bowl; Brian Stelter, star journalist, has been on a hot streak with his new book, “Top 
of the Morning”; and Matt Jeffers’ inspiring letter to the Ravens has opened up many 
exciting opportunities for his acting career. 

To read more about our students and the wonderful projects and events happening 
in our college, please visit the COFAC website (www.towson.edu/cofac). You’ll 
also fnd listings for countless dance, music, and theatre performances, art 
exhibitions, flm screenings, and community programs in the Arts & Culture Calendar 
(see www.towson.edu/main/artsculture/). 

We hope you’ll join us for some of COFAC’s spring 2014 events! 

r, she looked forward to Dr. Phillip Collister’s 
"Music for the Stage" class, and knew that with him 
at the helm, she could look forward to a rewarding 
experience. Macdonald says “she loved how Dr. 
Collister allowed the students to give musical ideas 
and song suggestions for the project. He essentially 
coached us rather than directed us; it was on [us] to 
make the concert what it is now. “ 

Lindsay Spiegel concurred. “I liked that we, the 
students, were able to pick much of the music for the 
project ourselves, instead of being handed all of the 
music and being told, ‘Here, learn this.’ The project 
grew and came from us, which made it our own.” 

For Christina Senita, the unscripted nature of the 
project was a challenge, albeit a welcome one. “As 
a performer,” she noted, “you can get spoiled with 
the comfort of a written program: you know what you 
are supposed to sing, you know the words you are 
supposed to say…the overall direction has already 
been set.” Because The Oldenburg Project was more 
of a “blank canvas,” she explains, the students “really 
had to spend a lot of time deciding what we wanted 
our project to look like.” And that, says Senita, was 
the beauty of the piece, which ultimately combined 

“original text and music, interpretive dance, percussive 
expression, and even tangible projects created by 
students who study culture through material objects.” 

Top: Photo by Henning Müller, Oldenburg University 

Bottom: Photo by Celia Roulet 

www.towson.edu/main/artsculture
www.towson.edu/cofac
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Nizel Austin taking in the sights at Oldenburg University. 
Photo by Henning Müller, Oldenburg University 

The opportunity to travel overseas was a big draw you realize… even total strangers who spoke no 
for Macdonald, Spiegel, and Senita. None had English were willing to play charades in the interest 
been to Europe before, and the chance to perform of getting me to the place I pointed to on the map.” 
for a foreign audience was an exciting prospect. As for going places, Speigel loved exploring, but says 

“But,” says Spiegel, “as the trip got closer (and once that often, it didn’t matter “what we were going to 
we were over there), it became so much more to me see, but who we were going to see it with.” 
than just a trip to Europe.” Senita agrees, saying 

That sense of camaraderie translated to the stage, she “was incredibly interested in the opportunity to 
where the ensemble enjoyed work with [people from] other 
an amazing audience response. countries and cultures towards a 
With successful performances common goal.” 
behind them, members of the 

Though the rehearsal period 

“It was an 
opportunity to work 
with [people from] 
other countries and 
cultures towards a 

common goal.” 

TU contingent left Germany 
was intense – “we spent hours eager to play host to their 
working together to prepare and new friends in the fall, and to 
polish our production,” Senita share Love Through Time with 
reported – participants also local friends and family. Senita 
found time to unwind, enjoy great appreciates “the support of 
food and German hospitality, and countless faculty, family, and 
see historic sights. Macdonald friends who helped our group 
spent so much time biking around in endless ways,” and without 
that she “actually got over a fear whom, she says, the project 
of riding bikes while there!” wouldn’t have happened. “It is 
Senita also found that while it “was intimidating” at my hope that they will get even a glimpse of what 
frst to be in a foreign locale, it was also “incredibly they made possible and know that they have been a 
liberating to embrace everything new and have the part of something that has been life-changing.” 
awareness that you are so much more capable than 

Photo by Celia Roulet 

Oldenburg Highlights

     KATIE MACDONALD: 

“Performing for a German audience was incredible 
– audience behavior was different than [what] I am 
used to in the States. I loved experiencing Germany 
for the frst time. The food was always fresh (bread 
is EVERYWHERE and their coffee is incredible)! 
Germany is rich with history and landmarks that 
tell the most incredible stories.” 

