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Do I Qualify for In-State Tuition? 
 
 

How Do I Qualify for In-State Tuition? 
 
 
The University System of Maryland (USM) requires Towson 
University to collect certain information from students to 
verify Maryland residency for tuition purposes.  
 
A student seeking reclassification from out-of-state to in-
state tuition status must demonstrate the continuous intent 
to make Maryland their permanent home and to reside in 
Maryland indefinitely and for a purpose other than that of 
attending an educational institution in Maryland.  
 
If you meet all the necessary criteria for the 12 months 
preceding and including the deadline, you may be eligible 
for in-state residency status and should complete the 
Petition for In-State Residency.  
 
The petition submission deadline is the last day to 
add/drop for the term for which you are seeking in-state 
status. 
 
Please visit the Registrar’s Residency Classification page at 
to file your petition online. 
 
You must be registered for your petition to be reviewed. 
 
You will need to upload all necessary documentaiton with 
your online petition submission. Incomplete petitions with 
missing documentaiton may be denied.  
 
Utilize checklist for required documentation.  
 
All follow-up communication will be through your TU email 
address.  

 

Criteria 
 
 
The following criteria must be met for 12 consecutive 
months immediately prior to and including the last day to 
add or drop courses for the term in which in-state residency 
is requested.  
 
There are 8 criteria. They may be condensed as follows:  
 
1. Continuously maintaining primary living quarters in 
Maryland.  
 
2. Having substantially all personal property in Maryland.  
 
3. Paying Maryland income tax. 
 
4. Registering all vehicles in Maryland. 
 
5. If licensed, possessing a valid Maryland driver's license. 
 
6. Receiving no public assistance from a state other than    
Maryland. 
 
7. Having the legal ability under law to live permanently and 
without interruption in Maryland.  
 
8. If raised, rebutting the presumption that you are in 
Maryland primarily to attend an educational institution. 
  
You must carefully read the USM policy (also located in 
Appendix C in TU catalog) for details of each requirement 
and details on all exceptions.
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