
MINUTES OF THE APRIL 11, 2013 FCSM COLLEGE COUNCIL MEETING 
The FCSM College Council met on April 11, 2014 in Smith Hall, Room 306 at 1:30 p.m. with Dr. Honi 
Bamberger, Chairperson, presiding. 
 
Attendees: Biological Sciences: Sarah Texel Chemistry: Alan Pribula, Kelly Elkins; Computer and 
Information Sciences: Subrata Acharya; Mathematics: Honi Bamberger, Moustapha Pemy; Physics, 
Astronomy, & Geosciences: Reizelie Barreto-Espino; At Large: Harald Beck (Biological Sciences), Ming 
Tomayko (Mathematics); Student:  Mary Neslund (Graduate); FCSM: Helen Harrison. 
Absentees: David Vanko, Sarah Haines, Suranjan Chakraborty, James Overduin; Breanna Borror. 
 
Chairperson Dr. Honi Bamberger called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m. 
 
1. Approval of Minutes 
The motion to approve the March 14, 2014 College Council minutes was made by Harald Beck and 
seconded by Ming Tomayko. The minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
2. Announcements from the Dean 

2.1. Reminder about the event on “The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks” for April 30, 2014 at 7pm 
in the University Union Chesapeake Rooms 1 and 2. The family of Henrietta Lacks will be 
present in the event. The Dean requested that members of the college make every effort to 
attend and support the event. 

 
2.2. Reminder about the FCSM Honors Convocation to be held on April 27, 2014 at 1:00 pm in the 

University Union Chesapeake Rooms. The event is to recognize students for their scholarship 
and outstanding achievements during the academic year. The family members of the students 
will be present as part of the event. The Dean reminded all Council members to spread the 
word and to please attend the event. 

 
2.3. The faculty hiring process for the upcoming Fall 2014 term is complete. The two Clinical 

Assistant Professors positions for the AIT program (SET/COSC) are Dr. Andrew Mangle and Dr. 
Jinie Pak. All new hires will be joining Towson in Fall 2014. This has been a 100% successful 
search process. 

 
2.4. The Spring 2014 Commencement ceremony for FCSM is going to held on May 21, 2014. Family 

members and friends of our graduating students will be present. The Dean encouraged all 
members of the college to attend and show support to our students.  

 

2.5. The Council members were updated about the work of the task force created to look at 
options for the Center for Science and Mathematics Education.  Another meeting is planned 
for the end of the semester. 

 

3. Announcements from the Council Chair 
3.1. The Council members were reminded that the election of new executive officers will be 

conducted at the May 9, 2014 meeting. A discussion about the responsibilities of each office 
was held so that representatives could consider running for each office. The Chairperson 
asked that all members consider serving in these positions. 
 



3.2. Council members were reminded that all outgoing and incoming members should be present 
during the May Council meeting. 

 
3.3. The Council members were reminded about forwarding names of colleagues who could be 

strong contenders for the USM Regents awards in the areas of Teaching; Research, 
Scholarship or Creative Activity; Public Service; Mentoring and Innovation. Members should 
send a brief paragraph highlighting the contribution of their nominee(s) to the Chairperson by 
May 2, 2014.  

 
3.4. The Council members were asked to start thinking about nominating colleagues, from their 

respective departments, for the upcoming FCSM awards. The awards are anonymous in 
nature. There will be a request for nominations sent out in early Fall for the awards. 

 
4. Old Business 

4.1. The Council was updated on the MSDE Elementary STEM Certification requirements which are 
being disseminated for comment to Science and Mathematics Educators.  The Council 
discussed the positive impact of such a certification in that it could enable interdisciplinary 
teaching in classrooms and is in line with the state’s focus on incorporating the new Science 
Standards by the year 2016.  
 

4.2. As part of the discussion about ways to attract more STEM majors to Towson University 
representatives discussed attending various School and College Information Fairs to let high 
school students know about the programs currently at Towson.  These include, but are not 
limited to: the various Clubs run by faculty and/or students and the STEM Residential Learning 
Community. These efforts also are in compliance and promote TU President’s TU2016: 
Building Within Reaching Out focus. 

 
4.3. The Council discussed various ways to improve student academic persistence in STEM majors. 

Tutoring centers and faculty/student assisted peer mentoring centers have been very 
successful.  Due to the concerns about space, location and time scheduled for these centers, 
the Council agreed to inform the Dean’s office about these constraints so they could be taken 
into consideration when the floor plan of the new building is being envisioned. 

 
4.4. The Council discussed the issue of morale within the college, specifically concerning Lecturers 

in the department. Five major concerns are: Health and Retirement Benefits; Family and 
Medical Leave Policies; Promotion and Merit Policies and Procedures; Salaries; and Teaching 
Schedules. The Council unanimously supported the plan to inform the Dean about these 
concerns and discuss a plan of action to address these issues. 

 
5. Adjournment 
The motion for adjournment was made by Ming Tomayko and seconded by Subrata Acharya. The meeting 
was adjourned at 3:35 p.m.  

 
Respectfully submitted by,  
Subrata Acharya (recording secretary) 
 