     LINDSAY SPIEGEL: 

“One particular highlight was fnding out that the 
Germans had words in their language for things 
we only have phrases for. For instance, we would 
say the phrase ‘stuck in my head’ if we had a song 
that was stuck in our heads, but they have a single 
word that translates to ‘ear worm.’”

     CHRISTINA SENITA: 

“My most favorite moment of the trip was our frst 
night in Oldenburg. The Germans hosted a BBQ 
for us as an opportunity to meet and get to know 
each other. We were all sitting around in different 
groups while our Cuban friends were playing 
piano and dancing. One by one we joined the 
Cubans until it was one large circle of 60 people 
all dancing, singing, and clapping together. We 
didn't know many names, we were still fguring 
out how to navigate language barriers, but we were 
all celebrating together and it was the music that 
had broken down the walls and changed it from 
multiple groups to one large group united.” 

Beulah Price 
Scholarship
Winners 
Leadership, Community 
Building & Volunteerism 
- The gift of a legacy 

In 1993, Beulah M. Price, a 1925 aluma, established 
an endowment for a merit scholarship open to 
continuing COFAC students. 

It is the only COFAC scholarship competitively vetted 
via department nominations, with award selection by 
the Dean’s offce. This year, for the frst time, runners-
up received scholarship awards from the Dean as well. 

Not only were the nominees exemplary students, they 
were also praised by their respective departments 
for their shared attributes of leadership, community 
building, and volunteerism. Meet them here: 

From left to right: Patrick Roulet, Kellen Mckay, Linda-Denise 
Fisher-Harell, Zenas Okanlawon, Sandy Nichols, Mark Burchick, 

John Mackerron.  Photo by Kanji Takeno 

2013 BEULAH PRICE SCHOLARSHIP WINNER: 

Junior Mark Burchick has proved such an asset to both EMF and MCCS that 
the departments made the unprecedented decision to collaborate on his 
nomination. Department members called him “one of our standout students 
of all time,” noting his ability to “bring a group together and organize them 
around great ideas.” As a major in EMF’s Film/Video/Digital Media track, 
Burchick serves the department as co-president of the Lambda Kappa 
Tau fraternity, and took top honors in the Media Arts Festival’s Audio 
Production category. Pursuing a second degree in Journalism, Burchick 
wrote, “will absolutely contribute to the pursuit of truth in my works, as 
well as fostering the ethics necessary for garnering both a candid and 
captivating story.” 

2013 DEPARTMENTAL NOMINEES: 

Zenas Okanlawon, Dance 

Co-Director of the Sigma Rho Delta dance fraternity and Dean’s List student Oklanlawon regularly represents 
the Department of Dance at open houses and auditions. A “model student,” she is recognized not only for 
her “excellent leadership,” but for “encouraging and enhancing the spirit and community of the department.” 
Okanlawon is an accomplished dancer who “brings excellence to every class.” She was the also the only 
student to have her choreographic work featured in the TU’s Dance Company's May concert, “A State of Grace.” 

Liam O’Hanlon, Theatre Arts 

“A quiet, steady, good-natured citizen of the department,” the “extraordinarily talented” O’Hanlon “consistently 
displays great energy and initiative.” He’s been entrusted as lead designer on four departmental productions, 
and has worked professionally for Baltimore’s Iron Crow theatre. He is also a two-time award winner at the 
South East Theatre Conference. 

Kellen Mckay, Music 

“Mature, organized, and extremely dedicated to his academic and music studies,” Mckay’s “wonderful sense 
of humor and his positive attitude helps to create a safe and supportive environment among his peers.” The 
Dean’s List student worked on compositions and musical arrangements and wrote poetry for the 2013 Oldenburg 
Project, “Love Through Time.” (Read more about TU’s collaborative exchange with Oldenburg University on 
page 2) He’s also a member of the Percussion Ensemble, Orchestra, and Symphonic Band, and has performed 
with the Men’s Chamber Singers and Choral Society. 

