
MINUTES OF THE MAY 08, 2015 FCSM COLLEGE COUNCIL MEETING 
The FCSM College Council met on May 08, 2015 in 7800 York Road Bldg., YR459 at 1:30 p.m. with Dr. Sarah 
Texel, Vice-Chairperson, presiding. 
 
Member Attendees: FCSM: David Vanko; Biological Sciences: John LaPolla, Sarah Texel; Chemistry: Ellen 
Hondrogiannis, Kelly Elkins; Computer and Information Sciences: Subrata Acharya (outgoing representative), 
Michael McGuire (incoming representative), Suranjan Chakraborty; Mathematics: Elizabeth Goode, 
Moustapha Pemy; Physics, Astronomy, & Geosciences: Parviz Ghavamian, Jeff Simpson; At Large: Harald Beck 
(Biological Sciences); Students: Jessica Canter (outgoing graduate student representative), Kasey Bolyard 
(incoming graduate student representative), Zeba Ahmed (undergraduate student representative), Cory Duke 
(undergraduate student representative). 
Absentee: Ming Tomayko (notified earlier) 
 
The Vice-Chairperson called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 
 
 
1. Approval of Minutes 
The motion to approve the April 10, 2015 College Council minutes was made by Harald Beck and seconded by 
John LoPolla.  The minutes were approved with no abstentions. 
 
 
2. Guest Speakers 

2.1. Dr. Cindy Ghent, Interim Director, STEM Education Center 

2.1.1. Dr. Ghent updated the Council on the history and goals of the STEM Education Center.  The 
salient projects ongoing in the Center are the Learning Assisted Program, FizTechNSF – ISTEM 
program, the CosMiC scholars program and various Teacher Training Programs.  
 

2.1.2. The current focus of the Center are as follows:  

 Undergraduate and graduate education and curriculum development 

 Faculty development programs for new in-coming faculty, specially to aid in teaching  

 Training of pre-service teachers at the elementary, secondary levels for science and math 

education as well as early childhood education 

 Establishment and conduction of various community outreach activities 

 Facilitate research in STEM education and help in obtaining faculty grants 

All members are welcome to forward feedback and suggestions to Dr. Ghent at 

cghent@towson.edu 

2.2. Dr. Rommel Miranda and Ms. Bobbie Laur, University Partnership Working Group, TU Partnerships 

and Outreach 

2.2.1. University Partnership aims to support the core mission of the university to engage, establish 

and promote community partnerships. 

 The guest speakers discussed the background, overview of the structure, and ways in which it 

could help faculty and staff 

 There was considerable discussion on establishing a digital repository for broader impacts and 

institutional resources to help in various faculty and staff community engagement efforts 

 There was discussion to improve and co-ordinate various inter-college efforts to exchange 

knowledge and expertise in raising the profile of TU as a community leader in the region 

 The partnership group is collecting a lot of data to help support various TU research and 

community engagement activities 

mailto:cghent@towson.edu


 The system would help to a) enhance recognition of faculty staff led partnerships; b) identify our 

relationships and partnerships; and c) Determine their scope and co-ordinate campus, etc.   

Some of the examples highlighted by the speakers were the Conservation work by Dr. Siegel and Project 

ASTRO: Maryland science center and space telescope.  

 

3. Announcements and Remarks from the Dean 
3.1. The FCSM Honors Convocation on April 26, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. in the Chesapeake Room, University 

Union was a great success, 
 

3.2. The Dean’s recognition award ceremony is planned for May 15, 2015. The event will honor Dr. 
Jeffery Miller, DDS of Catonsville, MD for his generous gift, 
 

3.3. The FCSM Commencement is scheduled for May 20 2015 at 10 a.m. This year’s commencement 
marks the beginning of TU’s year-long 150th Anniversary celebration, 

 

3.4. The Dean suggested to the Council members to establish a way to document the service activity by 

faculty members. The suggestion was to include it as part of Council discussion for the upcoming 

academic year. 

 

 

4. Announcements from the Council Vice-Chairperson 
4.1. The Council Vice-Chairperson along with the Council thanked all outgoing members for their work 

and contribution to the FCSM college council. The Council welcomed all new members to the FCSM 
College Council.  
 
 

5. Old Business 
5.1. The Council members discussed the nominations for the Regents Award. The following nominees 

were discussed:  Dr. Matt Helm (Teaching); Dr. Jane Wolfsan (Public Service); Dr. Michael O’Leary 
(Mentoring) and Dr. Ryan Casey (Scholarship). 

 

 

6. New Business:  

6.1. The Council members discussed the nominations and election of members to the Council Executive 

Board. Based on self-nominations the following members were unanimously elected the Council 

Executive Committee for the upcoming academic year: Dr. Suranjan Chakraborty (Chairperson); Dr. 

Sarah Texel (Vice – Chairperson); Dr. Harald Beck (Corresponding Secretary) and Ms. Kasey Bolyard 

(Recording Secretary).  

 
 
7. Adjournment 
The motion for adjournment was made by Ellen Hondrogiannis and seconded by Subrata Acharya. The 
meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by,  
Subrata Acharya (recording secretary) 


