
MINUTES OF THE APRIL 10, 2015 FCSM COLLEGE COUNCIL MEETING 
The FCSM College Council met on April 10, 2015 in 7800 York Road Bldg., YR459 at 1:30 p.m. with Dr. Ming 
Tomayko, Chairperson, presiding. 
 
Member Attendees: FCSM: David Vanko; Biological Sciences: John LaPolla, Sarah Texel; Chemistry: Ellen 
Hondrogiannis, Kelly Elkins; Computer and Information Sciences: Subrata Acharya, Suranjan Chakraborty; 
Mathematics: Elizabeth Goode, Moustapha Pemy; Physics, Astronomy, & Geosciences: Parviz Ghavamian, 
Jeff Simpson; At Large: Harald Beck (Biological Sciences), Ming Tomayko (Mathematics); Students: Jessica 
Canter (graduate student representative), Zeba Ahmed (undergraduate student representative), Cory Duke 
(undergraduate student representative). 
 
Chairperson called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 
 
1. Approval of Minutes 
The motion to approve the March 13, 2015 College Council minutes was made by Suranjan Chakraborty and 
seconded by Harald Beck.  The minutes were approved with 1 abstention. 
 

2. Announcements and Remarks from the Dean 
2.1. The FCSM Honors Convocation is scheduled for April 26, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. in the Chesapeake Room, 

University Union. The Dean encouraged all faculty and staff members to attend the event. This 
event will include selected research project exhibits of students. 

 
2.2. The FCSM Commencement is scheduled for May 20 2015 at 10 a.m. This year’s commencement 

marks the beginning of TU’s year-long 150th Anniversary celebration. 
 

2.3. Towson University students (Jarrett Booz, Matthew Carr, Cate Hammond, Felix Guerrero, Luke 
Moorman, Jacob Oakley, Donald Propst and Mattew Verrette) gained real-world experience 
defending a commuter rail system’s IT infrastructure from cyber-attacks in the mid-Atlantic 
Collegiate Cyber Defense Competition and finished third in this annual competition presented by the 
National CyberWatch Center, March 25-28, 2015.  

 

2.4. Dr. Heidi Feng, graduate student Jin Guo and two undergraduate students, Ted Smith and Rhyan 
Vargas, presented their work at the Accessibility Hackathon organized by the White House Office of 
Public Engagement and the National Institute of Disability, Independent Living, Rehabilitation, and 
Research.  During the event, which was held adjacent to the White House, Dr. Feng and her students 
demonstrated the SoundsRight CAPTCHA and their two mobile stroke survivor game software 
applications.  

 

2.5. Dr. John Sivey was one of three finalists chosen to receive the AGRO New Investigator Award, 
sponsored by Dow AgroSciences.  The award recognizes excellence by a recent Ph.D. scientist 
conducting research in agrochemicals such as chemical pesticides, bio-pesticides, pheromones, 
chemical attractants, fumigants, plant-incorporated protectants, disinfectants, or biotechnology-
derived crops.  Each finalist receives a trip to the 2015 American Chemical Society National Meeting 
in Boston, MA, where the winner will be determined. 

 

2.6. The Pre-Veterinarian Club (Amanda Maxwell, President) held a fund-raiser for their club and for Tiny 
Tigers.  Club members dished out Rita’s Italian Ice and raised over $200. 

 

2.7. Governor Hogan’s administration has deferred the new science building in his FY16 capital budget.  
Despite efforts by President Chandler, numerous TU staff, the Towson Advocacy Program, students 
and our Dean Dr. Vanko, the science building funding could not be restored to the final version of 
the FY16 capital budget passed by the legislature.  As a consequence, final architectural design work 
will be delayed by one year.  Currently, construction will now begin in summer 2017, and move-in 
will be in summer 2020. 
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2.8. The majority of the Fisher General Endowment Funds each year for the past three years have been 
allocated to the Authentic Undergraduate Research program.  Results have been encouraging.  
Projects have varied from traditional summer research to several new course-based Undergraduate 
Research Experiences (CUREs).  Next year, the Dean’s office will continue this program but at a 
reduced level.  The Dean’s office plans to use about 1/3 of the fund for the authentic research 
program; about 1/3 for contingency to address next year’s budget shortfall; and will seek authority 
to bank about 1/3 of the funds for future equipment needs, anticipating that the equipment budget 
for the new science building will be inadequate.   