MARK BURCHICK 
Electronic Media and Film & 

Mass Communication and 
Communication Studies 
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Brian Stelter: 
Top of the
Morning 

Career on the Move Brian Stelter, the star journalist who went straight to New York Times after graduating from Towson in 
2007, has been on a hot streak this summer, as he ventures into books, TV anchoring, more blogging 
and domestic bliss. 

As a freshman at Towson, he created TV Newser, a blog that covered TV news. He kept his identity anonymous 
for fear he would lose credibility with key industry insiders. He sold the blog after six months to Media Bistro but 
continued to run it from his dorm room, during classes, and on vacation, attracting as many as 900,000 hits a 
month and the attention of industry executives, including The New York Times. In his senior year, he became 
editor of The Towerlight. A few months after graduation, the twittering wunderkind was on his way to a career 
as media reporter at The New York Times, where he has fourished. 

“I have so many more stories I want to write...” 

His nonfction book about the TV morning talk shows, Top of the Morning, published last year – is getting a 
second wind as a beach read and earning excellent reviews on Amazon, despite an earlier critical review in 
the New York Times. In August he tried out for an anchor spot on the CNN Sunday show “Reliable Sources”. 

And most important to him personally, he moved in with his girlfriend Jamie Shupak, an Emmy-winning traffc 
reporter in New York City, in the trendy West Village. Thanks to her, he says, he is keeping his weight down, in 
the fnal chapter of a dieting saga that was documented ounce by ounce on his own personal blog. These days 
he appears as “B”, an eager eater of the healthy vegetarian fare featured in Shupak’s popular blog, “TV Dinner”. 

Is the famously workaholic journalist getting glamorous? 
“I’ m glad if it looks glamorous on Instagram,” says Stelter, “It doesn’t feel glamorous, but does feel plentiful 
and wonderful.” 

He views Top of the Morning, published by Grand Central Publishing in 2012, as his biggest challenge so far. 
It portrays the intense rivalries and characters of morning TV in all their cutthroat glory through a fascinating 
narrative. 

Fortunately for him, he caught CBS, ABC, and NBC in the thick of a ratings war in the summer of 2012, when 
Today, the reigning king of morning TV, lost frst place to Good Morning America. “I was glad to have gotten 
sourced up and then I could sit back and watch these things blow up,” he says. 

President Maravene Loeschke and Brian Stelter with his 
new book, “Top of the Morning.  Photo by Kanji Takeno 

Why did the movers and shakers of network TV talk 
to him? “It helps to say you’re writing a book,” he 
says. “It also helps to say you work for the New York 
Times.” His subjects also were familiar with his per-
sonal story of creating Newser which gave him the 
reputation as a brilliant prodigy among the movers 
and shakers in TV land. 

“Anchors can’t tell you how they feel on the air. They 
do want their voices heard,” says Stelter, who hung 
out on the set and backstage for months. 

While sources came easily to Stelter, the lengthy book 
project was “the hardest thing I have ever done in 
my life.” The challenge of writing 100,000 words was 
“terrifying,” Stelter says. 

He has no plans to write another book, but in August, svelte and neat in a starched white shirt, he auditioned 
as TV anchor of “Reliable Sources”, a Sunday CNN news-talk show which could add star power to his current 
Times job. He invited the guests and prepped for days. During the appearance, he was aware of the horror 
of “dead air” if he lost his place or stopped talking. He has renewed respect for the TV stars who face that 
possibility every day on the air.  

“I have so many more stories I want to write,” the Damascus, MD native adds. Stelter plans to continue 
investigating the trends in television and cable-“video, how we watch TV, who do we get on TV. . Hulu, You 
Tube, Netfix and other alternatives.” Then there is follow-up of morning TV: the surprise popularity of 70-year 
old Charlie Rose as anchor at ABC, the effort of Today to stop its downward plunge, and GMA anchor Robin 
Roberts ongoing battle with a deadly disease. . . 

