
Theme Scholar: Karen Campbell 
Kuebler  

 
Biography 

As an undergraduate dance major, 
Kuebler realized her knowledge in 
dance history was severely lacking. 
This initiated a career long research 
initiative to explore, connect, and 
apply dance history in her teaching 
and learning process. Since 2009, 
Kuebler has taught Dance History 

courses here at Towson University and presented her research 
at conferences near and far since the 1990s. In this process, 
Kuebler identified numerous people who did not appear in 
many of the history books, but their stories are revealed in the 
social media of the day – newspapers! Their stories need to be 
told in the 21st century world. One of these stories involves a 
family who dominated the Vaudeville circuit for forty years and 
trained entertainers who continued to influence stage, screen, 
and society throughout the 20th century. This ROARing 
Twenties and beyond group is The Whitman Sisters.  
 
Kuebler will focus on the connections of The Whitman 
Sisters to dance, music, theatre, social justice, and civil 
rights through the lens of entertainment. From students 
involved in Tap Dance, Charleston, and Cakewalk pop-
ups, to virtual vaudeville themed shows, to collaborative 
media arts presentations, the campus will revisit this 
century old group and discover their continued relevance 
today.  
 
Kuebler has taught, presented, and experienced dance with 
babies through adults for four decades. She also advocates for 
dance programming at all levels and is actively involved in 
various Dance organizations including National Dance 
Education Organization (NDEO) and Deep Vision Dance 
Company (DVDC). Kuebler is a founding board member of the 
Maryland Dance Education Association (MDEA) and continues 
to serve as the Advocacy Chair on the Board of Directors. 
 

COFAC Theme 
 
The ROARING Twenties – events, screenings, 
exhibitions, and coursework offer a fascinating look into 
the surprising connections between the 1920s and 
2020s. 
 
This year’s theme, the ROARing Twenties, while different 
and challenging in many ways due to the global 
pandemic, has inspired some incredibly meaningful 
work by our faculty and students. From virtual concerts 
to podcasts, these thoughtful and provoking responses 
from our community will leave you wanting more. 
 
Our current theme scholar, Karen Campbell Kuebler, 
adjunct professor from the Department of Dance, will 
share her own research on the Whitman sisters online 
later this fall. 
 
Podcast Series: The Roaring Twenties 
 
This semester, the theme podcast series will continue 
with another line up of incredible faculty, staff and 
students. Participants are asked to explore similar 
themes that have emerged between the centuries in 
relation to their discipline.  
 

1) As an artist/scholar/performer, how does your 
work in 2020 connect to the themes in the 
1920s? 

2) In the midst of a global pandemic as well as the 
Black Lives Matter movement, what can we 
learn and apply from the 1920s to the world 
today? 

3) How do you envision engaging students in the 
connect and history of the roaring twenties and 
make it relevant to their virtual world today? 

 
Episodes 1–10 
Listen now: https://bit.ly/3FZ7lsZ 

As a result of Kuebler’s research, she published Whitman Women (2021).  
Available for purchase: https://he.kendallhunt.com/product/whitman-women 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Dear Suzie, 
Everyone up here in The Big Apple is bumping their gums about how 
the Whitman Sisters are doing their thing with entertainment! They 
have Miss Curry here singing like a canary and so many other black 
artists performing. The best part is, the sisters are still hold true to 
their Christian values. You have to come up here and see it, I 
promise it will blow your wig. 
Sincerely,  
Mica 
 

Dear Lisa, 
Oh Lisa, it's been such a long time since we wrote to each other. I hope 
you're doing swell in that ruck of a town you moved to. Anyways, you 
would not believe the fun I have found in Baltimore. The Whitman 
Sisters came through town this past weekend, and I had the wonderful 
pleasure of attending! Lisa, they sang my favorite song "I Can't Get 
Along Without You." Their voices are so heavenly, I felt the spirit of 
God flow right through me. You know how excited I was to see Mabel 
and Essie, my two favorite sisters perform. I had to bust out the 
Charleston midway, hopefully I did not embarrass myself. They will be 
passing through Chicago at the end of the month, you must attend! 
Best Regards, Joan 
 

Dear Martha, 
Blow your wig! I am down watchinin’ the Whitman Sisters perform at 
the Lafayette Theatre. This production is my cup of tea. I am all 
nerves as I see Bennie Moten and his Band performing I love how it 
ain’t just a one woman show, but more! Man, I be lovin’ the music, the 
actin’ the dancin’ everything. Wishing you were here with me, I 
could’ve saved ya a hot seat in the theatre. What do you say for next 
time? 
Your dear friend, 
Rachell 

Dear Beloved Dorothy, 
I hope that this letter reaches you well. I saw the most spectacular 
show over the weekend. You may have heard of it as well because it 
has been quite a hit over the past couple of years. It is most definitely a 
sight to be seen. I heard the most beautiful voices sing. Bert and Alice 
are two of the performing sisters. The accompaniment of the ukulele 
was just magnificent. The Whitman Sisters really put together 
something great and I’m glad that it is getting the recognition that it has 
so far. If the Whitman Sisters are ever in your part of town, I hope you 
would do yourself a favor and attend the show.  
Farewell, Enna  
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