MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 13, 2013 FCSM COLLEGE COUNCIL MEETING

The FCSM College Council met on December 13, 2013 in 7800 York Road, Room 459 at 1:30 p.m. with
Dr. Honi Bamberger, Chairperson, presiding.

Attendance: Dean: David Vanko; Biological Sciences: Sarah Texel; Sarah Haines; Chemistry: Alan
Pribula, Kelly Elkins; Computer and Information Sciences: Suranjan Chakraborty, Subrata Acharya;
Mathematics: Honi Bamberger, Moustapha Pemy; Physics, Astronomy, & Geosciences: Reizelie
Barreto-Espino, James Overduin; At Large: Harald Beck (Biological Sciences), Ming Tomayko
(Mathematics); Students: Mary Neslund (Graduate), Breanna Borror (Undergraduate)

Guest Attendees: Howard Kaplon; Dr. Linda Cooper, Ms. Christine Roland and Ms. Dolores Bonincontri
(Towson UTeach program)

Absentees:

Chairperson Dr. Honi Bamberger called the meeting to order at 1:31 PM.

1. Approval of Minutes
The motion to approve the November 8, 2013 College Council minutes was made by Sarah Texel and
seconded by Harald Beck. The minutes were unanimously approved.

2. Announcements from the Dean
2.1. The Dean announced that the FCSM Diversity Action Committee has adopted the book, “The
Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks” as part of the FCSM STEM Residential Learning Community
Spring 2014 course curriculum.

2.2. The Dean reminded Council members that the Towson Tigers Football team is playing in the
round three of the FCS Championship on December 13, 2013.

2.3. The Dean updated the Council members on the success of Towsonopoly held on November 9,
2013 in the West Village Ballroom. Over $80,000 was raised in support of the Towson UTeach
program. The Dean also let the representatives know that Towson UTeach was the beneficiary
of a gift of $875,000 from Mr. Willard Hackerman, and a gift of $300,000 for Towson UTeach
scholarships was made by Dr. and Mrs. Dudley Smith of College Station, Texas. The funding
goal for the program is $7,000,000.

2.4. The Dean shared that both the 2013-14 FCSM Fall Forum and Holiday Party were a success, and
he asked for feedback on the idea of combining these events for the 2014-15 academic year.
This would increase participation and reduce cost to the College.

2.5. The Dean updated Council members on the Smith Hall renovation plan, explaining that oral and
written presentations have been made to the Maryland Department of Budget and
Management. The Dean stated that TU would continue to lobby for the new science complex
throughout the upcoming legislative session.

2.6. The Dean let representatives know that the Provost’s draft Merit document is available at the
Provost’s website:
http://wwwnew.towson.edu/provost/provost/documents/NewRevisedMERIT3.pdf.

The draft has also been submitted to the UPTRM committee and the Senate.




2.7. The Dean told the Council members that the Provost and Vice Provost had shared the results of
the Dean’s Review with him. This was his first review and the feedback was verbal. The reviews
were largely quite positive with no one expressing the need for a change in leadership.

Announcements from the Council Chairperson

3.1. The Chairperson solicited suggestions from Council members regarding guests to invite to
upcoming Council meetings. The Chairperson also requested that members come prepared with
goals and priorities for upcoming Council meetings.

3.2. The Chairperson announced that the sub-committee to review nominations for the Innovation in
Teaching Award met on December 6, 2013. This award from the Office of Academic Innovation
honors faculty in each college who have implemented outstanding innovative teaching
approaches shown to increase student achievement. A subcommittee comprising of one
representative from each Department volunteered to read through the nominations and use the
rubric provided from the Office of Academic Innovation. The sub-committee unanimously
decided to confer the award jointly to Dr. Matthew Hemm and Dr. Larry Wimmers.

3.3. The Chairperson wished all members a great finals week and a restful winter break. The next
Council meeting is scheduled for the 14" February 2014.

Dr. Linda Cooper (Co-Director), Ms. Christine Roland (Master Teacher of Science and Clinical
Instructor) and Ms. Dolores Bonincontri (Master Teacher of Mathematics and Clinical Instructor),
affiliated faculty members from Towson UTeach updated the College Council on the program’s
developments. A PowerPoint of the presentation is available to anyone wishing to view it. Please
email the Council recording secretary (sachaya@towson.edu) for a copy of the presentation. The
website for Towson UTeach is: http://www.towson.edu/UTeach/.

Old Business

5.1. The Chairperson updated the Council members on the Provost’s Town Hall Merit meetings. The
Council had discussed and formed a sub-committee to review the Provost’s response and draft a
response. The original sub-committee included Harald Beck, Ming Tomayko, Honi Bamberger,
Reizelie Barreto-Espino and Subrata Acharya. The sub-committee plans to meet to discuss the
Provost’s Merit draft update.

5.2. The Chairperson asked Council members to think of ways to increase/improve the number of
nominations for the FCSM faculty and staff awards. Some suggestions for improvement included:
=  Feedback from the faculty mentors and the department Merit Committee Chairperson.
® Incentives for participating in the nominating process.
=  Reviewing the time frame for nominations.

New Business
6.1. Due to time limitations the following New Business will be on the agenda of the upcoming
February 2014 Council meeting.
=  Discussion on agenda items for the rest of the academic year 2013-14.
=  Discussion on ideas to increase and improve STEM initiatives and funding opportunities.
=  Discussion on ideas to improve student academic persistence in STEM majors.
=  Discussion on improving the effectiveness of integrating technology into teaching.



7. Adjournment
The motion for adjournment was made by Ming Tomayko and seconded by Suranjan Chakraborty. The
meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by,

Subrata Acharya, recording secretary.