He adds, “I approach it like a graduate student, what can I learn from this?” similar to his approach to his favorite 
journalism classes, such as Newswriting, at Towson. The book reviews, even the few negative ones, are also to 
be studied for what they can teach him. After all, “Isn’t all life about learning?”asks the philosophical blogger. 
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Anneliese 
Bruce 
Goodnight 
Against All Odds 
a Super Bowl 
Winning Spirit 

Starting a new job is often a momentous 
occasion, but for Anneliese Bruce, it was the 
beginning of a new era after an especially 

tumultuous few years. After graduation Bruce – who 
majored in graphic design at Towson – worked in her 
chosen feld, and married her high school sweetheart 
and best friend, Jon, who studied Special Education 
at Towson, and was embarking on his own fulflling 
career at Dulaney High School. 

Tragically, just a year after the pair wed, they learned 
that the melanoma Jon was fghting had returned. 
Two days later, in an emotional pendulum swing, they 
discovered they were expecting their frst child. After 
a “hard fght,” Jon passed away in November 2011, 

just months before the couple’s “new little miracle” 
was born. Bruce also lost her job, which turned out 
to be a blessing in disguise, because it gave her a 
chance to focus on their new baby, who she calls “the 
best thing that has ever happened to me.” 

Shored up by her “unbelievable support system” of 
family and friends, and by the knowledge that Jon 
“would want me to be happy and stay strong for our 
daughter,” Bruce says “I took each day as it came 
and still do.” And that paved the way for her to fnd 
new opportunities – including the one that took her 
all the way to The Super Bowl. 

Here, she shares the story of her new career. 

Anneliese Bruce 
TU Class of 2008 
Graphic Designer Baltimore Ravens 

Q: You majored in graphic design at Towson. What drew you to the feld? 

I took a graphic design elective at Carroll Community College. In that class time few by, and I really enjoyed 
working on the projects. I still have some – they are not great but it is interesting to see where I started. 

Q: You interned at the Discovery Channel as a senior, and at Under Armour after 
graduation. How did you land your job with The Ravens? 

I was unemployed and was looking for an exciting job, instead of just a job to pay the bills. 

On Facebook we have a group called Design Detention where alumni, professors, and current students 
can post anything from articles about design, to websites, questions, jobs etc. It is a great resource and 
keeps everyone in touch. Professor Jessica Ring posted the Ravens job description. I thought, “how cool 
it would be to work for a sport that I love?” but I hesitated [to apply] because it was an internship. However 
I changed my mind and thought, “what do I have to lose?” I prepared my resume, made sure it was 
perfect, crossed my fngers as I hit send (literally) and then got really nervous, and excited! Then I received 
the call that I had the interview. The two designers I’d be working with showed me the variety of projects 
they work on, and I knew right there that this was my dream job! Little did I know how amazing the next 
few months would be. 

Q: You work for a major sports team with established logos, colors, fonts, etc., and the 
NFL has lots of guidelines about how they can be used. Does that present any special 
design challenges? 

It is a challenge everyday. I am still learning what can and cannot be used, and it changes often. Not only 
do you have to follow the NFL guidelines, which can be quite diffcult, you have to follow player contracts 
that deal with endorsements. For example, if a player is a spokesperson for Pizza Hut you cannot use him 
in a photo for Papa Johns. One of the hardest guidelines to follow is that when you’re using photo with 
players, it has to include six players, unless there is a deal with an individual player. There are so many 
different guidelines to keep in mind. 

Q: What sort of work do you do for The Ravens? 

I work mostly on the cheerleader and rookie projects. I also work on ads, and on programs for special 
events. Each week we have a home game I am usually asked to clip out photos for the game day program. 
Every day is different – you really never know what’s going to come your way. My two largest projects 
were the Community Relations scrapbook I created this spring, and also the cheerleader yearbook that 
was given to each cheerleader last season. 

Q: The Ravens sent you to the Super Bowl. What was it like to work at such a major event? 

We designed many different things up until the day we few out, but all my work is done before the games, 
so I get to enjoy them with the fans. The Super Bowl was no different. I did volunteer to help the Ravens 
staff hand out gifts to the employees every morning. It was a fun job. It was like playing Santa when we 
handed out the iPads. 

Q: Many people don’t realize that it’s not just football players who get Super Bowl rings. 
What was your reaction when you saw yours for the frst time? 

