
Towson University Honors College  

Fall 2021 Graduate Bios and Acknowledgements  

Graduates from each class are asked to write a personal bio and are given the opportunity to 
acknowledge anyone they wish to recognize. Below are the bios from the TU Honors College class of 
fall 2021. 

 

Raissa Abbasi  

Raissa Abbasi will be graduating with Honors and with a degree in business administration 
with a concentration in international business and a minor in molecular biology, 
biochemistry, and bioinformatics. During her time at Towson, Raissa obtained two 
internships, one as a measurement associate with the International Rescue Committee, and 
another as a junior data analyst at WayOps. She also held several positions on campus as an 
outdoor trip leader, group fitness instructor, and a supervisor at the Outdoor Adventure 
Center at Campus Recreation. During her junior year, Raissa studied Spanish language and 
culture abroad in Cuenca, Ecuador during the minimester and was a recipient of the 
Undergraduate Summer Research Grant and Research Impact Award for her research on the 
Impacts of Terrorism on Children’s Health in Afghanistan. She also won second place at the 
fall 2020 Honors College Celebration of Scholarship & Learning for her research. She would 
like to thank her mentor, Dr. Gitter, for supporting her throughout her research and career 
endeavors and her family and friends for helping her throughout her college career. Raissa is 
very grateful for her time in the Honors College and for all the incredible opportunities she 
was able to pursue because of it. After graduation, she plans to work in the public health field 
for a couple of years before pursuing her master’s degree in public health at Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health. 

 

Afkar Alwakil 

Afkar Alwakil is from Baltimore, MD and will graduate with her Bachelor of Science in Mass 
Communications with a dual track in advertising and public relations. After graduation, Afkar 
will continue her education at Towson University in the marketing intelligence master’s 
program. For the duration of her undergraduate career, she worked on the marketing team 
for TU’s Office of Student Activities and began serving as the graduate assistant of marketing 
this semester. Most recently, her work on the fall 2021 welcome to TU campaign was 
recognized with the Best Printed Materials award at the National Association for Campus 
Activities (NACA) Mid Atlantic Ceremony. Additionally, Afkar enjoyed being a Writing Fellow 
in TU’s Writing Center and had the opportunity to work closely with three classes of students 
to develop their writing skills. She most appreciated diversity knowledge that the Honors 
College helped her develop and felt that it is a hallmark of her university experience. 

 

 



Stephanie Anderson 

From Hilliard, Ohio, Stephanie Anderson is graduating with Honors and a degree in English 
writing. In her time at Towson, she has been involved as a member of Tiny Tigers, an 
admissions ambassador, and as a member of Towson’s marching band, pep band, and 
symphonic band. But, she is proudest of her work with Towson’s grant writing program, 
Grant writing in Valued Environments (G.I.V.E.). She has also had the great privilege of being 
an intern with The Baltimore Review and Mason Jar Press. Post-undergrad, she intends to 
continue to work at the Baltimore County Public Library while also pursuing a graduate 
degree and continuing her work with the G.I.V.E. program. Stephanie would especially like to 
thank her family, her partner, and Dr. Zosha Stuckey for all their guidance and support! 

 

Melissa Baltimore 

Melissa Baltimore is from Montgomery County, Maryland, and will graduate with Honors, 
earning degrees in political science and mass communication. Upon graduation, Melissa 
plans to work in the legal field where she hopes to gain experience before applying to law 
school. As an undergraduate, Melissa completed and presented two semesters’ work of 
consecutive research under the supervision of Dr. Clark and Dr. Roberts of the Department of 
Political Science. She also served on the executive board for the Towson Pre-Law Society and 
the Undergraduate Research Club.  Melissa is grateful for the student community and many 
academic opportunities provided by the Honors College. She would like to thank her family 
for their continued love and support throughout her time at Towson University. 

 

Bailey Bosley 

Bailey Bosley is a graduating Honors student majoring in environmental science & biology 
with a minor in GIS. Originally her plans after graduation were unsure, but now she is on the 
lookout for jobs to start her career. During her senior year, she completed an internship with 
the Chesapeake Research Consortium where her passion for geospatial application and 
analysis expanded. She hopes to continue working in related fields, but also has a lot of 
interest in conservation, sustainability, and restoration. She would like to thank her 
professors Dr. Salice and Dr. Thebpanya, as well as her family and friends, who helped guide 
her through her time at Towson University. 

