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MINUTES OF THE FCSM COLLEGE COUNCIL MEETING 
The FCSM College Council met on September 21, 2012 in Smith Hall, Room 306 at 1:30 pm with Honi 

Bamberger, Chairperson presiding. 

Attendance: David Vanko, Sarah Haines, Vanessa Beauchamp, Cynthia Zeller, Alan Pribula, Nadim Alkharouf, 
Subrata Acharya, Honi Bamberger, Leonid Stern, Rajeswari Kolagani, Pamela Lottero-Perdue, Harald Beck, 
Ming Tomayko, Elizabeth Kudirka, Scottie Berk, Howard Kaplon (guest). 
 

1. The meeting was called to order at 1:30 PM by Honi Bamberger, Chairperson. 
2. New members of the Council were introduced and welcomed. 
3. Minutes from the May 11, 2012 were approved unanimously, with minor corrections. 
4. Election of the Council officers was held.  The following seats were filled: 

Chairperson: Honi Bamberger 
Vice chairperson: Vanessa Beauchamp 
Recording secretary: Nadim Alkharouf   
Corresponding secretary: Harald Beck 

5. Announcements from the Dean: 
5.1. President Loeschke attended the Resource Planning Advisory Committee (RPAC), and emphasized 

her priorities. They included STEM education and STEM workforce development.  

5.2. The president also talked about UTeach. She is very interested in UTeach and mentioned that 

USM will try to give our base budget an increase for UTeach.  

5.3. The president also emphasized at the RPAC meeting that we are a comprehensive institution, one 

that is research intensive. Teaching though is still at the heart of what we do. 

5.4. James Dilisio (interim provost) was at the RPAC meeting as well and talked about the new 

Harford county building, which will be completed in 2 years. He also spoke of salaries and 

mentioned that the university task force on salary is close in submitting their final report. 

5.5. College Statistics: 

5.5.1. Eight new faculty members this Fall, 3 of which are new SAPs (growth);  making a total of 

139 Tenured/Tenure Track faculty 

5.5.2. Also, 8 FT NTT faculty, 25 FT lecturers, and 38 staff members 

5.5.3. Grants and Contracts:  FY12 final figures:  86 different faculty members helped write 78 

grant proposals requesting more than $21.1 million.  And, 35 faculty members were 

co-PIs on 35 grants amounting to more than $2.78 million. 



5.6. Provost search – 3 candidates were interviewed on campus in early September.  Dr. Timothy 

Chandler was selected, and he will start in January 2013. 

5.7. Dr. Meghan May (Biological Sciences) is the sixth Fisher Endowed Chair. 

5.8. FY13 Fisher Endowment funds:  $277,000 primarily for “authentic research experiences for 

undergraduates”. 

5.9. Towson UTeach initiative: co-Directors Linda Cooper (Mathematics) and Qing Li (College of 

Education); 29 students in the STEP 1 course; UTeach courses are being prepared for department, 

college and university curriculum committees. There are numerous challenges! 

5.10.  School of Emerging Technologies RFP resulted in 13 project proposals.  Seven have been funded, 

for a total of $94,000. 

5.11. Smith Hall Renovation - $12M in Governor’s capital budget for two years of architectural and 

design. 

5.12. The College received a NSF Academic Research Infrastructure grant for 1.4 million to house the 

Urban Environmental Biogeochemistry Laboratory, and the ribbon-cutting was held on 

September 9. 

5.13. Computer and Information Sciences faculty members Dr. Jonathan Lazar and Dr. Heidi Feng were 

awarded a US patent for inventing HIPUU, a new CAPTCHA (a Completely Automated Public 

Turing test to tell a Computer and a Human Apart) that is accessible for persons with disabilities.  

The other co-authors on the patent include undergraduate student Jon Holman and doctoral 

student Graig Sauer. 

5.14. The National Science Foundation awarded TU a five-year, $2M grant from its Federal Cyber 

Service: Scholarships for Service Program.  The project, “Scholarship for Service at Towson 

University,” was conceived by Professors Shiva Azadegan, Wei Yu, Blair Taylor, Siddharth Kaza, 

and Josh Dehlinger, all of the Department of Computer and Information Sciences. 

5.15. Dr. Francis M. McCubbin, TU Geology ’04, was named by President Obama as one of 96 

researchers to be recipients of the Presidential Early Career Awards for Scientists and Engineers, 

the highest honor bestowed by the United States Government on science and engineering 

professionals in the early stages of their independent research careers.  Francis earned his BS in 

Geology from TU in 2004, then his PhD from SUNY-Stony Brook.  He is currently a Senior Research 

Scientist in the Institute of Meteoritics at the University of New Mexico. 

5.16. Dr. Matthew Hemm was awarded a five-year National Science Foundation CAREER grant for 

$631,927.  The topic of his grant-supported research is the identification of small genes in E. coli. 

5.17. Upcoming events: 

5.17.1. October 9 – 4:30 pm, Fisher Endowed Chair Seminar – Dr. Tim Brunker (Chemistry). 

5.17.2. November 2 – 2:30 pm, FCSM Fall Forum. 

6. Announcements from the chairperson: 

6.1. The chairperson reminded everyone of the faculty/staff nominations for the FCSM awards are 

due by September 24. 

6.2. An idea was discussed to push the nominating process for the FCSM awards to the prior spring 

semester. 

6.3.  Everyone nominated for the Regents awards have been notified to put their portfolio together 

(due end of September, and is sent to the Regents on November 1).  

6.4. New Regents award category for entrepreneurship was announced.   Council decided to put the 

names of Jonathan Lazar and Heidi Feng up for nomination.  



6.5. Baylor University’s Cherry award for great teaching was announced. Colleagues are invited to 

nominate an outstanding teacher for this award (more than one nomination from an institution 

is allowed). The winner of the Cherry award will receive a $250,000 prize, and his/her home 

department will receive $25,000. Details can be found on this web site: 

http://www.baylor.edu/cherry_awards/ 

7. Old Business: 

7.1. Discussion on the university policy and procedures (Diversity Action Plan) was tabled until the 

council’s next meeting in October. 

8. New Business: 

8.1. The council discussed some of its goals for the upcoming year, several ideas were suggested, 

among them: 

8.1.1. Green push; see where can we go paperless, especially with annual reports and P&T 

documents.  

8.1.2. Extend an invitation to Nancy Grasmick to come and talk to the council about her role 

and how the college fits in. 

8.1.3. Extend an invitation to the new provost. Seek questions from colleagues for him to 

answer. 

8.1.4. Extend an invitation to the president to address the council. 

8.1.5. Extend an invitation to the dean of the graduate studies again to discuss graduate 

student compensation.  Council will try to come up with a plan for the graduate dean 

to present to her on how to increase compensation to our graduate students so it 

reaches that of our peer institutions. 

8.1.6. Council will seek updates on UTeach. 

8.1.7. Report on the college budget. 

8.1.8. Council to develop a statement or a procedure to give to the Dean’s office on how to 

apportion faculty into service opportunities.  

8.1.9. Colleagues from the college are invited to submit ideas on what the council should 

tackle this academic year. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 3:40 PM.  

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Nadim W. Alkharouf, recording secretary. 

 

http://www.baylor.edu/cherry_awards/