My reaction was just like the players’ -- I couldn’t stop looking at it and smiling! Mine is much smaller, 
but it is still unreal to see my last name on the side of a Super Bowl ring! That night was a night that I will 
never forget! I really thought I would just keep it locked up and take it out occasionally when someone 
wanted to see it. However it has been just the opposite, I’ve actually been wearing it. No, I don’t wear it 
on a normal day, but I do wear it to the games. 
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New Song 

Towson University 
Partnership brings 
“New Song” to Art 
Education 

Paper planets hang from the ceiling of the au-
ditorium. Collages of skulls and eyeballs deck 
the halls. Faux dinosaur fossils are laid out on 

tables alongside mosaic peace signs and whimsical 
“identity boxes.” These are a few examples of the 
unique artwork created by students at New Song 
Academy, an inner city middle school in Baltimore, 
through one of Towson’s University’s most innovative 
art education courses. 

Jennifer Cheek, an art education major from Luther-
ville, came back from summer vacation to help hang 
the show showcased at New Song’s graduation in 
July. “I was so happy to see the students’ faces light 
up when they saw all the artwork hanging togeth-
er,” says Cheek, a junior who took the course called 
“Media and Techniques for Art Teachers” last spring. 

As part of the program, New Song students go to 
Towson University to work in an art studio on campus. 

The idea of partnership between New Song and Towson began when Professor Kay Broadwater, Area Coordinator 
of Art Education, started classes back in 1995. Her friend Susan Tibbels, a TU alum who founded New Song, 
had big dreams of making a difference for the youth in the neighborhood. She had no funds for an art teacher 
so Broadwater suggested that New Song and Towson form a partnership. 

“It is so rewarding for students to be 
happily surprised by their potential.” 

This year 38 students, working with Broadwater and Professor Diane Kuthy, developed original art lessons 
through a rigorous process that called for theoretical development, assessment and connections to the school 
curriculum. Each student worked on three lesson plans, which were given in groups of three to four at campus 
art studios. Instructor Riselle Abrams also works with New Song students and elementary education majors. 

Even with intensive vetting by professors and fellow students, the real-life classroom experience offers an 
invaluable prelude to the student teaching required senior year. At frst Cheek felt disappointed with how 
her project turned out. “It was a cut paper collage that was a refection of scientifc fact and Henri Matisse's 
arabesque style.” 

Inclement weather cut short the 2-hour work time, one student was disruptive, and students did not fnish their 
projects. The fnal product did not mimic Matisse cutout exactly. 

But students did not seem to mind. They cut out eyeballs, skulls and whole bodies, set up on paper in their 
own creative ways. 

From left to right: Jennifer Cheek, Amy Hadaway, Rebecca 
Cairns, David Woodward, Kelly Campbell, Kay Broadwater, Katy 
Shelton, Katy Dombrausky, Brandie Steve, and Leslie Furlong. 

Photo by Kay Broadwater 

“I learned not to sweat the small stuff and that 
sometimes not everything has to be perfect in order 
for the students to learn and have a good time,” she 
says. “It is so rewarding for students to be happily 
surprised by their potential.” 

The pride in creation was obvious on the day at 
the end of the school year when students were re-
leased from their classes to see the exhibit. Students 
screamed and made beelines straight to their own 
creations. 

Seventh grader Kala Punnett still enjoys looking at 
the mosaic that she created in a lesson that comple-
mented a social studies lesson on global and human 
rights. She created a peace sign in purple against 
white tiles, adding an “L” for love and an “M” for 
Mother Nature on the top edges. 

“I designed it so the colors would pop out,” Kala 
explains. “It was hard to make a perfect circle around 
the peace sign but I like how it came out. It was fun 
going to the college, too.” 

The program is not only about the artwork. “The 
idea is to bring kids to campus to demystify their 
idea of college,” explains Broadwater. Cortez Fisher, 
a New Song alumnus who is now in his second year 
at University of Maryland, recalls the art trips to 
Towson University as “a great frst experience on a 
college campus. It was very beautiful and green, and 
the visual arts building was amazing.” The positive 
experience added to his ambition to be the frst in his 
family to go to college, he says. 