 

William Corcoran 

William Corcoran hails from Glen Mills, Pennsylvania near the banks of the mighty Delaware 
River, and will graduate with Honors, earning a degree in business administration with an 
economics track. After graduation, William plans to pursue his master’s degree in agricultural 
economics. What he appreciated most about being in the Honors College was the ability to 
take courses in different disciplines he would not have otherwise. Due to the pandemic, 



William was unable to study abroad, but he hopes to do so in the future. He would like to 
thank the Honors College staff for being kind, humorous, and inclusive. 

 

Kirsten DiBastiani 

Kirsten DiBastiani comes from Norrisville, Maryland, and will graduate with Honors, earning 
a degree in theatre arts. After graduation, she plans to pursue a career in stage management 
while also exploring film acting. During her time at TU, Kirsten served as stage manager on 
several productions with the TU Theatre Department, an actress, music director, and 
secretary for TU Actors Anonymous, and was offered a position as a stage management intern 
and teaching artist for Chesapeake Shakespeare Company (deferred due to COVID-19). She 
also worked as an orientation leader with TU New Student and Family Programs and a 
student ambassador with TU Admissions. Kirsten would like to thank the staff of the Honors 
College and her professors for helping her discover her passion, and her family and friends 
for their endless support for her dream (even if it took three major changes to find it). 

 

Carlie Domogauer 

Carlie Domogauer, from Kent Island, Maryland, is graduating with Honors from Towson 
University with a degree in speech-language pathology & audiology. Carlie plans to attend 
graduate school to obtain her master’s degree in speech-language pathology. Overall, Carlie 
enjoyed participating in the events and service opportunities provided by Honors Helping 
Hands and the Honors College Leadership Council. She completed internships at Chesapeake 
Speech-Language Associates and Sweet Bay Magnolia Academy, and she was the treasurer 
for the National Student Speech Language and Hearing Association (NSSLHA). She would like 
to thank her friends and family for their tremendous support through her undergraduate 
career. 

 

Julia Donatien 

Julia Donatien is originally from Ringwood, New Jersey. She will be graduating with a degree 
in psychology with Honors. Julia applied to clinical psychology Ph.D. programs and will 
hopefully start one in the fall. What she appreciated most about being a part of the Honors 
College was the opportunity to take courses in diverse topics that otherwise would not have 
been available to her. During her junior year she completed a research study while working 
with an international research team. The research was presented at both the Celebration of 
Scholarship and Learning and the Annual Meeting of the Psychonomics Society. She would 
like to thank her mentor Dr. Blaire Weidler, all the Honors College staff, and her parents for 
their support during her time at Towson. 

 

 



Tonge Enoh 

Tonge Enoh is a first-generation Cameroonian American, who graduates with Honors, earning 
a Bachelor of Science degree in health education and promotion, with a concentration in 
community health. Tonge has been admitted into the University of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine and will matriculate there in fall 2022. Tonge plans to earn both her Doctor of 
Medicine and master of public health by completing an MD-MPH dual degree program. What 
Tonge appreciated most about the Honors College were advisors who would make note of 
students’ interests and inform them of opportunities they should pursue that were in 
alignment with said interests. Tonge also thoroughly enjoyed her Honors seminars. Tonge 
worked as a tutor at the university’s writing center and held mentorship positions in the 
Students Achieve Goals through Education and College Readiness Outreach Program 
organizations. Tonge was involved in undergraduate research within the Department of 
Health Sciences, and this earned her the Research Impact Award and Neil E. Gallagher 
Endowed Scholarship. In her final semester, Tonge completed a full-time internship at Vision 
for Baltimore. Throughout her college career, the support of the Honors College staff, her 
research mentors Drs. Li and Wood, and her family is not lost on Tonge. 

