
To:   
FCSM Electorate 
FCSM Department Chairs 
FCSM Secretaries – Please post one copy 
Member-at-Large of the University Senate:  Alex Storrs, Physics, Astronomy and Geosciences 
 
Members of the FCSM College Council 

Dean:  David Vanko; Biological Sciences:  Sarah Haines, Vanessa Beauchamp; Chemistry:  Cynthia 

Zeller, Alan Pribula; Computer and Information Sciences:  Nadim Alkharouf, Siddharth Kaza; 

Mathematics:  Honi Bamberger, Leonid Stern; Physics, Astronomy, & Geosciences:  Rajeswari 

Kolagani, Pamela Lottero-Perdue; At Large:  Brian Fath (Biological Sciences), Cody Sandifer 

(Physics, Astronomy, & Geosciences); Students: April Marcangeli  (Graduate Student), Scottie Berk 

(Undergraduate Student) 

 
MINUTES OF THE FCSM COLLEGE COUNCIL MEETING 
The FCSM College Council met on February 10, 2012 in 306 Smith Hall, Room 418 at 1:30 pm with Honi 

Bamberger, Chairperson presiding. 

Attendance: David Vanko, Honi Bamberger, Vanessa Beauchamp, Cynthia Zeller, Alan Pribula, Nadim 
Alkharouf, Leonid Stern, Rajeswara Kolagani, Pamela Lottero-Perdue, Harald Beck, Cody Sandifer, April 
Marcangeli, Scottie Berk, Howard Kaplon (guest), Gail Gasparich (guest) 
 
Absent:  Sarah Haines, Siddharth Kaza 
 
1. The meeting was called to order at 1:30 PM by Honi Bamberger, Chairperson. 

 
2. Janet DeLany, the new Dean of Graduate Studies, attended the meeting.  She discussed the 

challenges of increasing graduate student stipends and/or eliminating fees.  The cost associated 
with doing that are very high and the money just isn’t there.  Development of a tier system for 
research and teaching assistantships could be a way for students at different tiers to receive 
stipends at varying amounts and is something they may look to create in the future.   

 
3. The minutes from the December 9, 2011 meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
4. Announcements from the Dean:  

4.1 An update should be made to the December meeting announcement – there will be seven 
new faculty searches conducted this year instead of eight. 

4.2 So far this year 62 faculty members have submitted proposals for $12.7 million and 22 
faculty members have been awarded 25 grants for $2.1 million. 

4.3 The School of Emerging Technologies RFP has generated a lot of excitement, indicating a 
significant pent-up demand for the support of interdisciplinary work.      

4.4 Budget update:  The College is reserving $60,000 to cover graduate assistantships and about 
$10,000 of contingency.  $60,000 was distributed to the five departments last week. Some 
departments may have to dip into their self-support funds in order to be solvent at the end 
of the year.  At this point in time the Dean’s budget is nearly out of money.   



4.5 The Smith Hall Expansion and Renovation project is in the Governor’s FY13 capital budget, in 
the form of $5 million for two years of architectural and design work.  Interviewing for 
architectural teams will begin this spring and with luck groundbreaking could be as early as 
summer of 2014.   

4.6 Fisher endowment funds next year will amount to about $277,000.  The Dean’s strategy will 
be to invite faculty to write proposals for how to use those funds and to focus on a core 
theme or value the college holds.  He encouraged faculty to be creative and think about 
ways to bring more research projects into our current classrooms.  The chosen theme will 
continue for several years and each year the impact of Fisher endowment fund investments 
will be measured.   

4.7 Upcoming events:  

 Saturday Morning Science will be in Cherry Hill on February 11th.  

 Speak Up training will be in Smith 289 on February 24th from 1:00-2:30 p.m. 

 The multicultural conference will be on March 1st from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.   

 Women in Science Symposium will be on March 3rd from 8:30 am – noon. 
 

5.  Announcements from the chairperson: 
5.1 The Council sent a letter inviting President Loeschke to an upcoming meeting and she will be 

in contact about whether she is able to attend a meeting in March or April.        
 
6.  Old Business   

6.1 Professor Kolagani discussed how events and opportunities provided by the Career Services 
Center would be posted on fliers in Smith Hall and the library.  An internship fair will be held 
at Loyola on February 15th and three shuttles will be available on campus for students who 
would like to attend.  

 
7.  New Business 

7.1 Professors Cooper, Macks, and Tomayko from the Department of Mathematics were invited 
to discuss aspects of the UTeach program that Towson University is currently considering 
adopting.  The program is focused on merging mathematics and science secondary 
education and presents multiple paths for students to receive certification.  UTeach 
provides roughly $1.4 million in grant money for five years, but would also require a lot of 
fundraising to cover the University’s 50% of expenses.  The program requires adherence to 
strict guidelines and concerns were discussed about making that transition.  The Provost will 
be making the ultimate decision and that should happen within the next month.   

7.2 Discussion for course evaluations was on the agenda, but will be postponed until the next 
meeting. 

 
 

 
The meeting adjourned at 3:25 pm. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
April Marcangeli, Recording Secretary 
 