He had such a positive experience in the art classes 
that he briefy considered majoring in art education, 
before he settled on chemistry. There was the sheer 
joy of creating the piece, plus the thrill of self-dis-
covery, he says. 

Over its 18-year history, Towson University-New Song 
Partnership has expanded and refned its approach. 
Two different groups of 12-13 students each will 
be teaching New Song students this fall under the 
supervision of Shawna Pincus and Lyle Diamond. In 
addition, the art education majors will be teaching a 
5-week unit at New Song, along with the three visits 
from the students to the TU studio. The program has 
presented all kinds of media from observational draw-
ing to collages to rock sculpture. Lessons become 
stronger as the students learn more about “what’s 

Student work at New Song Academy. 

Photo by Lavinia Edmunds 

developmentally appropriate. If it’s meaningful to stu-
dents, students are invested, and become invested in 
the lesson,” comments Broadwater. The partnership 
has strengthened over the years as New Song pro-
vides buses for student transportation, and Towson 
contributes the rich art integrated lessons, materials, 
and university resources. 

“The idea is to bring kids to campus 
to demystify their idea of college” 

The program has evolved to be “of mutual beneft to 
Towson and New Song,” adds New Song principal 
Nancy Nielsen. “The university benefts by providing 
an amazing inner city school setting for the students' 
feld experience, and the school is provided with an 
art program that our students would not other-
wise have. It has been a tremendous asset to New 
Song's program, and our students are much more 
well-rounded and creative as a result.” 
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Transcendence by Jose “Pinggot” Zulueta, 

acrylic on canvas, 14” x 12”, 2006 

Art Filipino 

A multi-disciplinary 
artistic experience 

Brittany Nycum came to Towson with a degree in 
Anthropology and plans for a museum career. 
She chose TU’s M.A. program in Professional 

Studies in Art History for “its combination of art histo-
ry, museum studies, and professional writing courses, 
as well as its built-in room for electives in topics such 
as Jewish studies, women’s studies, anthropology and 
sociology… it presents the perfect opportunity to 
continue to build a multi-disciplinary background and 
approach to the museum feld.” 

Nycum’s undergraduate work focused on Pacifc 
Islanders and their cultures, “where art is a central 
aspect of everyday life. ”When she learned TU’s 
Asian Arts & Culture Center (AA&CC) was seeking 
a Graduate Assistant she immediately pursued the 
position. Though her academic focus at TU isn’t Asian 
art-specifc, the position allows her to cultivate her 
passions for “cultural art objects and the creation 
of culturally accurate exhibitions in museums and 
galleries.” 

Nycum’s responsibilities for AA&CC are many and 
varied. She handles correspondence, social media 
updates, and event planning. She volunteers at 
exhibition openings, receptions, and public events, 
where she can “mingle with our wonderful advisory 
board and donors and hear their opinions on what 
we are doing.” Her biggest project – digitizing the 
fles on AA&CC’s permanent collection – is giving her 
“hands-on experience with collections management.” 
To that end, she’s photographing every object in the 
collection, creating a digital database to catalog it, 
and developing a labeling and organizational system 
for the art and artifacts that will protect the objects 
and preserve them for the future. It is work she fnds 
both exciting and rewarding. “Plus,” she says, “it’s 
really hard to shake the awesome feeling that I get 
to work with and hold some very wonderful pieces 
of art and history.” 

Nycum’s work for AA&CC will culminate in an 

exhibition highlighting items from the perma-

nent collection. But frst, she’s gearing up to help 

with AA&CC’s upcoming Art Filipino exhibit, which 

features works from nationally recognized Filipino 

master artists and celebrates Filipino identity. 

She’ll help install the show, and welcomes the 

chance to work with her hands and “make sure 

the artwork is displayed in a way that gives credit 

to the vision of both the artists and the curators. 

My favorite part of the installation is when the ar-

tist(s) and/or curator(s) stop by during the set-up; 

it gives me an opportunity to pick their brains and 

better understand both the artistic process and the 

process of curating and exhibition design.” 

