
MINUTES OF THE MARCH 13, 2015 FCSM COLLEGE COUNCIL MEETING 
The FCSM College Council met on March 13, 2015 in 7800 York Road Bldg., YR459 at 1:30 p.m. with Dr. Ming 
Tomayko, Chairperson, presiding. 
 
Member Attendees: FCSM: David Vanko; Biological Sciences: John LaPolla, Sarah Texel; Chemistry: Kelly 
Elkins, Ellen Hondrogiannis; Computer and Information Sciences: Suranjan Chakraborty, Subrata Acharya; 
Mathematics: Moustapha Pemy; Physics, Astronomy, & Geosciences: Jeff Simpson; At Large: Harald Beck 
(Biological Sciences), Ming Tomayko (Mathematics); Students: Jessica Canter (graduate student 
representative), Cory Duke (undergraduate student representative), Zeba Ahmed (undergraduate student 
representative) 
 
Guests: Gail Gasparich, Howard Kaplon, Jane Neapolitan (Assistant Provost, Office of Academic Innovation) 
 
Absentee: Elizabeth Goode, Parviz Ghavamian 
 
Chairperson called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m. 
1. Approval of Minutes 
The motion to approve the February 13, 2015 College Council minutes was made by Subrata Acharya and 
seconded by Sarah Texel.  The minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
 
2. Guest speaker: Jane Neapolitan, Assistant Provost, Office of Academic Innovation 

2.1. Guest speaker Dr. Jane Neapolitan briefed the Council members on the history of the Office of 
Academic Innovation (OIA).  
 

2.2. The goal of the OAI is to provide support for developing the talents of university faculty as leaders in 
teaching, scholarship, and service. The OAI serves as a catalyst and model for using effective 
learning approaches that have the potential for transforming the quality of the academic experience 
for faculty and students. Through collaborative relationships and partnerships, the OAI builds a 
culture of collegiality, trust, and faculty leadership that acknowledges the roots of Towson 
University as Maryland’s premier teaching institution of higher education. 
 

2.3. The OAI brings together the best educational and technological ideas for effective learning through: 

 Faculty Professional Development 

 Instructional Design Support 

 Collaboration and Partnerships for Academic Success 

 Distance Education Assurance 
 

2.4. The current focus of the OAI is to support the University System of Maryland (USM)’s mission for 
providing Competency Based Education (CBE) with the incorporation of learning analytics and 
interactive dissemination.   

 
All questions and support requests should be made emailed to the OAI at the following email address: 
oai@towson.edu. 

 
 
3. Announcements from the Council Chair 

3.1. There are three current council members (Harald Beck (at-large), and Ming Tomayko (at-large), and 
Subrata Acharya (CIS)) whose terms are complete at the end of this current academic year. There 
will be an active online voting survey initiated by the College Elections Committee to elect the two 
at-large members to the FCSM College Council. Please encourage all faculty members to vote for 
their preferred members representatives.  
 

mailto:oai@towson.edu


3.2. The Council Chairperson reminded members about the USM Regents Award nominations 
(http://www.usmd.edu/usm/academicaffairs/regfac.txt).  All members should discuss with their 
respective departmental colleagues to identify and inform deserving candidates for the nominations 
and encourage them to apply for these prestigious awards from the system.  
 

3.3. Council member Dr. Suranjan Chakraborty initiated the discussion about the recent 2015 Wellness 
Program expectations for TU faculty and staff and covered spouses enrolled in CareFirst, Kaiser 
Permanente, or United Healthcare plans to complete their healthy activities by September 30, 2015 
to avoid a premium surcharge in 2016. Additional details can be accessed at the following web link:  
http://dbm.maryland.gov/benefits/Pages/WellnessHome.aspx. 

 
4. Announcements and Remarks from the Dean 

4.1. The University System of Maryland (USM) Board of Regents selected Dr. Wei Yu, Associate Professor 
of Computer and Information Sciences, as a recipient of a 2015 USM Regents’ Faculty Award for 
Excellence in Scholarship, Research, or Creative Activity.   

 This award is the highest honor that the Board of Regents bestows to recognize exemplary 
faculty achievement. 

 
 

4.2. The Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR) notified Towson University’s Interim President 
Timothy Chandler about the acceptance of our student, Theresa L. White, to participate in the 19th 
Annual Posters on the Hill, April 22-23, 2015.  

 Theresa’s research project was one of 60 selected from approximately 500 applications 
nationwide.  A transfer student from Baltimore City Community College, Theresa participated in 
the NIH-sponsored “Bridges to the Baccalaureate” program at Towson.  As an undergraduate 
student she has been conducting research in Dr. Michelle Snyder’s laboratory, and her work will 
be presented soon at the American Society of Microbiology.  Last summer Theresa conducted 
research at Cornell University, and is planning another summer research experience for 2015. 

 
 

4.3. Updates and clarifications regarding the budget are as follows: 

 The Governor’s capital budget has delayed the science building by one year.  President Chandler 
will testify in Annapolis in two weeks and request that the budget be amended to eliminate the 
delay.  Next week, the FCSM Dean will try to visit key legislators, and will take some students, to 
make the case for the importance of the new science building. 
 

 The Towson UTeach space renovation plans in the 7800 YR Bldg. 3rd floor is still planned for 
Summer 2015. 
 

 Based on the current budgetary conditions, Towson University Academic Affairs had to give back 
$1.128 million in this current fiscal year, FY15.  The permanent cut for the upcoming year will be 
$1.726 million, or an additional deficit of $598,000. 

 
5. Old Business 

5.1. The Council Members brainstormed names for Visiting Scholar for TU 150 year celebrations. An 

updated list of tentative names has been forwarded to the Dean’s office for review and invitations. 

 
6. Adjournment 
The motion for adjournment was made by Jeff Simpson and seconded by Jessica Canter. The meeting was 
adjourned at 3:32 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by,  
Subrata Acharya (recording secretary) 
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