 

Grace Hehir 

Grace Hehir, a Baltimore native, will graduate with a B.S. in psychology. During her time at 
Towson, she served as the team lead for the Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs Prevention 
Center Peer Education Program for three semesters. Her favorite Honors College opportunity 
was her research project in the summer of 2020. She worked with Dr. Jessica Shiller to 
interview Baltimore Community School teachers, parents, administrators, and students to 
assess the impact of COVID-19 on the function of the schools. Grace would like to thank Dr. 
Abram Fox in particular for always being there to answer questions and provide support as 
she navigated her time in the Honors College. She offers her congratulations to all graduates 
this winter. 

 

Tyler Hueffmeier 

Tyler Hueffmeier is an EMF student who will graduate with Honors. What he appreciated 
most about being in the Honors College is the interdisciplinary approach they program takes 
to education. Honors art, history, and government classes include students of all majors, and 
as a result they helped Tyler bridge the connections between different disciplines. His 
experience in the Honors College led Tyler to pursue a history minor. After college, Tyler will 
use this well-rounded education to pursue law and New England Law, Boston. He would like 
to thank the Honors College Staff, his family, his wonderful girlfriend, and all of the 
professors in the EMF Department for guiding him through his college experience. 

 

 



Allyn Lawrence 

Allyn Lawrence is from Crofton, Maryland. Graduating with Honors, she is earning a degree 
in history with a minor in Spanish. After graduation, Allyn plans to pursue a master’s in 
library science, as she hopes to one day find a career in archives. During her time at TU, 
Allyn was an active member of the Towson University Marching Band, the Kappa Kappa Psi 
Honorary Band Fraternity, and the Lutheran Campus Ministry: The Table. She also worked as 
a student researcher for the Unearthing Towson’s History Project, a collaboration between the 
Special Collections and University Archives and the Department of History. She would like to 
thank her family and friends for their unwavering support, and Dr. Koot, Dr. Todd-Diaz, and 
Pastor Laura Sinche for their guidance as she went through her undergraduate career. 

 

Madison Lundon 

Madison Lundon hails from Bel Air, Maryland, and will graduate with Honors, earning a 
degree in Biology. After graduation, Madison will continue her job at Harford Community 
College as a Laboratory Instructional Assistant, as well as her research with the 
Susquehannock Wildlife Society studying the state-endangered Baltimore checkerspot 
butterfly. Madison won first prize during the Celebration of Scholarship and Learning for her 
internship project on the species and found her passion for insect conservation and genetic 
research thanks to the Honors College. She would like to express her extreme gratitude to her 
mentor, Dr. Jacqueline Doyle, her family, and both the biology and Honors College staff for 
their amazing support during her time at Towson.   

 

Marina Salinas 

Marina Antonia Salinas from Silver Spring, Maryland, will graduate with Honors, earning a 
degree in biology. After graduation, Marina plans to apply to medical school, while 
continuing her work at St. Joseph Medical center. What she appreciated most about being in 
the Honors College were the various seminar classes and the outstanding professors. Marina 
founded L'aventure française, a French club with over 100 members, was the president and 
treasurer of the club, and held two internships at AstraZeneca/Medimmune. She would like to 
thank her Honors advisors, her professors, and her family for supporting her throughout her 
college career. 

 

Yanna Taboada 

Yanna Taboada hails from Catonsville, Maryland and will graduate with a psychology major 
and an applied adult disability studies minor. At the Celebration of Scholarship and Learning, 
she presented two posters simultaneously and won third place in the service-learning 
category. She is beyond proud to have been with Honorables of Color for all three years of its 
existence so far and gladly served as its vice president for two years. She hopes for the 



Honorables of Color scholarship to thrive and continue to help future students. Outside of the 
Honors College, Yanna held the position of social chair for DREAM Interest Group. 
Academically, Yanna served as a teaching assistant and a research assistant for multiple 
professors and received the Mary Leeper Scholarship in recognition of her active involvement 
on campus despite being a commuter. After graduation, she plans to pursue a master’s degree 
in counseling psychology. She would like to thank her Honorables of Color board members, 
DREAM members, Dr. Bennett, Dr. Girio-Herrera, Dr. Aston, Dr. Sim, and Professor 
Stinebaugh for their support in her studies. Most importantly, she is eternally grateful to her 
family and friends for their constant belief and love. 