ART FILIPINO RUNS FROM 

September 14 - October 26 

IN THE ASIAN ARTS GALLERY 

A family workshop on crafting 

FILIPINO PAROL LANTERNS 
will be held on 

Saturday, October 19th • 1p.m.-3 p.m. 

IN THE CENTER FOR THE ARTS ATRIUM 

Matthew Jeffers: 
Where is Matt Now? 

A One Man Act 

The last six months have been a whirlwind for recent graduate Matthew Jeffers (Theatre, ’13). An Irene 
Ryan Award-winning portrayal of Tom in the Theatre Department’s production of The Glass Menagerie 
earned him a performance slot at the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival (KCACTF) in 

Washington, DC. He was also among 30 students selected – from an applicant pool of hundreds – to attend 
the American Theatre Wing’s SpringboardNYC, a two-week post-graduation intensive for young actors about to 
embark on theatre careers in New York. That experience afforded Jeffers the opportunity to learn from famous 
actors (think Oliver Platt, Tom Hanks, and Alan Cumming), perform for prominent director Diane Paulus, see 
lots of Broadway shows, and attend the Tony Awards. 

But before all of that, a restless Jeffers rose early one morning, and composed an e-mail that many believe 
was literally a game-changer for The Baltimore Ravens. Coach John Harbaugh and the Ravens players took 
Jeffers’ rallying cry to heart, snapping back from a series of potentially season-ending losses. Press coverage 
ensued. ESPN picked up the story, and flmed Jeffers performing his missive on TU’s mainstage, then aired it 
during the national pre-game coverage. The Ravens sent Jeffers to New Orleans, where he witnessed their 
2013 Super Bowl win. 

That stirring ESPN performance piqued the interest of Leading Authorities, the lecture agency that represents 
Dr. Mehmet Oz, Mika Brzezinski, and Robert Ballard. But instead of drafting a speech for the agency, Jeffers 
took a calculated risk, setting to work on a “one man act” that intertwined the Ravens story, the challenges of 
growing up with a rare form of dwarfsm, his mother’s indomitable spirit as she battled Stage IV brain cancer, 
and his philosophy that “a positive attitude is the most powerful combatant to life’s misfortunes.” The agency 
loved his fresh approach, and signed him. “I don’t know where the speaking will take me,” says Jeffers, but he 
hopes he’s found the sideline that will support him when he moves to New York this fall to start auditioning. 

“A positive attitude is the most powerful 
combatant to life’s misfortunes.” 

“Most of the artists who came [to SpringboardNYC] gave the same fnal message: be true to who you are, 
and whatever you do you’ve got to do full throttle, because you never know who is going to be there to see 
it, and what connections you might make.” It’s a lesson Jeffers can attest to. Playwright Nick Dalton, a judge 
at the KCACTFs, tapped him for the recent Manhattan reading of his work-in-progress, Edison’s Giant. And 
award-winning actress Maude Mitchell, who ran a workshop at Towson last spring, invited Jeffers to play 
Dr. Rank in Mabou Mines’ DollHouse, if the production goes to Japan next year as planned. 

Matthew Jeffers as Tom in the presentation of Tennessee 
William’s play The Glass Menagerie. In the back from left 

to right: Destiny Reeder as Mother and Rena Brault as her 
daughter, Laura. Photo by Kanji Takeno 
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Moving
to Learn 

Towson University 
Dance Students 
help children 
grow up great 

In recent years, national education reform initiatives 
such as No Child Left Behind (NCLB) have placed 
tremendous emphasis on bolstering STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math) education. 
Unfortunately, school districts across the country have 
responded by drastically cutting or eliminating arts 
education, sometimes due to slashes in state funding, 
or the pressure to meet new academic benchmarks. 

Research, however, has repeatedly demonstrated that 
arts education is far more than extracurricular 
enrichment, and that integrating arts throughout the 
general curriculum is a vital means to help students 
gain mastery of all subjects, and promote academic 
achievement. 