 

2.9. Dr. Ira Flatow, the noted science journalist and long-time host of NPR’s Science Friday, has been 
approached for the FCSM Visiting Scholar for the TU 150th Celebration.  The Dean’s office is nearing 
conclusion of an agreement that would bring Dr. Flatow to Campus in mid to late October for a day, 
making an all-campus (student) presentation, and then headlining a banquet dinner speech. 

 

2.10. Ms. Sarah Metzgar is our new FCSM liaison in the Development Office.  She is a Major Gift Officer 
who comes to us from a position at George Washington University.  It would be a good idea to invite 
her as guest to a future Council meeting. 

 

2.11. Towson UTeach just received a $50,000 donation from the Kahlert Foundation.  The funds will help 
to create two endowments: a scholarship endowment and an operating fund endowment. 

 

2.12. Dr. Karl Steiner, Vice President for Research at UMBC, visited the FCSM Chairs’ Council on April 8, 
2015, with the message that he is seeking to identify areas of collaboration, especially in life 
sciences, environmental sciences, and cybersecurity.   

 

2.13. The TU Foundation board contributed to the President’s office up to $1 million to help offset this 
year’s budget cuts.  The Provost’s Budget Office (PBO) had requested each college to submit a list of 
equipment requests, stipulating that the requests must meet students’ needs.  FCSM faculty 
members have submitted close to 30 suggestions to the Dean’s office.  The following were 
forwarded to the PBO for consideration:  

 
   $9,120  Physics teaching equipment for TUNE 
   $9,750  6 microcentrifuges 
   $4,924  6 compound microscopes 
   $75,000 Benchtop X-ray diffractometer 
   $80,000 GC-MS 
   $8,173  Block digestion system 
   $15,500 Automatic titrator 
   $40,000 Polarimeter 
   $19,037 Electrophoresis bioanalyzer 
   $40,000 Closed cycle cryostat 
   $49,500 Biochemistry instruments 
   $14,000 Swim tunnel respirometer 
   $66,325 Scanning electric mobility spectrometer 
   $70,450 Planetarium projector            
   $501,779 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
3. Announcements from the Council Chair 

3.1. The College Election Committee Chairperson, Dr. Darush Davani has initiated the election procedure 
for the two at-large representatives. The Computer & Information Sciences (CIS) department has 
selected Dr. Michael McGuire as the new CIS representative for the upcoming academic year. The 
Chair encouraged all Council members to consider the executive committee positions for the 
upcoming year.  
 

3.2. Guest speaker Dr. Cindy Ghent (Interim Director, STEM Education Center) and guest speakers Dr. 
Rommel Miranda, Ms. Bobbie Laur and Ms. Kelsey Beckett (University Partnership Working Group, 
TU Partnerships and Outreach) will be speaking during the May 2015 Council meeting.  

 
 

4. Old Business 
4.1. The Council members discussed marketing ideas for the College as part of the TU 150th Celebrations. 

The following suggestions were made:  first extra-mural awards and or/scholar programs (agencies: 
NIH, NSF, Career Awards, Fulbright, MacArthur, Rhodes, etc.); US patents; Campus building 
establishment dates (Smith Hall, 7800 York, etc.); etc. All suggestions and information should be 
forwarded to the Dean’s office.  

 
4.2.  The Chairperson updated the council members on the Regents Award nominations. All members 

were encouraged to forward nominations to the Chairperson by May 1, 2015. The nomination email 
should include their name, category of award, and a brief summary of their achievements. The 
Council will discuss the nominations during the May 8, 2015 Council meeting.  

 
 
5. Adjournment 
The motion for adjournment was made by Suranjan Chakraborty and seconded by Parviz Ghavamian. The 
meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by,  
Subrata Acharya (recording secretary) 