It’s a concept that arts educators like Jaye Knutson, 
Professor in the Department of Dance, have long 
understood and advocated. As an instructor for TU’s 
Arts Integration Institute, and as former Program 
Director for “Moving America” (a dance integration 
teacher training program), Knudson was “integrating 
standardized K-12 curriculum into dance curriculum” 
for years before STEM became an education 
catchphrase. “Focusing in on STEM areas was very 
natural, she explains, “particularly since science and 
dance have the physical domain in common.” 

That focus helped shape “Moving to Learn: Grow Up 
Great with Dance and Environmental Science,” a joint 
venture of the Towson University Department of 
Dance’s K-12 Education program and the Port 
Discovery Children’s Museum. Designed to “advance 
achievement and success of very early learners,” the 
program won a $17,000 grant from the PNC 
Foundation’s Grow Up Great initiative. Knutson 
designed the curriculum – which explores cyclical 
patterns in nature – in collaboration with “an expert 
team,” including Dr. Jane Wolfson, Professor of 
Biological Sciences; University Childcare Director 
Sarah Fikes, and dance educator Rachel Knudsen. 
Each month, from January to June 2013, Port 
Discovery hosted preschool groups from Baltimore 
City and several nearby school systems. A state-
certifed dance educator taught the lessons; Towson 
students pursuing the Dance K-12 Teacher 
Certifcation Concentration assisted. 

BFA candidate Brooke Partain (Dance Performance, 
’14), was one of the student assistants for Moving to 
Learn. She was impressed by how quickly the students 
warmed up to the instructors and got immersed in 
the lesson, even though each group of preschoolers 
attended the program only once. That quick rapport-
building was something that struck Rachael LaBonte 

Second Row, left to right: Alison Ribellini, Rachel Bunting, Brook Partain, Racheal LaBonte, Alexandra 
Howard, Rachel Knudson  - Dance Instructor, Jaye Knutson - Professor of Dance.  Front Row, left to 
right:  Kassandra Mattera, Catilin Rose, Shaela Davis, Shianne Antoine, and Heather Zampier. 

Photo by Kanji Takeno 

(Dance Performance, ’15) as well. “Watching how the 
children warmed up to the helpers was amazing,” she 
said. “They wanted to have fun, learn, and feel as if 
they were in a safe environment to do so. And that is 
exactly what this program did!” 

Partain explains that “The Moving to Learn program 
addresses visual, auditory, and tactile learning; this 
way each child has the opportunity to grasp the 
concept of the lesson.” So, for example, during a 
lesson about a tree’s lifecycle through the seasons, 
“the children kinesthetically learned about the 
seasons and accessed their creativity by creating 
dances and moving on their own.” 

Photo by Kanji Takeno 

The approach not only teaches students about nature, involvement with Moving to Learn, she says, “seeing 
it helps them draw connections between the lesson, how much kids actually know and can absorb, in such 
their places in nature, and their own lives. “The a short period of time.” 
abstract,” Knutson explains, “is made concrete 

Both LaBonte and Partain are through the body. The imagination 
appreciative of the tools Moving To can fnd expression in reality 

through the body.” Partain says she The Moving to Learn has given them in terms of 
their own future endeavors in could see the lessons hitting home. Learn program teaching and curriculum “Some children were more vocal 

addresses visual, development. Partain says she than others, but by viewing how 
their bodies responded to the auditory, and “looked forward to Port Discovery 

each month and gained a lot of instructions, I could see even the Photo by Kanji Takeno 
quietest child understanding the tactile learning knowledge not only on how to 

teach a lesson, but on how to lesson.” For LaBonte, it was 
connect and build a relationship interesting to observe how the 
with different types of students lesson fostered cooperation and 
and their learning styles.” More collaboration. “You could see all of 
than that, she can now speak 

Top: Alison Ribellino and children. 

Bottom: Children “Moving to Learn. 

the differing personalities....but the 
directly to just how vital the arts are to effective STEM kids all seemed to function as one cohesive unit.” 
education. “The program opened my eyes to the 

LaBonte also loved seeing frsthand “how important endless possibilities dance has not only within its own 
it is to utilize multiple intelligences with young feld,” she asserts, “but in other felds as well.” 
children in a creative movement pattern with literacy 
and education.” The most rewarding part, of her 
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